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Palesti ni a n s protest house demotHbns 

SS2S I T^-J ER » USA, ' EM ,* APi Hiwixeds of Palestinians 

£]JS“ P™ 1 * 31 tf"* f° **“«*•*** ho™«. «y«ng i«racli 

prcwnisn of equdnfeaimeiit of aQ aty resident were worthier. “It is 
| { ^ car ?*** pbnert (foe mayor), and the government of 
to kKk us <wi of thurify," said Jebara Sabvmch 
Jcrusaicm s Ras Ai Amoud neighbourhood. He stood with other 
demonnnuoTs outside Orient House in East Jerusalem, itself a target 
of Israeli anger as the Palestine Liberation Or Lin bat ion (PLO) 
headquarters, lo protest and attempt to demolish his 19X7 house. Mr. 
Satavmeh said he was shocked when he read in the newspaper that his 
home will be demolished because it lacks a licence because one was 
wined retroactively. Last week the municipality said it planned to 
demolish Arab homes in East Jerusalem built illegally. A Palestinian 
human rights group sqys that about 50 Arab homes arc torn down in 
Jerusalem annually. They said 50,000 Palestinians have been forced to 
move outside the municipal boundaries because thev could not get 
adequate housing. 
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Jordanians said detained in Aden 

AMMAN fAP) — The government is trying to secure die rclcaseof a 
group of Jordanians detained in the south in Yemen’s civil war. official 
sources said Tuesday. The sources, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said the Jordanian men and women were being heWtn 
various locations in South Yemen. They said the Jordanians nave oeen 
prevented from leaving the country aboard rescue ships which 
called at the southern port of Aden since the war began May 4. ine 
government has initiated contacts with all concerned parties to secure 
the release of the detainees," one source said. The officials did not say 
bow many Jordanians were being held in Aden, which seceded from 
the four-year-old union of North Yemen and South Yemen on May 
20. Southern leaders have accused Jordan of supplying weapons to the 
northern government id Sana. Amman denied jhat- It was not 
immediately known whether southern authorities were accusing the 
detained Jo rdanians of helping the north. 
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Majali to reshuffle Cabinet today 

10 MPs expected to join government, with anticipated change in around 15 portfolios 
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By Ayrnan AI SafadJ 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali is today 
expected to introduce a major 
government reshuffle that will 
lead to the inclusion of up to !0 
deputies in the Cabinet and 
bring in Senator Tfaouqan AI 
Hindawi as deputy prime 
minister, informed sources 
said. 

The sources said that Dr. 
Majali has not yet decided on 
the final composition of his 
new government, but con- 
firmed that the reshuffle would 
indude up to 15 portfolios. 

They said that the decision 
to include members of the 
Lower House in the Cabinet 
was made is the late hours of 
Tuesday despite an earlier de- 
cision to exclude them. 


Parliamentary sources said 
that the major blocs at the 
House wilt be represented in 
the new Cabinet but the Isla- 
mic Action Front (IAF) will 
remain in the opposition. 

They said the centrist Demo- 
cratic Progressive Coalition 
(DPC) will be represented in 
the Cabinet by four members, 
the National Action Front 
(NAF) headed by Abdul Hadi 
AJ Majali two, and the Jordan 
National Alliance (JNA) wilt 
be represented by its President 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh. The 
Independent Islamic Bloc 
(TIB) was expected to be repre- 
sented by Deputy Awad 
Khleifat. 

According to the sources, 
the following deputies agreed 
to enter the government by 
late Tuesday: 

Abdul Raouf AI Rawabdeh 


(JNA) as minister of state for 
parliamentary affairs. 

Aref Bataineh (DPC), 
minister of health; 

Samir Kawar (DPC), water; 

Saleh Irsheidat (DPC), 
youth 

Mansour Ben Tarif, educa- 
tion 

Awad Khleifat (IIB). educa- 
tion 

Rateb AI Saoud (NAJF), so- 
cial development 

NAF members Abdul Majid 
AI Azzam and Abdul Baqi 
Jammo were also expected to 
join the Cabinet but it was not 
dear which portfolios wilt be 
assigned to them. 

The sources said that legal 
advisor at the Prime Ministry, 
Hisham AI Tel, was expected 
to become minister of justice, 
and Mohammad Thneibat, 
bead of the public administra- 


tion institute, was said to head 
a new cabinet portfolio, the 
Civil Service Ministry. 

Head of the Audit Bureau 
Adel AI Qudah, Housing Bank 
Chairman Zuhair Khouri and 
university professor Mohid- 
dine Touq were also expected 
to be in Dr. Majali’s new team. 

Deputy Abdul Karim AI 
Kabariti was reportedly 
offered the key portfolio of 
foreign minister but had not 
given his answer by the time 
the Jordan Times went to 
print. 

The sources said, however, 
that the deputies joining the 
government were told they 
were chosen as individuals ana 
not in their capacity as repre- 
sentatives of parliamentary 
blocs. 

The ministers who expected 
to leave the Cabinet were: 


Hindawi to become deputy premier 


X 


Deputy Prime Minister 
Saeed AI Tel; 

Deputy Prime Minister Ma*n 
Abu Nowar; 

Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Taial Ai Hassan; 

Minister of Water Hisham 
AI Khatib; 

Minister of State Ahmad AI 
laileh; 

tinister of Culture 
Mahmoud Ameen; 

Minister of Agriculture 
Mahdi AI Farhan; 

Minister of Social Develop- 
ment Mohammad AI Sqour; 

Minister of Supply Radhi 
Ibrahim; 

Minister of Health Abdnl 
Rahim Malbas; 

Minister of Telecommunica- 
tions Tareq Suheimat; 


Minister of Transport Adeeb 
Halaseh; 

Minister of Public Works 
Abdul Razzaq Ensour; 

Minister of Planning Ziad 
Fariz; 

According to informed 
.sources, political advisor to His 
Majesty King Hussein Marwan 
Ai Qasem has refused to join 
the government as deputy 
prime minister and minister of 
foreign affairs. Other sources, 
however, said that by late 
Wednesday, Mr. Qasem had 
kept the door open for joining 
the government. 

The reshuffle win be the 
second in Dr. Majali’s govern- 
ment since it first took office in 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Journalist slain 
in Algeria 

; *3^ Sh) ALGIERS (AP) — A joumal- 
.* ‘“W ist working for the pro- 
n! ? government daily AI Moud- 
ii hi jahid was shot to death Tues- 
tv- s«p afaifcr day moming jn central Algiers, 
•jiu juci'ajp; security forces said. The 
*n!ir. m\i slaying brought to 14 the num- 
XiM ife ijj; ber of journalists killed in a 
: o: Ptaataat. year in this country fitting an 
cn for Rasas; Islamic insurgency. The jour- 
ririsibjttdp nalist was identified as Ferhat 
ii I'ak ikdCfc^skit. Information on the 
?rt«r: ii ssa circumstances of the slaying' 
r of rii aal was not immediately available. 
:b. "Us esc Journalists and foreigners have 
ni Kisasi.been targets of extremists 
rj| e ,r amp; i trying to temple the military- 
Mutter backed government. 
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Romania signs 
accord with PLO 

BUCHAREST (R) — Roma- 
nia signed a cooperation 
accord with the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
on Tuesday, pledging support 
to rebuild economic infrastruc- 
ture in the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho. "This accord sets a 
framework for bilateral coop- 
eration for the purpose of 
establishing peace and stabil- 
ity,** Farouk Kaddoumi. bead 
of the PLO’s political depart- 
ment, told reporters. He made 
the remarks after signing the 
framework cooperation agree- 
ment with Romanian Foreign 
Minister Teodor Melescanu. 
Mr. Kaddoumi started a visit 
to this ex-communist Balkan 
state on Tuesday, at the head 
of a senior PLO delegation. 
Eadier in the day he had talks 
will Romanian President Ion 
Hiescu. 


500 feared dead 
in Colombia quake 

BOGOTA (AFP) — At least 
500 people were missing after a 
landslide swept down on the 
town of Toes, the governor of 
the southern province of Huila 
said Tuesday. The landslide 
was triggered a strong earth- 
quake Monday evening, but 
there was no immediate word 
of the extent of the damage 
from the remote area, gov- 
ernor Enrique Ortiz said. The 
authorities have confirmed 
only two deaths and 23 injured 
in die earthquake which mea- 
sured six on the open-ended 
Richter scale. 

Fighting erupts in 
Afghan provinces 

KABUL (AFP) — Heavy 
fighting has erupted in west 
and east Afghanistan between 
forces loyal to President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani and a 
rival alliance trying to topple 
his regime, according to 
travellers arriving here Tues- 
day. The travellers said the 
situation was “very tense" in 
l&akardara, 30 kilometres 
north of Kabul after one of Mr. 
Rabbani's key commanders 
changed sides and established 
secret links with the Hezb-e* 
Isiami faction of Prime Minis- 
ter Gulbuddin Hekmatyar. 
They said the highway linking 
Kabul with the nearby river 
port of Hairatan was cut early 
Tuesday and drivers were 
avoiding Shakardara. 


Jordan, Israel to form 
border demarcation panel 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Jordan and Israel agreed 
here Tuesday to set up a com- 
mission to resolve their border 
dispute, and agreed in princi- 
ple to construct a road linking 
Israel, Jordan and Egypt. 

The agreement came after 
two days of talks here which 
U.S. special Middle East coor- 
dinator Dennis Ross described 
as "a very productive and very 
useful meeting." 

The trilateral talks also 
agreed common agendas for 
talks in a number of areas 
ranging from border security to 
water and the environment, 
Mr. Ross told a press confer- 
ence. 

Talks on the various issues 
will begin in the Middle East 
region next month. 

“The accomplishment of this 
session has surpassed expecta- 
tions,” the head of the Jorda- 
nian delegation, ambassador to 
Washington Fayez Tarawneh 
said. 

After two days of talks, the 
parties issued a joint statement 
summarising a long list of pro- 
cedural ana practical agree- 
ments designed to deepen their 
economic and cultural coop- 
eration once they have 
achieved full peace. 

Among the conclusions of 
the talks listed in the joint 
statement were the following: 

— An agreement to set up a 
commission on boundaries. 


water, energy and the environ- 
ment to negotiate some of the 
most difficult issues between 
the two countries. 

— An agremeent in princi- 
ple on die utility of construct- 
ing a road to Kid; the Red Sea 
ports of Aqaba and Eilat with 
each other and with Egypt. 

— A decision to move bi- 
lateral negotiations on these 
matters to Israel and Jordan m 
July. 

— A decision to begin work 
of a draft to outline fixture 
trade and economic relations. 

— A decision to invite 
Palestinians to discuss coop- 
eration in trade, finance and 
banking. 

— The United States will 
merge Jordanian and Israeli 
papers on comprehensive de- 
velopment of foe Jordan Val- 
ley into an umbrella master 
plan. 

— They agreed to convene a 
special sub-committee on tour- 
ism. 

— They agreed to designate 
one official mom each side to 
coordinate on a '‘transbound- 
ary cultural heritage park” in 
the valley. 

Dr. Tarawneh stressed that 
the Israeli-Jordan bilateral 
aspect of the peace talks had 
"lagged behind in the past four 
to five months” since the two 
sides agreed a common agenda 
for talks m September, noting 
chat no discussions bad since 


been held under the various 
headings. 

But he stressed that there 
was a very long way to go 
before a peace treaty can be 
drawn up. 

Asked if the progress in 
IsraeK-Jordanlan talks meant 
that bilateral talks between the 
various parties to the Middle 
East peace talks could now 
resume, Mr. Ross said no deci- 
sion had yet been made. 

But Tuesday's agreement 
was “a positive step on a path- 
way that is moving us in a 
direction in which we all want 
to go.” 

He refused to comment on 
whether Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher would go 
on to the Middle East after 
attending a meeting in Istanbul 
at foe end of the week. 

Mr. Christopher said in a 
U.S. television interview Tues- 
day that he hoped to visit foe 
Middle East soon. The State 
Department said Monday that 
a Middle East trip after Istan- 
bul had not been ruled out. 

In Amman earlier Tuesday 
Information Minister Ja wad AI 
Anani described as positive a 
recent statement by Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
on demarcation of borders 
with Jordan. 

Dr. Anani sard foe changing 
water levels at the Dead Sea 

(Continued on page 5) 


Yemeni truce shattered, 
north closes in on Aden 


Combined agency dispatches 

NORTHERN YEMENI 
troops edged closer to foe 
south’s bastion of Aden and 
shelled its airport on Tuesday 
as U.N. chief Boutros Ghali 
urged a new ceasefire after a 
truce which lasted just six 
hours. 

The government of Presi- 
dent Alt Abdullah Saleh and 
his southern rival AJi Salem AI 
Beidh blamed each other for 
foe collapse of the ceasefire, 
ahead of a peace bid by U.N. 
special envoy Lakhdar Ibrahi- 
mi. 

At least four people were 
killed and 75 wounded as 
northern artillery units shelled 
Aden airport and the sur- 
rounding area for foe third 
straight day, hospital officials 
said. 

Northern forces also 
lured the village of Sal 
kilometres north of Aden in a 
push which took them several 
kilometres closer to the city. 

In the oil province of 
Hadhramaut, 600 kilometres 
to the northeast of Aden, foe 
south repelled a northern 
attack, shooting down a MiG- 
21 and seizing eight tanks, 
Aden Radio said. 

A southern officer. Lieute- 
nant Mohammad Hussein, told 
AFP at the front line near 
Aden that the Sanaa author- 
ities had used the ceasefire to 
mass troops and tanks in pre- 




para ti on for the dawn advance. 

There were heavy artillery 
exchanges as southern forces 
tried to halt the tank offensive. 

The cease fi re was 
announced unilaterally by Mr. 
Saleh's government late Mon- 
day under growing internation- 
al pressure following last 
week's U.N. Security Council 
resolution demanding a halt to 
foe fighting. 

The ceasefire in the war rag- 
ing since May 5 took effect at 
midnight Monday but shelling 
resumed six hours later and the 
founder of artillery fire echoed 
around Aden, capital of the 
self-declared Yemen Demo- 
cratic Republic. 

In Geneva, Dr. Ghali called 
on the two parties to respect a 
new ceasefire and expressed 
concern at the worsening situa- 
tion in Aden. 

The north and south should 
"return immediately to nego- 
tiations which would permit a 
peaceful resolution of their dif- 
ferences and the restoration of 
peace and stability,” he said. 

His special envoy, former 
Algerian Minister Brahimi, left 
Geneva and stopped over in 
Cairo en route to Sanaa, where 
he was expected to open talks 
on Wednesday.* 

Dr. Ghali called on the 
U.N.'s humanitarian affairs 
department to send emergency 
aid to Aden, which has a 
population of 500,000 people. 

War-weary residents of foe 


port dty expressed dismay at 
the short-lived ceasefire. Hun- 
dreds of people returned to 
queuing in front of wells, pet- 
rol stations and bakeries. 

"It’s a war against civilians,” 
said Abdullah Maysur, a 46- 
year-old mechanic who was 
queuing at a well. “Look how 
we're suffering,” Abul Kader 
Aarrak, 56, shouted at repor- 
ters. 

Aden was left without drink- 
ing water three days ago after 
northern troops shelled a 
pumping station at Bir Nasser, 
15 kilometres from the dty. 

Six storage tanks at the 
south’s only oil refinery at little 
Aden just outside the city con- 
tinued to bum Tuesday, two 
days after northern air raids. 

On the political battlefield, 
the government in Sanaa said it 
was still ready to implement a 
ceasefire if southern forces 
stopped attacking northern 
troops. 

Foreign Minister Moham- 
mad Bassapdawa told repor- 
ters; "We will abide by cease- 
fire the moment the mutineers 
stop firing at our forces.” 

The southern air force and 
navy attacked northern posi- 
tions around Aden, and south- 
ern warplanes also attacked oil 
installations in Marib, north- 
eastern Yemen, and a town on 
the Saudi border, he said. 

In Cairo, Haidar Abu Bakr 

(Continued on page 5) 


N abulsi : Economy performing well , 
some measures needed, growth at 6% 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordanian 
economy performed well in the 
first five months of 1994 and 
could be expected to register a 
growth between five and six 
per cent during the year. Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
Governor Mohammad Nabulsi 
said Tuesday. 

Briefing foe local media in 
an informal meeting at the 
CBJ, the governor also said*the 
Kingdom had to adopt more 
rationalisation and belt- 
tightening measures with a 
view to gaining optimum be- 
nefit from the utilisation of 
resources. 

Dr. Nabulsi died as exam- 
ples the amount the govern- 
ment spends on higher educa- 
tion with little direct returns 
and the indirect subsidies 
offered to consumers in foe 
water and energy sector and 
said revenue collection should 


also be improved. 

Exports improved by 20 per 
cent and imports showed a 15 
per cent decline in foe first 
quarter of this year when com- 
pared with the corresponding 
period in 1993, but the trend 
could change during foe rest of 
the year. Dr. Nabulsi said. He 
expected inflation to remain 
under five per cent. 

Some sectors of the eco- 
nomy did show stagnation, but 
other sectors performed better 
than expected to make up for 
the shortfall and project an 
overall growth, he said. 

The nature of investments is 
in “the right direction" and 
expatriate remittances have 
also improved, the CBJ gov- 
ernor stud. 

Jordan hopes to open debt 
rescheduling talks with the 
Paris Club of creditor govern- 
ments later this month on re- 
payments maturing until the 
date of an agreement, he said, 
adding that foe amount co- 



Mohammad Nabulsi 

vend would be in foe region of 
$420 million including princi- 
ple and interest. 

The Kingdom would also be 
seeking to reschedule dues to 


the Paris Club maturing in 
another 18 months — until foe 
end of 1995. 

He estimated that foe King- 
dom would have to pay around 
$400 million for streamlining 
the expected agreement with 
Paris Club. 

Jordan has scored impress- 
ive success by implementing 
foe economic restructuring and 
recovery programme agreed 
with the International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF), but there are 
shortcomings in adopting cor- 
rective measures in the water 
and energy sector, Dr. Nabulsi 
said, noting that foe water and 
electricity tariffs did not actual- 
ly reflect the cost of production 
and distribution. 

Jordan is expected to receive 
$180 million in assistance from 
the IMF and World Bank in 
three years to help its balance 
of payments, and the Kingdom 
has already received the first 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israel, Syria close to resume bilaterals 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel and Syria will resume 
direct peace talks soon, and 
foe United States wfl! play a 
central role, an Israeli cabinet 
minister said Tuesday. 

The last round of talks be- 
tween foe two sides was held in 
January, foe 12th in foe series 
that began in 1991. But 
attempts to resume were 
frozen after foe Feb. 25 Heb- 
ron mosque massacre in which 
a Jewish settler massacred 
more than 30 Palestinian wor- 
shippers. 

U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher has twice 
travelled to the region since 
then in an effort to mediate the 
differences. 

Syria wants Israel to declare 
its readiness to pull out of the 
entire Golan Heights, Israel 
wants guarantees of a full 
peace before talking about 
withdrawal. 


“The negotiations with Syria 
are about to resume,” En- 
vironment Minister Yossi Sand 
told Israel Radio. “I can only 
hope that this round, in which 
the U.S. secretary of state will 
participate, will be more posi- 
tive and promising.*’ 

“We want to achieve peace 
with Syria that is peace in 
every sense and not an optical 
illusion, with full diplomatic 
and commercial relations,” 
Mr. Sand said during a tour of 
the strategic Golan Heights. 

Mr. Christopher may visit 
the Middle East at the end of 
his current European tour, a 
State Department official indi- 
cated Monday. 

“Consultations are con- 
tinuing and I can’t rule it out at 
this pointzbat it might come at 
the end of this trip,” spokes- 
woman Christine Shelly told 
reporters in answer to a ques- 
tion about Mr. Christopher's 


Middle East travel plans. 

But she stressed that no 
plans had yet been made, and 
that Mr. Christopher’s return 
to the Middle East “also might 
come sometime after that.” 

Mr. Christopher “will return 
to the Middle East when he 
thinks it is meaningful to do 
so," Ms. Shelly said. 

“It is certainly bis general 
expectation to return in foe not 
too distant future” to the re- 
gion. Mr. Christopher is cur- 
rently accompanying President 
Bill Clinton on a trip to Europe 
to mark the 50th anniversary of 
D-Day. 

Mr. Christopher's visit to the 
region last month failed to melt 
the deep freeze, although 
Israel Television and newspap- 
ers reported he got Israel to 
commit to a full withdrawal 
from foe entire Golan for the 
first time. 

But the Syrians reportedly 


resisted Israel's demand that 
withdrawal take place over 10 
years. Mr. Sarid hinted that 
foe offer of foe whole Golan, 
over a number of years, still 
stood. 

“If it is a long-term arrange- 
ment in stages, where we can 
always test foe reliability of foe 
agreement ... Israel will have 
to pay a very, very heavy and 
very, very painful price,” he 
said. 

He said that the government 
would take any peace deal to a 
referendum or to general elec- 
tions before implementation. 

He was sure the government 
would win any vote on foe 
peace. 

“It’s not just a case of peace 
with Syria — important in itself 
— this is foe overall peace we 
have been discussing for so 
many years he said. “If we 
sign with Syria, we will sign 
with all the Arab countries.” 


Four districts upgraded as governorates 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet on Tuesday decided to 
upgrade four districts to gov- 
ernorates, thus bringing to 12 
the number of governorates in 
Jordan. 

At a Cabinet session chaired 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali, the Cabinet de- 
cided to upgrade Jerash, 
Madaba, Ajloun and Aqaba to 
governorates. However, the 
government’s decision needs to 
be endorsed by a Royal Decree 
in order to become effective. 

Commenting on the Cabinet 
decision, Information Minister 
Jawad AJ Anani said the deri- 
sion reflects the government’s 
intentions to restructure and 
organise local administration. 
Dr. Anani said the decision is a 
first step to be followed by 
other moves which might in- 
clude the possible cancellation 
of sub-districts and upgrading 
some of them to districts. 

The other governorates are 
those of Amman. Zarqa, 


Maan, Erbid, Balqa, Tafileh, 
Karak and Mafraq. 

The four new governorates 
would be considered as inde- 
pendent administrative units 
including districts of their own. 
Earlier they were districts 
within other governorates. 

The upgrading requires the 
appointment of governors by 
the Ministry of Interior which 
is responsible for administra- 
tive units. 

Dr. Anani said the Cabinet 
also derided to grant a 100% 
exemption from tax of profits 
gained from exports. 

The exemption rate was 70 
per cent prior to foe Cabinet’s 
decision Tuesday. 

The minister said foe deci- 
sion was aimed at encouraging 
exports to help correct foe 
balance of trade, provide job 
opportunities and attract hard 
currency and encourage expor- 
ters to tap new markets. 

The cost to the treasuiy of 
this decision ts JD2.2 million 


according to initial estimates 
prepared by the Finance Minis- 
try, Dr. Anani said. 

However, he added, the 
government’s decision to sacri- 
fice this amount is a justified 
investment in view of its posi- 
tive reflections on the national 
economy. 

Dr. Anani noted that ex- 
ports made under trade pro- 
tocols signed with other coun- 
tries are excluded from the 
Cabinet’s decision because im- 
porters get certain concessions 
under such protocols. 

Moreover, exports made 
under such protocols are foe 
fruit of government efforts and 
not of persona] efforts. Also 
excluded from the exemption 
are Jordanian exports of phos- 
phates, potash, fertilisers and 
cement. Dr. Anani said. 

Dr. Anani also said the 
Cabinet decided to form a 
committee, grouping ministers 
of tourism and antiquities, and 
industry and trade to work out 


the necessary arrangements for 
converting the Jordan Express 
Tourist and Transport (JETT) 
Company into a normal com- 
pany providing regular public 
transport services, in addition 
to tourist transport. 

The current concession 
agreement expires on June 11, 
1994. Under the agreement 
JETT was providing tourist 
transport services only. 

Dr. Anani said the Cabinet 
discussed preparations for the 
forthcoming meetings of the 
Joint Jordanian-Syrian Higher 
Committee, which will be held 
here Saturday under the co- 
chairmanship of Dr. Majali 
and his Syrian counterpart 
Mahmoud AI Zoubi. 

Dr. Anani said the meetings 
have a special importance at 
this stage, which calls for the 
coordination of political stands 
and increasing volume of com- 
mercial exchange and enhanc- 
ing scopes of cooperation. 
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Palestinian police impose PLO 


law, jail first Palestinian 


By Said Ghazali 

The Associated Press 


KHAN YUN1S, Gaza Strip — 
Ibrahim A1 Hindi had spent 
four years in prison for stoning 
Israeli soldiers. Now he is be- 
hind bars again, this time in a 
Palestinian lockup for assault- 
ing a Palestinian policeman. 

The 35-year-old father of six 
was the first Palestinian to be 
sentenced by Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
courts in the newly auton- 
omous Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Hindi got a six-month 
sentence in jail for assaulting a 
police officer. He ripped the 
shirt off a Palestinian police- 
man after the officer sprayed 
him with tear-gas during an 
argument at a checkpoint. 

His brother Nafez who was 
with him at the time also re- 
ceived a six-month sentence 
under a legal code used by 
Yasser Arafat's Fateb faction 
to control its scattered guerrilla 
forces in Lebanon, Yemen, 
Iraq, Libya and elsewhere. 

“It’s unjust,” Ibrahim Hindi 
said in an interview in his jail 
cell. 'They used the Fateh law 
of 1979, and they shouldn't 
until we understand it.” 

In the Gaza Strip, Egypt 
preserved British mandate 
laws while it controlled the 
area from 1948 to 1967. Israel 
inherited the system, adding its 
own modifications via military 
orders. 

“We don't accept the 
occupation amendments to the 
law. We don't accept the 
occupation laws here,” said 
Ahmad Mubayyad, senior pro- 
secutor for the southern coas- 
tal district. “The PLO is the 
representative of the Palesti- 
nian people, and its law applies 
to all to the Palestinians." 

In particular, he said, the 
PLO was free to impose what- 
ever laws it wished in cases 
involving PLO police. “We are 
implementing our Fateb law 
only on the police and this 
doesn’t need the endorsement 
of the other side,” Mr. 


Mubayyad said. 

Mr. Arafat last month drew 
Israeli protests when he in- 
structed civil and religious 
courts in the autonomous 
zones to start operating 
according to laws in force prior 
to June 1967 when Israel seized 
the West Bank and Gaza. 


Israel rejected the unilateral 
move as a violation of the 
PLO- Israel agreement saying 
only the Palestinian authority 
bad legislative powers and any 
changes in the legal code were 
subject to Israeli review. 

Mr. Mubayyad, who left his 
borne in the West Bank in 1973 
and served with the PLO in 
Yemen, Algeria, Lebanon, 
Egypt, and Iraq, said the judi- 
cial system would be judged on 
whether it played favourites. 

Even if Mr. Hindi was a 
loyal PLO activist who had 
suffered under Israeli occupa- 
tion, “this doesn't mean he 
should be pardoned if he broke 
the law,” said Mr. Mubayyad. 

The Hindi brothers were 
sentenced Friday to six months 
in prison for assault. 

“This is a light sentence. We 
took into consideration that he 
was a former militant, be re- 
sisted the occupiers. He could 
have been sentenced to three 
years,” said prison director 
Major Mohammad Tito. 

Mr. Tito added that the 
courts are open to the public, a 
change from the Israeli milit- 
ary courts which often held 
dosed-door trials, particularly 
involving serious security 
cases. 

There are 18 prisoners cur- 
rently being held in the Khan 
Yunis prison, awaiting trial on 
charges including car theft, 
rape, resisting arrest and mur- 
der. 

The PLO police gave the 
prisoners the same food they 
received. On Sunday it was 
chicken, rice and eggplant, 
which Ibrahim Hindi shared 
with the three other prisoners 
in his cramped cell. 

The police barracks and pris- 


on were used by Israel as the 
headquarters of its military 
government in the city. Some 
Hebrew signs remain, includ- 
ing one that read “Silence 
please." 

Mr. Mubayyad, reading 
from a file, said that on Sunday 
a Palestinian shot six times in 
the legs and arms gave a state- 
ment to police from his hospit- 
al bed, saying four masked 
men tried to abduct him and 
shot him when he fled. 


Masked vigilantes have been 
responsible for hundreds of 
killings of fellow Arabs in re- 
cent years, most accused of 
being informants for Israel. In 
all, 824 Palestinians have been 
killed by other Palestinians as 
alleged collaborators since the 
start of the Palestinian uprising 
in December 1987. 

“Even if he is a collaborator 
it doesn't mean that the activ- 
ists can take the law into their 
own hands. We have only one 
authority,” he said. “It is not 
their job to punish him, even if 
be is a collaborator.” 


Mr. Mubayyad indicated the 
police were poised to round up 
weapons from local guerrillas 
who are not part of the official 
security apparatus. 

“Now, we are waiting orders 
from Arafat to collect 
weapons,” he said. 

Over 1,000 Palestinian 
police live in cramped quarters 
at the former Israeli army base 
in this town. Mr. Mubayyad 
shares his room with five other 
officers, who share two beds 
and a broken doset. For the 
first 18 days in Gaza, the finan- 
cially strapped Palestinian 
police survived on donations. 
But things have started to look 
up. 

On Sunday they received 
their first pay checks and to 
their surprise it was S450, dou- 
ble what they were malting in 
Yemen. Mr. Mubayyad. 40, 
whose wife and three children 
are still in Yemen, was clearly 
delighted. It was his first salary 
in six months. 


Barzani proposes U.N. protectorate 


SAJLAHEDDEN, Iraq (Agen- 
cies) — Kurdish leader Massud 
Barzani proposed here Mon- 
day that Iraqi Kurdistan be 
turned into a U.N. protectate 
to restore peace, following a 
month of war between rival 
factions. 

Mr. Barzani, bead of the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP), acknowledged in an 
interview with AFP that the 
“50-50 arrangement” of shar- 
ing power with the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) had 
failed. 

“I have had the idea, but 
now I speak privately not as 
the leader of tne KDP, that we 
should ask the U.N. to turn 
Iraqi Kurdistan into a U.N. 
protectorate in order to de- 
militarise and stabilise the re- 
gion,” he said. 

Mr. Barzani called for 
armed U.N. forces, not just 
observers. 

The KDP and Jalal Talaba- 
ni's PUK have controlled 
northern Iraq in defiance of 
Baghdad since the aftermath of 
the 1991 Gulf war, under the 
protection of Western war- 
planes. Parliamentary elec- 
tions were held in May 1992. 

But fierce fighting between 
rival factions broke out in early 
May and have since claimed 
more than 600 lives, according 
to the Iraqi opposition. 

“These clashes were the 
worst event in my whole life. I 
felt so embarrassed that 1 
couldn't talk to the press 
directly.” Mr. Barzani said. 

“We did fail and we have to 
admit that,” he said at his 
headquarters in the mountain 
town of SaJaheddin, referring 
to the joint PUK-KDP control 
of Iraqi Kurdistan. 

“Although I forbade my 


fighters from fighting until the 
very moment they had to de- 
fend themselves, I couldn't 
prevent the killing and looting, 
we couldn't stop this stupid 
and suicidal war,” he said. 

“But this problem can be 
solved by democratic steps. 
That's why at the beginning of 
this year, the KDP asked for 
new' (parliamentary) elec- 
tions," Mr. Barzani said. 

The call for elections was a 
source of the friction which led 
to the outbreak of fighting at 
the initiative of the Iraqi 
National Congress, a coalition 
of Arab and Kurdish groups, 
opposed to President Saddam 


monitored the treatment of 
Iraqi Kurds in northern Iraq 
since the end of the Gulf war in 
early 1991. The western planes 
take daily reconnaissance 
flights in the no-fly zone in 
northern Iraq. 

The Security Council brings 
together Prime Minister Tansu 
CUler, Chief of General Staff 
General Dogan Gures and 
other senior officials. 

The ultimate decision on 
whether to permit the 75 U.S., 
British and French aircraft to 
remain at a southern Turkish 


base will be taken by parlia- 
ment before the ena of this 


month. 


iussein. 

The dashes have divided Ira- 
qi Kurdistan into KDP and 
PUK zones. 

“Four hundred years ago, 
this region was split into sever- 
al emirates. We don't want to 


fighting dares 



gion. 

The KDP leader also called 
for Amnesty International to 
investigate the fighting in Iraqi 
Kurdistan. 

In Ankara, Turkey an in- 
fluential panel comprising top 
leaders recommended Monday 


that a U.S.-led air force 
tecting Iraqi Kurds shoul 


pro- 
11 re- 


main longer in Turkey. 

The Turkish National Secur- 


ity Council, led by President 
Suleyman Derairel, 


said “the 
current situation in the region" 
calls for a continuation of the 
force's mandate. It did not give 
a specific time frame, but sug- 
gested “an appropriate 
period." 

The Security Council has 


only an advisory role, but it is 
influential. 


only an 
highly i 


Western planes have 


Fighting between the two 
main Iraqi Kurdish frictions 
flared anew Tuesday in the 
five-week-old civil war in 
northern Iraq and neighbour- 
ing Iran was accused of step- 
ping up its involvement in the 
conflict. 

Spokesman for the groups 
said the clashes were con- 
tinuing around Qala Diza, 100 
kilometres east of Erisil, seat of 
the government of the quasi- 
independent enclave estab- 
lished by the U.S.-led alliance 
after the 1991 Gulf war. 

PUK officials said that Ira- 
nian Revolutionary Guards 
and artillery were supporting 
the KDP and two pro-Iranian 
Islamic Kurdish groups allied 
with it 

The clashes shattered the 
ceasefire agreement reached 
over the weekend by Mr. Bar- 
zani and Mr. Talabani. 

Mr. Tofiq said Iranian re- 
volutionary guards had infil- 
trated across the border. 


An accounts officer (left) from the Palestinian 
police force pays the salary to a policeman in the 
polke force headq ua rters on Tuesday. The 


salary is between S400-S450 a policeman and 
$1200 per month for a higher ranking officer 
(AFP photo) 


Wife says 
parole 
impossible 
for Pollard 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
Jonathan Pollard, serving a life 
sentence for spying for Israel, 
hope of 


has no real hope of parole 
despite being eligible next 
year, his wife asserted 
Monday. 

Elaine Zeitz Pollard said her 
husband's parole eligibility was 
just a smokescreen to discour- 


age protest about the injustice 


Pollard's sentence. 

“Jonathan's already served 
twice as long as anyone else 
convicted of a similar offence 
in America,” she said. “What 
justification can there be for 
holding him a moment 
longer?" 


Mr. Pollard, a civilian intelli- 
gence analyst for the navy. 


pleaded guilty to passing sec- 
rets to Israel after his arrest in 


1985. President Clinton turned 
down his plea for commutation 
earlier this year. 

"After Jonathan got shafted 
this way, there is now a law on 
the books that no one can get 
more than 10 years for passing 
classified information to an 
ally," said Mrs. Pollard, who 
married Mr. Pollard last year. 

Mr. Pollard’s first wife, 
Anne Henderson Pollard, con- 
victed of possessing national 
defence documents, was freed 
after serving 40 months and 
moved to Israel, where she 
divorced Mr. Pollard, in 1990. 


Though Mr. Pollard is eligi- 
ble for parole in the fall of 
1995, no board will go against 
the recommendations of the 
sentencing judge, the prosecu- 
tor and the former secretary of 
defence. Caspar Weinberger. 
Mrs. Pollard said. 


The final straw, she said, 
was the manner in which Clin- 
ton denied a commutation, 
“saying that Jonathan is too 
dangerous to shave even a mi- 
nute off his sentence.” 

Speaking at a midtown syna- 
gogue, Mrs. Pollard said she 
ana her husband had decided 
to make their marriage public 
so that she could speak for him 
to try to rouse public conde- 
mnation of his treatment. 


She declined to talk about 
any details of their wedding. 
The Israeli press says it occur- 
red in Burner. N. Site of a 
medium-security federal prison 
to which Mr. Pollard was trans- 
ferred a year ago from the 
maximum-security penitenti- 


ary in Marion. Illinois. 
Mrs. 


Pollard. 38, a resident 
of Tornoto, said she had 
known Mr. Pollard in the past 
and they "reconnected" about 
four years ago. 


Palestinian Broadcasting 
Corporation goes on air 


JERICHO (AFP) — Palesti- 
nian television has gone on the 
air for the first time, broadcast- 
ing a test card, although the 
transmission was hampered by 
the fact that it came from one 
of the lowest spots on earth. 

The Palestinian Broadcast- 


ing Corporation (PBC) for 
radio and television put out a 


trial television transmission 
late Monday beamed from a 
convened hotel. 

The corporation’s circular 
logo, bearing the letters PBC 
in English, followed by the 
name in Arabic and the 
Palestinian flag on the side, 
was to appear on television 
sereens for 24 houis. 

The initial transmission co- 
vered Jericho only, and was 
beamed from a hotel which has 
been turned into a press cenfre 
for the visit of Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, ex- 
pected here later this month. 

As technicians connected 
cables and put up {pant aerials 
on the roof, painters and 
carpenters were hurriedly re- 
novating the 30-room building 
which has been dosed to the 
public. 

At a cost of around $1 mil- 
lion, the television centre’s 
main function will be to cover 
Mr. Arafat’s visit. Transmis- 
sion to the rest of the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip will 
be ready within a week, techni- 
cians promised. 

After Mr. Arafat's visit is 
over, the station will continue 
to operate as a relay for the 
permanent broadcasting cen- 
tre. the location of which is at 
the centre of a dispute between 
Israel and the PLO. 

The Palestinians want to set 
it up in the Israeli-occupied 
town of Ramailah. also on the 
West Bank, where a pre-1967 
Jordanian centre stands. But 


Israel wants them to stay in 
Jericho. 

“We are happy to see the 
word ’Palestine’ on the 
screen.” said corporation head 
Rad wan Abu Ayash. “We’ve 
been watching and listening to 
others, now its time for others 
to listen to us." 

It is the first ever Palestinian 
television station. Until recent- 
ly. the PLO beamed radio 
programmes from stations in 
Cairo, Baghdad and Tunis. 

However, not all residents 
were able to tune in their sets 
to the new station which used a 
higher frequency channel than 
usual. Palestinian technicians’ 
said they may later adjust the 
channel for wider reception. 

Among the many problems 
facing the new station is the 
location of Jericho. At more 
than 400 metres below sea 
level, this valley oasis is one of 
the lowest spots in the world 
and will make transmission dif- 
ficult 

"Our plan was to have a 
main studio in Ramailah, con- 
nected with one in Gaza and 
one in Jericho," Mr. Abu 
Ayash said. “Because we have 
no other choice, we will trans- 
mit from Jericho although it is 
terrible from such a low area.’’ 

He said two French-made 
boosting towers were to be 
placed on a surrounding moun- 
tain and on a nearby highway. 
Most of the small equipment 
and transmitters was bought 
from Israel. 

A French-donated vehicle 
for external transmission, and 
other equipment donated by 
Germany are on their way to 
Jericho, he said. 

Mr. Abu Ayash said $55 
million were needed to estab- 
lish the permanent broadcast- 


ing centre and its studios, most 
of whic 


which have been promised 
by the European Union 


Palestinian businessmen to tour E. Europe 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — A group of 20 Palestinian 
businessmen is due to fly to Poland on Tuesday to spend two 
weeks looking for business opportunities in Eastern Europe; 
the group's organiser said. Hanna Siniora said the business- 
men would attend a trade fair in Poland, then visit the Czech 
Republic, Slovakia and Romania. “These countries could 
provide materials such as cement, iron, steel and wood that 
wall be needed to rebuild the Palestinian infrastructure,” said 
Mr. Siniora, who is chairman. of the European Palestinian- 
Chamber of Commerce. International donors have promised 
at least $2.4 billion to rebuild the Palestinian economy to back 
file au tono my agreement with Israel. PLO officials would not 1$ 
travelling with the group, Mr. Siniora said. Many Palestinian 
economists see the Eastern European countries as more 
natural trading partners for the developing Palestinian eco- 
nomy than the industrialised Western states. 


Qatar firm to set up ferry services in Gulf 


DOHA (R) — Qatar plans to introduce a ferry service for cars 
and passengers between Doha, Bahrain and Dubai ports from 
October, a Qatar shipping company official raid. -The com- 
pany's chairman, Abdul Aziz Hussein Salatt. told its first 
annual shareholders meeting on Sunday that it finalised 
contracting arrangements with Britain’s Sea Containers Ltd to 
charter a vessel that can cany 431 passengers and 85 cars. He 
said details like safe loading, unloading of vehicles and the 
frequency of the service were still being discussed. He said the 
company's board of directors had decided to acquire fgjjr' 
second-hand ships at a cost of around $15 million in the near 
future to transport crude oil, liquefied petroleum gas, iron or?, 
petrochemicals and other cargoes. 


Sikorsky seeks sell helicopters Gulf 


DUBAI (AP) — The U.S. Sikorsky aircraft company is 
bidding to sell its S-7Q Seahawk helicopter to the United Arab 
Emirates navy to help combat Iranian submarines. Sikorsky 
officials told reporters Monday that negotiations with the 
Defence Ministry began more than a year ago. “We see tile 
Middle East as a good market and there's alot of potential for 
Sikorsky,” said Hank van Gorder, the companies Middle East 
marketing manager. The S-70 variant used by the U.S. Array, 
the UH-60 Black Hawk, played a key role on the 1991 Gulf 
war. More than 400 were used on a wide range of military and 
naval missions as troop transports, electronic jammers, 
gunships. Hawk variants also have an anti-submarine role, 
which is a capability Arab Gulf states are seeking to counter 
Iran's acquisition of three Russian Kilo-class attack sub- 
marines. The SH-60B, the U.S. Navy variant of the S-79B, 
carries sonars for detecting submarines, along with torpedoes 
and depth charges. So far, the Islamic Republic is the only 
state in the region with submarines. 


Egypt rights group slams military trials 


CAIRO (R) — An Egyptian human rights group on Monday 
expressed its concern at the continued use of military courts to 
try suspected militants and called on the Egyptian government 
to ensure defendants' legal rights. The Egyptian Organisation 
for Human Rights (EOHR) made its statement a day after 17 
militants accused of trying to kill the interior minister 
appeared before military judges. If convicted, the men could 


face the death penalty. “EOHR’s concerns are exacerbated 
due to the fact that defen 


fendants in military courts are denied, by 
the provisions of military law, their right to appeal to a higifff 
court," die group said. “This point becomes ail the more 
serious considering the increasing frequency of death sent- 
ences issued by military courts in these cases (of militants),” ft 
added. '■* 


Bomb in Iranian town market hurts 3 


NICOSIA (R) — A bomb blast in a market in the southeast- 
ern Iranian town of Zahedan injured three people and 
shattered nearby windows on Monday, Iran’s official IRNA 
news agency said. IRNA raid “a relatively powerful sound 
bomb” went off in the town’s central market and local official 
were investigating. In March two bombs went off in Zahedan. 
near the Pakistani border, and an Iranian newspaper said they 
were set off by a Pakistan-based Sunni Muslim militant group. 
Iran’s population is about 90 per cent Shiite Muslim, with 
Sunnis living mostly in various border provinces. Zahedan 
residents said in February that police triggered a riot there 
while trying to quell a protest by armed men over the 
destruction of a Sunni mosque . in the northern city of 
Mashhad. 7 


Saudi diplomat fears for his life after protesting regime 


NEW YORK (AP) — A mem- 
ber of the Saudi Arabian mis- 
sion to the United Nations 
went into hiding Monday be- 
cause he said he feared for his 
life after speaking out against 
human rights violations in his 
country. 

Mohammad Abdullah Al 
Khilewi, in a statement re- 
leased by his lawyers, said he 
wrote an urgent letter on May 
17 to the crown prince and 
other top Saudi officials after 
he “learned through secret 
documents... of positive proof 
of the severe violations of hu- 
man rights in Saudi Arabia.” 

Mr. Khilewi, a first secretary 
in the mission, said that in the 
letter he stated his "sincere 
opposition to the current reg- 
ime in Riyadh," accusing it of 
□sing family favouritism, cor- 


ruption and purposeful incite- 
ment of hatred to divide and 
weaken the public. 

The country’s leaders, he 
added, had involved Saudi 
Arabia in wars with Muslim 
countries and forced the coun- 
try to enter into nuclear 
arrangements that risk the lives 
of its people. 

The letter contained de- 
mands for the elimination of 
human rights violations and 
told Saudi leaders that he had 
collected almost 14.000 secret 
documents that prove the cur- 
rent regime is operating illegal- 
ly, he said. 

Within hours of receiving 
the letter, a Saudi ambassador 
in Washington telephoned him 
from Washington to let him 
know a private jet would bring 
him there and eventually to a 


private suite at the Watergate 
Hotel, he said. 

“Based upon my experience, 
,1 understood this to be an 
attempt to kidnap me and re- 
turn me to Saudi Arabia for 
the treatment accorded to voc- 
al opponents of the regime,” 
Mr. Khilewi wrote. 


who can no longer tolerate the 
abuses of the present Saudi 
administration/' he added ^ 
The statement was released 
by Michael Wildes, a Manhat- 
tan attorney who is represent- 
ing him along with his father, 
Leon. 


He said he deiayed respond- 
ing and was met by a Saudi 
intelligence officer who offered 
to buy his silence before thre- 
atening his life and lives of his 
family in New York and in 
Saudi Arabia. 


Mr. Wildes said he coulcnfot 
comment on speculation that 
Mr. Khilawi had asked the 
United States for asylum. 

“We’re not prepared to con- 
firm this at this point,” Mr. 
Wildes said. 


*T found it necessary to 
leave my office and home be- 
cause I fear for my life,” he 
wrote. 

“I have added my voice to a 
growing number of moderate, 
educated Saudi intellectuals 


Saudi Arabia's U.N. missibn 
was closed for the night and 
senior diplomats could not be 
reached for comment. 

Saudi diplomats at the Un- 
ited Nations, could not be 
reached for comment late 
Monday. ; 
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CHURCHES 

Si. Mary of Nazareth Church Sweffkh, 

Td. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785- 

Vt* Cbnrdi Td. 624590. 
Church of the AmmadaUoo Tel. 
637440. 

De b Salle CMRfa Tel. 661757 
ToTasancta Chwtli Tel: 622366 
Cbnreb of the A im n ncbW oa Tel. 
623541. 


Church TeL 630851. TeL 


Armenian Cathode Charch Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Charch Tel. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Chmch Td. 771751. 
Amman i mt w it Uin.1 Church Td. 
652S26. 

Eruaetieal L ath a m Charch Tel: 
824328. 
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JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Yesterday's Iqgb t emp e ra tures: Am- 
man 35. Aqaba 40. Humidity leadings: 
Amman 12 per cent. Aqaba 10 per 


cent. 


Td. 811295 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Relative hot weather cooditiOQs wtU 
prevail with temperatures dropping 
gradually and winds northwesterly 
light to moderate. In Aqaba, it will be 
hot with winds northerly moderate and 
mat calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 2033 

Aqaba 25/39 

Deserts 18/36 

Jordan Yattey 22/38 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Nasr 751 144 

Dr. Yousef Abdo 694916 

Dr. Jamd Ja*bari 796460 

Dr. Abdul Had Tayyim 620115 

Ffarsphannacy 6619 12 

ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asesta pharmacy 637055 

Nairoskh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

qhmdsMu pharmacy 637660 

Nairtmjh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

DUHD: 

Dr.AUAIShoqdri 246140 

AlOuds pharmacy (— ) 

DrjSJib Attallah 

Kbafifeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence lmmcrfiatc 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emerg en cy 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.657777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PnNic Security Department 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance 1 121 

Overseas (Ms 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Renans...... 623101 

Abdali Telephone Ri^airs 661101 

Jordan Tdcvision 773111 

Ratfio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 53200 

Oueen Alia Inti. Airport. 06-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 81381302 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn ... 644281/6 
Akdeh Maternity. J. Amn — 642441/2 

Jsbd Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhos.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmctsani 664171/4 

Shmctsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Abli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. At-Mnhajrocn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 7751 1 1/26 

Army.9Marfca 8916! 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARt/A: 

Zan)a Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zaraa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

[bnSina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikna Modem Hospital (09)990990 

QUID'. 

Princess Basnu Hospital J02J275555 

Greek Catboik Hospital (02)272275 

IfanAINafoo Hospital (02 >247100 

AQABA: 

PrinwGHaya Hospital (OQpMMl 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA ' 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

09t30 .... Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Lamaca (RJ) 

1®s 25 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

16:80 

New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

17^5 London (RJ) 

J** 2 * Istanbul (RJ ) 

Brussels, Paris (RJ) 

Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

19:10 ....Toronto, Montreal (RJ) 
19^25 .... Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

*9^30 RomefRJ) 

Beirut (Rjj 

91:28 Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

11:18 Damascus (AZ) 


JJrJ® Lamaca (CY) 

JJ“22 Jeddah (SA) 

L** 5 Cairo (RJ) 

13=38 Abu Dhabi. Doha iGF) 

Karachi. Abu Dhabi (nj 

J*- 2 ® ; Algiers (AA) 

•KW Pans* Damascus ( AF) 

IS ::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

23:25 Amsserdani (KL) 

RoyM Jordanian (RJ) Fllgttta 
(Terminal 1) 

•M8 - Rome (RJ) 

11:15 .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

j'* Be*™. London (RJ) 

17M Casa Blanca. Tunis |R|) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

Colombo (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

a ** 5 Riyadh (RJ) 

NewDdhi(Rj) 

Calcutta. Bangkok (Rjl 

ZM8 Abu Dhabi. Dubai 1RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 

E" Beirut. Paris (AFi 

•; Rome(AZ) 

22! Jeddah (SU; 

«=*2 Abu Dhabi. Karachi ftTl 

,7i2B Algiers, Sharqah ( AA) 


52? Dubai (EM) 

W:Z5 Amsterdam (KL) 

HUAfc RAILWAY TRAIN 

thq>- Amu 800 ULcrety Monday 

Arr.DaaaxBS 5:90p.m. croyMoBCtty 

Dr bautas 7J0a.m.etaySomhy 

Arr. Amman 5:00 p.m. every Senday 

MARKET prices 

Upperflower price in tUs per kg. 

Banana (Mukammar) 620 

180/100 

S?™* 320220 

^ 

100/50 

(small) 240/ 1M 

I*# 3 "* 1«VH» 

J**™ - 650/450 

)* moa 380/240 

Marrow (large) ... IO0/S 

W»row(8raan) 240/17? 

Mulukhiah jgy M0 

Orange ^200 

P 1 ** 0 " (dry) 180 1 90 

Swee t Mekia 340/2*0 

PfrPerflmQ 240/160 

{2»pcr (sweet),,, 340 / 240 

Potato 151V2S0 

5S 

tomato __ 140.0) 

Sto'ag betas 4SIV 350 

Watermelon 140/80 
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^U.S, ambassador urges private sector 
°%-to form new trade partnerships abroad 
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By Elia NasraHah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — U.S. Ambassa- 
dor to Jordan Wesley Egan 
Tuesday urged the Kingdom's 
business community to take 
the initiative in forming new 
trade partnerships abroad and 
help promote the country's 
economy. 

ft is important that the pri- 
vate sector seize the opportun- 
ity of the coming peace and try 
to help Jordan benefit from the 
fruits of stability by launching 
serious efforts in trade and by 
betping towards removing all 
trade restrictions, said Mr. 
Egan at a luncheon hosred at 
the IntcrrConrinental Hotel bv 
the Amman Rotary Gub. 

He added that it is incum- 
bent upon the private sector to 
help the country’s drive to- 
wards privatisation and attract- 
ing new investments as pan of 
the general drive towards sti- 
mulating the national eco- 
nomy. 

- ‘ Pointing to concerns of U.S. 
a<$nini$tration and Congress 
that the U.S. was annually 
losing between Si 2 and S15 
billion due to violations of in- 
tellectual property rights, the 
ambassador said U.S. firms 
and businesspersons are en- 
couraged to do business in 
areas where there are safe- 
guards against such violations. 

- Referring to U.S. aid to Jor- 
dan this year, Mr. Egan said he 
expected agreement would be 
reached for a S28 million grant 
to the Kingdom which will be 
-utilised to promote cultural, 
developmental and environ- 
mental resources management. 

This year also. Washington 
is supplying S13 million within 
the Commodity Import Prog- 
ramme (CIP) and $14 million 
for ther Services Sector Re- 
form Programme in the form 
of grants, and another $15 mil- 
lion in concessional loans with- 
in its Food Assistance Prog- 
ramme, said the ambassador. 

The CIP was established in 
1985 to provide financing to 
Jordan's public and private 




~WM 



U.S. Ambassador to Jordan Wesley Egan, 
Amman Rotary Club President Suleiman A1 


sector importers to enable 
them to import manufactured 
goods and raw materials neces- 
sary to Jordan's economic de- 
velopment. 

Mr. Egan said his country 
would continue to provide sup- 
port to the government of Jor- 
dan to help it develop the 
national economy, promote its 
tourism industry and help con- 
duct archaeological excava- 
tions. as well os support the 
Kingdom's efforts to resche- 
dule its foreign debt. 

Commenting on remarks by 
Amman Rotary Club President 
Suleiman Al Far and rotary 
members and guests on the 
Jewish settlements in the occu- 
pied Palestinian lands and wa- 
ter issues, Mr. Egan said both 
of these issues have to be 
settled through the mulf :, ateral 
and bilateral phases of the 
Arab-Israeli peace negotia- 


tions. 

According to the U.S. 
ambassador, although the 
question of Jewish settlements 
has been delayed and other 
topics have been given priority 
in the peace negotiations, the 
water issue takes urgent prior- 
ity since population growth 
and increasing economic activi- 
ties place heavy pressures on 
the country’s water resources. 

He said it was up to the 
countries of the region neigh- 
bouring Jordan, as well as the 
Kingdom itself, to reach a 
water-sharing formula. 

Asked whether the U.S. 
would reduce its present level 
of support for Israel after 
peace has been established, 
Mr. Egan said he did not ex- 
pect that to happen. 

On the issue of trade via 
Aqaba, be said he was encour- 
aged by reports that the Jorda- 


NHF to start training 
Iranian delegation 


NMC to present its own 
in song recital, concert 


AMMAN (J.T.) — After- 
being accredited by the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
as a regional training centre for 
the Eastern Mediterranean re- 
gion, Noor AI Hussein Found- 
ation (NHF) will Wednesday 
organise a 10-day training 
programme for an Iranian de- 
legation, according to an NHF 
statement. 

" The training programme, 
organised for the first time by 
NHFs Quality of Life Project 
(QOL), which was initiated in 
1989 in cooperation with the 
WHO and the Ministry of 
Health, aims at introducing 
Jordan's experience in ap- 
plying the basic minimum 
. needs (BMN) approach 10 im- 
prove the quality of life in the 
rural areas. 

It includes lectures and 
.workshops on the philosophy 
and strategy of the BMN 


approach, its snrvey, results 
and management as well as 
visits to the Jordanian villages 
where the QOL project is 
being implemented, discussion 
and evaluation sessions. 

The programme will be 
anended by Iranian experts in 
health and development as 
well as QOL project em- 
ployees. Other training prog- 
rammes will be held at the end 
of this month for delegations 
from Iran and Egypt. 

The success of the Jordanian 
experience is represented 
through the basic development 
achievements realised by the 
QOL project in the beneficiary 
villages which witnessed an im- 
provement in housing and 
health conditions, women li- 
teracy, motherhood and child- 
hood health care and increase 
in income, said the statement. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
National Music Conservatory 
(NMC)/Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation will present a recit- 
al by soprano Lexi Haddadin 
accompanied by pianist Sarnia 
Ghannoum and violinist Alla 
Rozumiak at 8:00 p.m. on 
Thursday at the Royal Cultural 
Centre (RCC). 

The programme includes 
songs and lyrics by Brahms, 
Schubert, Puccini, St rauss^ 
Mozart and others. 

Lexi Haddadin studied voice 
at Augastina College, in North 
Dakota. U.S., where she par- 
ticipated in several recitals, 
choirs and music theatre per- 
formances. 

Samia Ghannoum studied 
piano in Amman and con- 
tinued her studies at the British 
Royal School of Music. She is a 
faculty member at the National 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


j ®** ^ ^King confers medal on Chilean envoy 




AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday 
conferred upon out-going Chilean Ambassador Nelson Had- 
dad Heresi the biiklal "Medal of the First Order on the 
occasion of the end of his tour of duty in Jordan. The medal 
was presented to Mr. Haddad by Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Talal Al Hassan at a special lunch banquet held in his 
honour. Mr. Heresi leaves Amman to become Santiago's 
ambassador to Egypt. 


Princess Sarvath receives Ambassador 
Foundation team 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath 
received Tuesday at the Royal Gouri a representative of the 
Ambassador Foundation of the United States and a delegation 
of its American volunteers who have been working at the 
Young Women’s Muslim Association (YWMA) and at the 
Amman Baccalaureate School. Princess Sarvath thanked the 
U.S. foundation for the work of its volunteers. 




WHAT’S GOING ON 


FLIGHT FOR LIFE ACTIVITIES 

☆ Lecture: “Wings Over Jordan,” by Jody Ledea of the 
oknlfgU team, on Thursday at the British Council al (MO 
pjn. 

* Fond -raising Dinner: for the Cancer Research Campaign, 
sponsored by Royal Jordanian at the Intercontinental 
Hotel, Thursday at 8:30 p.m., tickets JD 20. 

* Open Day Flying: with the microhgbt team of world 
champions and She Royal Jordanian Gliding Club, on 
Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Tickets JD 5. 

☆ Ond Redtal: by Munir Bashir al the Royal Cultural Centre, 
Saturday at 8.-00 p.m. Tickets JD 5. 

* Proceeds win go to support the work at the Cancer Research 

Fv^^raution call Royal Jordanian Gliding Club 891401 
(253) or Friends of Archaeology 6967*2 

recital 

☆ National Music Conservatory Orchestra, at the Royal 
Cnttnnl Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

WORLD CUP USA 1994 

if Arabic language video series of World Cup footiwH 
matches entitled ‘ ‘World Cup USA 1994” at the American 
(Ww auditorium (4:00 p.m.-5:0€ p.m.). 

FILM 

☆ F0m in Engfisfa entitled “GUda” at the Phoenix Gallery for 
Art and Store at 7:00 p.m. (Td. 6 95291) . 


SEMINAR 

☆ Se minar In Arabic entitled “Natural Reserves — Are They 
a Necessity or What?’* at Abdul Hameed Sbonun Founda- 
tion in Jabal Amman at 6:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

it Lecture entitled “Aux Sources De La Fontaine’* by May 
Mndhaffar and Gerard Martinez at the French Cultural 
Centre at 6:00 p.m. I 

EXHlOnilONS 

tr Painting exhibition by Joddanian artist Abdul Ra*nf Sha- 
m'oen at Da rat Al Fraud of the Abdul Hameed Sboman 
Foundation in Jabal Luwdbdeh, Abo showing “perma- 
nent” exhibition of 56 Arab contemporary artists (Tel. 
643251 / 2 ). ! 

it Plastic art exhibition by artist Mohamn??id Al Ameri entitled 
“Body* at Baladna Art Galley (Td. 687598). 

☆ Exhibition of paintings }y I’atima El-Hdu at Goethe- 
1 partem. 

dr Ceramics exhibition by artist Hoda Qassem at the Royal 
Cultural pentre. 

☆ Art exhibition of Chinese paintings at Abdul Hameed 
Sboman Foundation in Jabal Amman. 

4 Photography exhibit entitled ’ “Faces of Jordan” at the 
American Center. 

■ft Exhibition by artist !«« furiawi at Balqa Art Gallery in 
Fnhas (Td. 720677). I 


10 groups formed to draft papers 
for Beijing conference on women 


Far and Turkish Ambassador to Jordan 
Mehmet lrtenrelik (left to right) on the dais 
of the luncheon hosted by the club Tuesday. 


man government and the 
London-based Lloyds Register 
agency were conducting nego- 
tiations to observe the enforce- 
ment of the U.N. sanctions 
against Iraq. 

Referring directly to the 
embargo on Iraq. Mr. Egan 
said that he did not expect it to 
be lifted soon. 

The sanctions continues to 
be reexamined by the Security 
Council every 60 days, in order 
to determine when they can be 
lifted, he added. The ambassa- 
dor said that not a single mem- 
ber of the 13-member council 
has yet formally requested the 
lifting of the sanctions. 

The luncheon was attended 
by the Turkish ambassador to 
Jordan and the charge d’af- 
faires of South Africa in Am- 
inan among pr ominent 
businesspersons and other 
guests. 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Ten groups were 
formed Tuesday at a prepara- 
tory national conference on 
Jordan's participation in the 

International Women's Con- 
ference scheduled for Septem- 
ber 1995 in Beijing. 

Addressing more than 200 
delegates from various institu- 
tions. Her Royal Highness 
Princess Basina, who will head 
the Kingdom's delegation to 
Beijing, said the country's par- 
ticipation is essential and 
“hopefully both the public and 
official representatives will 
help reflect a positive image of 
Jordan." 

Princess Basina had earlier 
announced the formation of an 
executive office that will act as 
a link between the various 
bodies, official and non- 
offidal. that will participate in 
the 1995 world gathering. The 
Princess had also announced 
that Shadia Nusseir. of the 
Queen Alia Fund for Social 
Development (QAr), will 
head the executive office. 

Ms. Nusseir told the Jordan 
Times Tuesday that this is the 
firs: non-governmenta! orga- 
nisation activity in preparation 
for the Beijing conference, and 
it aimed at en ouraging public 
involvement. 

"We have divided the topics 
to 10 issues and divided the 
participants to 10 groups to 
discuss the relevant papers, 
and each group came up with 
certain recommendations,” 
Ms. Nusseir said. 

In Tuesday's ir eting these 
groups split up to c . ^cuss topics 
to be included in Jordan's 
national paper to the Beijing 
conference. 

One such topic was women's 
rights in Jordan and trying to 
locate the obstacles that pre- 
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Her Royal Highness Princess Basina Tugs- Haifa Abu Ghazaleh, president oi the 
day addr esses a national preparatory con- Genera! Federation of Jord an ian Women 
ference for the 1995 International Women’s and Shadia Nusseir of the Queen Alia Fund 
Conference in Beijing. On Ihe podium are for Social Development (Photo by Rana 


vent women from obtaining 
their full rights. 

Another group discussed hu- 
man rights from an interna- 
tional perspective and tried to 
evaluate the status of human 
rights in Jordan. 

Participants also suggested 
focusing on women’s status in 
the Kingdom in terms of im- 
proving women's education, 
training women and providing 
health "and soda! programmes 
for their benefit. 

In the small business sector, 
participants suggested evaluat- 
ing women's working role in 
Jordan and studying the obsta- 
cles to women in or planning to 
join the labour force. 

At the international level. 


Husseini) 

participants demanded more 
importance on women's role in 
international affairs and also 
discussed women's political fu- 
ture in Jordan. 

In addition, participants sug- 
gested studying women's so- 
da!, economic, health and edu- 
cational status and ways to 
improve it. 

Haifa Abu Ghazaleh, presi- 
dent of the General Federation 
of Jordanian Women (GFJW), 
said Jordan's participation in 
the 1995 conference will help 
explain Jordanian women’s 
status and expand public 
awareness of the importance of 
supporting women’s affairs. 

The 10 committees estab- 
lished Tuesday, she said, will 


aid in listing the priorities to be 
adopted in the U.N. Agenda 
for the 1996-2000 period. 

The partidpating groups 
concluded the meeting with 
each submitting suggestions 
and recommendations for the 
forum that will be presented to 
the September 1995 confer- 
ence. 

According to Ms. Nusseir. 
another two conferences on 
the regional level will be held 
in November. One mil be for 
the countries of the region in 
coordination with the U.N. 
Economic and Social Commis- 
sion for Western Asia 
(ESCWA) and the second for 
non-governmental organisa- 
tion (NGOs). 


Germany helj~s water authority 
study distribution network 


Chief justice approves 
pre-marriage blood tests 


Music Conservatory and is also 
choir conductor of Ahliyeb and 
Amman National schools 
choirs. Ms. Ghannoum also 
partidpated in establishing the 
choir of the Young Women’s 
Christian Association 
(YWCA) in Amman and is a 
member of the choir. 

The Russian violinist, Alla 
Rozumiak, is a member of the 
Faculty at the conservatory. 
She left her work as concert 
uj£ij||<|he Opera Theatre 
orchestra in Poland 
to join the NMC in Jordan as a 
yiolin teacher and concert mas- 
ter of the conservatory's 
orchestra. 

On Wednesday the orches- 
tra of the NMC will perform at 
8:00 p.m. at the RCC. The 
programme includes pieces by 
Mozart. Haydn, Schubert, 
Handel and Dvorak. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Water 
Authority is conducting a 
wide-ranging study on water 
distribution networks in the 
Greater Amman region with 
financial assistance from the 
German government, accord- 
ing to Qusai Qteishat, the Wa- 
ter Authority director. 

He told the Jordan Times 
Tuesday that the German gov- 
ernment is conducting the 
study and providing the ex- 
perts as a grant. Later the 
authority will implement a JD 
30 million project over four to 
five years to “rehabilitate the 
water network” in order to 
minimise water losses from 
faulty pi pa. 

The project will also email 
the installation of a network 
for channelling waste water 
from Ein Ghazal in east Am- 
man to the Khirbet Al Samra 
waste water rreatmenr plant 
.near Zarqa, according to Mr. 
Qteishat. 

The project study gram is 
being provided by the German 
Development Bank, said Mr. 
Qteishat, who returned Mon- 
day evening from a visit to 
Germany where he held re- 
lated talks with bank officials. 


According to a working pap- 
er submitted by the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation to 2 sym- 
posium on water management 
organised in Amman last 
November, more than half of 
Jordan's production of water 
for domestic purposes goes un- 
accounted for, thus posing one 
of the most serious problems 
faring water management in 
the Kingdom. 

The paper cited leakage, 
illegal usage, unmetred de- 
liveries and human error as the 
main causes of unaccounted 
water. 

The Water Authority will 
finance the maintenance and 
rehabilitation project through 
its own means and loans 
obtained from different 
sources, said Mr. Qteishat. 

He said that during the 
week-long visit to Germany he 
toured several waste water 
treatment plants to study their 
systems and discussed with the 
water authority in Nuremberg 
the prospect of “twinning" that 
authority' with Amman's in a 
concept to pave the ground for 
mutual cooperation in water 
related affairs. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Health has acquired the 
approval of the office of the 
Chief Islamic Justfce in Am- 
man to draft regulations re- 
quiring certain couples plan- 
ning to marry. Health Minister 
Abdul Rahim Malhas said 
Tuesday. 

Chief Justice Sheikh Lzzedin 
Al Khatib Al Tamimi informed 
the health minister that his 
office approved the measure as 
it does not conflict with reli- 
gious beliefs. 

Dr. Malhas told the Jordan 
Tunes that the ministry will 
start drawing up the necessary 
regulations immediately. 

The regulations require the 
approval of the Council of 
Ministers, but no endorsement 
is required from Parliament as 
they do not constitute a law, he 
explained. 

In an earlier statement to the 
Jot-* :n Times, Dr. Malhas said 
thi.. the proposed regulations 
would require couples to 
undergo blood tests before 
their nuptials to determine if 


either partner suffers from 
any blood disease and other 
genetic problems that could 
result in their children being 
born with congenital mal- 
formation or retardation. 

The minister said that he was 
enlisting the help of the office 
of the chief justice concerning 
the ministry’s intentions to 
issue the regualtions before 
taking the next move. 

According to Dr. Malhas, no 
proper survey has been con- 
ducted in the Kingdom deter- 
mined the causes of congenital 
malformation or retardation. 
But he cited intermarriages 
and blood diseases as two ma- 
jor factors that could result in 
the delivery of disabled chil- 
dren. 

After the regulations have 
been published and im- 
plemented, couples planning 
to marry will be required to 
obtain a certificae showing the 
results of the blood tests from 
the Ministry of Health. 

The certificate will deter- 
mine what kind of birth de- 
fects (if any) could be ex- 
pected and any other blood 
diseases either partner might 
have. 


Air transport workers union member 
denies she resigned from presidency 


By Karonza M. Jadoun 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Sou ’ad Bakir. 
recently elected president ot 
the Air Transport Workers 
Union (ATWU), has denied 
reports in the local media 
that she resigned her post at 
the union. 

Ms. Bakir, who won the 
ATWU presidency with an 
overwhelming 697 votes 
against the second highest 
recipient with 45S votes, said 
that the installation of Abdul 
Halim Khaddam as the new 
president is illegal, and she 
refuses to accept what she 
described as an attempt to 
belittle her and Jordanian 
women. 

According to Article 84 of 
the union's regulations, the 
administrative committee has 
the right ip change adminis- 
trative posts by calling for a 
new election whenever it 
deems necessary, provided 
the proposed change is on the 
agenda distributed to union 
members three days prior 
their next scheduled meeting. 

According to administra- 
tive committec/member Na- 
bil Salem, union members 
met in mid-May and 
approved the administrative 
committee's proposal to hold 


new elections. 

On May 28 ATWU mem- 
bers again cast ballots for the 
union's president, said Mr. 
Salem. According to Mr. 
Salem. Ms. Bakir obtained 
only one vole in the second 
election. 

"Personally i was against 
the idea, yet eight of the 11 
(administrative' committee) 
members thought that 
another vote should be con- 
ducted." said Mr. Salem 
without elaborating. 

He stressed, however, that 
Ms. Bakir was among those 
who favoured a new election. 
"The whole process was per- 
fectly legal,'' he said. 

Mr. Khaddam. the most 
recently-elected ATWU 
president, who is also presi- 
dent of the central council of 
the General Federation of 
Jordanian Trade Unions, said 
that when Ms. Bakir was first 
elected, she received the 
votes of Al Ara' bl«3c. which 
had three of its own members 
running for president of the 
ATWU, on condition and in 
a prior agreement with Ms. 
Bakir tha't she resigns from 
the presidency after one 
month. 

Mr. Khaddam said that 
Ms. Bakir agreed to give her 
bloc of votes to the Al Ala' 


bloc in the new election. 
When she did no: quit as 
previously agreed, Mr. Khad- 
dam added, her earlier sup- 
porter* turned against her. 

But Mr. Bakir (34) denied 
claims that she had resigned 
or could not shoulder her 
responsibilities as ATWU 
president. 

She accused those who 
made such allegations as 
being against women in posi- 
tions of leadership. She 
blamed union members for 
these allegations which, she 
maintained, were directed at 
deriding her for ‘.their own 
purposes. 

Ms. Bakir said the problem 
is “that union members do 
not want a wbrtian to preside 
over them.’ 

She has contacted the 
General Federation of Jorda- 
nian Women (GFJW) :o dis- 
cuss the matter but has re- 
ceived no response yet. 

Mr. Khaddam, however 
denied Ms. Bakir’s-charges of 
sexism and said that she lack- 
ed experience m ijtaon work. 

Mr. Salem agreed with Mr. 
Khaddam saying: “1 think 
that Ms. Bakir has not spent 
enough time proving herself. 
She is new in the business and 
she needed more time." He 
said he was against revoting. 


but thar this was the wish of 
the majority of the adminis- 
trative committee. 

“It's good to have women 
in the union, but also it’s 
democracy,” Mr. Salem 
added. 

According to Ms. Bakir 
there is disorganisation in the 
union. 

“Members cannot agree on 
anything. Everyone is after 
the office (of president), it is 
not a matter of responsibil- 
ity.” said Ms. Bakir. 

Mr. Khaddam on this point 
agreed with Ms. Bakir saying 
that eight of the committee 
members are>newin the field. 
"They sky-rocketed from the 
base of the pyramid to its 
peak." he said. 

According to Mr. Khad- 
dam, he has already begun 
work in his new post and 
convened a meeting last 
Monday. He added that Ms. 
Bakir was absent from the 
meeting. 

Ms. Bakir said she has re- 
ferred the matter of her pres- 
idency to the ATWU general 
assembly. “I art) waiting to 
see what happens, but 1 can- 
not continue in such a situa- 
tion in a unicn which cannot 
agree on anything. I will 
eventually resign, but after I 
make myself dear.” 
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Single standard for all 


THE STANDOFF between North Korea, on the- 
one hand, and Washington and its allies in the 
U.N. Security Council on the other, over 
Pyongyang’s refusal to accept inspection of its 
andear facilities threatens to escalate to omi- 
nous proportions when and if the council 
adopts any sanctions against the Kim D Song 
regime. The tug-of-war between the two sides 
also hi g hli g hts the issue of non-proliferation of 
nuclear weapons as per the Non-Proliferation 
Treaty against the backdrop of double stan- 
dards hi the application of the objectives of the 
treaty under which the privileged nuclear states 
sought to prevent other countries from joining 
their dub. 

At a time when all states and societies 
concede that nuclear and thermonuclear arsen- 
als should not be used or even built, certain 
capitals in the world, notably the permanent 
members of the Security Council, have aggres- 
sively developed their military nuclear capabili- 
ties to the maximum. Some nuclear powers 
possess enough such mass destruction weapons 
to blow up Earth many times over. The 
manufacture and testing of nuclear bombs went 
on also Inspite of the repeated U.N. General 
Assembly resolutions and several international 
treaties that regarded their deployment as 
constituting crimes against humanity. 

Against this backdrop, the heavy-handed 
attempts by certain permanent members of the 
Security Council to inspect North Korea’s 
nuclear programme appear lacking at least 
from a moral point of view. Here in the Middle 
East, where farad has been allowed to develop 
its own nuclear weapons systems without caus- 
ing as little as a wink by the big powers, there is 
a vivid vision of the double standards adopted 
by the West. 

It must be remembered that both India and 
Pakistan were once the subject of a similar 
campaign which ended up being frustrated 
simply because the hands of those who were 
c allin g for the elimination of nuclear weapons 
were not exactly clean. 

We would like to see the mgjor nuclear 
powers offer an example to the other countries 
which still covet the same system of offence or 
defence. The least that we expect them to do is 
' to renounce the use of such mass destruction 
weapons before they ask others to foresake 
their manufacture and possession. This is not 
likely to happen for obvious reasons. Mean- 
while the insistence that North Korea or any 
other country for that matter yield to interna- 
tional inspection by die International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) continues to be morally 
hollow even though we would want to see 
nothing less than an end to North Korea’s 
nuclear programme. Pyongyang should seize 
upon this opportunity not to escape Internation- 
al surveillance but rather to lobby for the 
application of a single standard in the guest for 
a nuclear free world. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENT ARIES 


A COLUMNIST in Al RaM Arabic daily criticised the 
members of die Golf Cooperation Council (GCC) except 
Qatar for siding with die Yemeni Socialist Party, which is 
trying to seceed southern Yemen. Tareq Masarwefa said that 
all of a sodden we find the GOC countries trying to help 
southern Yemen to end the unity of Yemen and their foreign 
minis ters' statement declaring their countries intention to 
interfere in the war in Yemen should the fighting condone is a 
dear indication of die Arab - countries intentions. These 
threats could be serious but could mean that these countries 
would not nse their own forces or weapons, but would rather 
finance an operation which could be undertaken by the 70,000 
American troops stationed in die Arabian Peninsula since the 
Gulf crisis, the writer pointed out. He said that die Arab 
World hopes that nothing of this kind would happen and no 
Arab or foreign intervention in Yemen would take place, 
“because wars are a costly business that would waste the Arab 
Nation’s wealth.” Indeed, be said, war in Yemen is not an easy 
ta«k for any one, as the difficult environment and terrain in 
Yemen had proved impossible to control under the Turks, the 
Egyptian and other countries 


A COLUMNIST in Al Dnstour criticised calls for a govern- 
ment decision to op-en the door for importing table salt, 
saying imports of commodities that can be produced locally 
^ by no means be beneficial to the country’s economy. 
Mohammad Daoud said instead the government should 
stimulate efforts and take various necessary measures to meet 
the shortages like giving incentives for producers of this basic 
-ogtmodity. The writer said that it is in the best interest of the 
Kingdom to give a chance to the cooperative society that 
produces tfae sait to ex Pa° d its business and secure more 
Investments in this industry 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


Republicans prepare to run in 1996 


THE REPUBLICAN field of presidential candidates is more 
wide open than it bas been in many years. Typically, there is at 
least one candidate who is considered the early favourite for 
the nomination. But the Republican Party today is more 
divided than it has been in 30 years, and even within each 
faction there is no dear front-runner. 

The descent from tfae dominant Republican coalition which 
produced victories in six of tfae past seven presidential 
elections to the current fractious state has been swift, and the 
causes lie in the recent history of the party. 

No sooner had George Bush lost his 1992 reeiection bid than 
an intense ideological debate developed within the Republican 
Party. Conservatives argued that Mr. Bush had failed to 
maintain the pure and powerful conservative message that had 
manufactured foe dominant victories-oT the Reagan years. 
Republican moderates countered that the views of voters had 
changed, and that the rigidity of the conservative message had 
alienated many women voters, affluent p rofessionals and blue 
collar workers, font cost the party the election. 

And as early as July 1993, several leading Republican 
'personalities had announced the formation of their own 
political organisations, designed to shape the public debate on 
political issues and to mobilise voter support for their views. 
Conteary to some criticisms, these organisations (founded by 
such figures as former Secretary of Housing- and Urban 
Development Jack Kemp, former Secretary of Education 
WOHam Bennett, Senator Bob Dole, 1992 presidential candi- 
date Pat Buchanan, and Massachusetts Governor William 
Weld) were not in and of themselves launching pads for 1996 
presidential campaigns. They are platforms for promoting the 
political virion their respective leaders believe the party most 
adopt if it is to win back its position of national leadership. 

It is true, however, that these organisations do help keep 
alive the political ambitions of their founders by providing 
them with regular media attention national visibility on the 
one hand while developing a base of volunteers, contributors 
and potential voters. 

As the Republicans have come to see President Bill Clinton 
as vulnerable, the race to succeed him in 1996 is heating up. It 
is far too early to count Mr. Clinton out for 1996 or to count 
the Republicans back in. Nevertheless, several Republican 
leaders have already taken steps to seriously position them- 
selves for the race for the White House. 


early projection of their prospects for 1996. 


Senator Robert Dote 


Mr. Dole is the minority leader of the U.S. Senate, the most 
visible and powerful position of any Republican in the United 
States, and be can use this position to his advantage. 

Among his assets are the simple fact that Mr. Dole has run 
national campaigns before, twice as a serious candidate for his 
party’s nomination for president and once as the Republican 
nominee for Vice President (in the losing campaign of 1976). 
He has the greatest name recognition of any Republican and 
has a proven ability to raise money and build an organisation. 

Jade Kemp 


In some ways. Jack Kemp is the most interesting of the 
Republican hopefuls for 1996. He is still a relatively young 
man and his stature as a former star professional football 
player makes him appealing to youthful voters, and his overall 
reputation makes him appealing to African-Americans and 
blue collar workers — three groups whose votes the Republi- 
cans will need in 1996. 

To many, Mr. Kemp was the heir-apparent to the Reagan 
mantle, conservative, charismatic and capable of building a 
majority coalition. He can raise money and has a loyal 
national political organisation. But Mr. Kemp’s independence 
and his strong political views have alienated many other party 
leaders. A Kemp victory would be a dedrive one. 


James Baker 


To secure the Republican nomination to challenge President 
Clinton in 1996, a candidate must emerge victorious from a 
gruelling national campaign in the Republican primaries. And 
in order to do that, most political analysts agree that a 
candidate must meet some basic prerequisites: 

— A strong, organised base of supporters who will work and 
vote for die candidate is absolutely essential. 

— The ability to raise the large sums of money needed to 
run a national campaign will also be crucial, as estimates of the 
money needed for the first three weeks of the primary season 
range from 17-10 million — with a total of $30 million required 
to win the nomination. 

— A candidate must project a simple, dear and convincing 
message that will attract the media and provide voters with a 
compelling alternative to the Clinton programme. 

— The first three factors must be translated in a win in the 
primary races in the first states to hold those elections, winch 
by traditional are Iowa and New Hampshire. Such a victory 
will provide a boost to the candidate’s campaign by capturing 
tiie attention of the national media, increasing the flow of 
campaign contributions, and begin the process of securing the 
delegates who will assure the candidate of the nomination at 
tiie party’s convention in July. 

■ With these factors in mind, a look at the current list of 
amteiikiers for the Republican nomination yields the following 


There are few pundits or party leaders who doubt James 
Baker’s effectiveness as a political manager. He served both 
Mr. Reagan and Mr. Bush in several capacities and with the 
exception of his role in Bush’s losing 1992 campaign, he has 
won positive reviews for his work. But he has recently come 
under attack from former Vice President Dan Quayle, who 
wrote that Mr. Baker’s role in tfae Bush administration was 
overrated. Mr. Quayle contends that Mr. Baker was more 
dependent on Mr. Bush than Mr. Bosh was on Mr. Baker. 

There is no doubt that Mr. Baker can raise the money to run 
but there are strong doubts that he can build a large base of 
supporters for his campaign. He has never run for national 
office, non has he articulated the type of political vision on 
which to base a campaign. 

His recognised forte is in foreign affairs — not in tiie issues 
that appeal to most voters. 

Richard Cheney 


Many assess Dick Cheney’s chances to be the same as Mr. 
Baker's. He has good name recognition, a strong record m 
foreign affairs and of service to a number of Republkan 
presidents; but he has no experience in the type of campaign- 
ing that produces a nominee. Although he served in Congress 
for 12 years and excelled as a cabinet secretary, many doubt 
that Mr. Cheney has tiie type of skills required to wage and 
win a national campaign. 


Dan Quayle 


While it is always unwise to discount a former vice president 
who is campaigning for preisdent, Mr. Quayle appears to have 
too many obstacles to overcome before he could win tiie 
nomination. He does have many loyal followers, but the press 
and a large percentage of the voting public refuse to take tarn 
seriously. After being the object of too many public jokes 
during his - four years in office, it is difficult to imagine that Mr. 
Hfctyle can reconstruct his public image and mount a 
successful campaign for president. 


China is key to effective sanctions 


By Donald M. Rothberg 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — China is 
the key to effective sanctions 
against North Korea, a real- 
icy Chat could force the Clin- 
ton administration to adopt a 
painfully cautious strategy for 
using economic pressure 
against the Pyongyang 
regime. 

.After North Korea pre- 
vented international inspec- 
tors from determining 
whether it has diverted pluto- 
nium from a nulcear reactor, 
the United States began 
pressing for U.N. sanctions. 

President Bill Clinton met 
Saturday with British Prime 
Minister John Major at Che- 
quers, the government's 
country estate near London, 
and said later that North 
Korea’s conduct has made it 
“virtually imperative” that 
the United Nations take ac- 
tion on sanctions. 

That view was endorsed by 
South Korea and Japan after 
a two-day meeting with U.S. 
officials at the State Depart- 
ment. 

But how fast and how 
effective sanctions would be 
remained an unanswered 
question. 

"North Korea is so near 
the subsistence level now that 
it’s very difficult to have sanc- 
tions that would have an im- 
mediate bite,” S3id Donald 
Gregg, former U.S. ambassa- 
dor to South Korea and now 


president of the Korea Socie- 
ty. “It’s certainly better than 
pre-emptive (military) 
strikes.” 

Mr. Gregs called sanctions 
“a terribly blunt instrument,” 
and said they could provoke 
the North Koreans into milit- 
ary action. 

North Korea has called 
sanctions “an act of war ” 
Mr. Clinton strongly dis- 
agreed. 

“Clearly, any sanctions are 
not an act of war and should 
not be seen as such,” Mr. 
Clinton said. "All we want 
them to do is keep their 
word.” 


Now that Mr. Clinton has 
started the movement to- 
wards sanctions, pulling back 
could be seen as another 
foreign policy retreat. 

“The worst thing would be 
for the administration right 
now to start backing away 
from sanctions.” said David 
Kay, who was one of the 
principal International Ato- 
mic Energy Agency officials 
involved in the showdown 
with Iraq over inspection of 
its nuclear facilities. 

There is no doubt about 
the imoortance of China to 
any sanctions strategy. Beijing 
has said repeatedly it 
does not approve of sanctions 
as a strategy against Pyon- 
S>* n S- 

As one of the five perma- 
nent members of the U.N. 
Security Council. China could 
veto any proposal. To avoid a 


veto, the administration is 
considering a go-slow 
approach that would begin 
with little more than symbolic 
measures to demonstrate in- 
ternational displeasure with 
North Korea’s recalcitrance. 

That approach would leave 
untouched the flow of oil and 
food from China to North 
Korea. The other item of 
international significance of 
Pyongyang is the cash Ko- 
reans living in Japan send 
home to relatives. Amount- 
ing to as much as $600 million 
a year, that money is an 
important source of foreign 
currency for the Communist 
regime. 

Administration officials 
say they believe China is 
growing impatient with the 
government of Kim 11 Sung. 
That may have been reflected 
in an article in a Hong Kong 
newspaper supported by 
Beijing that said China would 
cut off oil and food supplies if 
the U.N. enacted an 
embargo. , 

But the government in 
Beijing continued to empha- 
sise the need for patient di- 
plomacy. 

William Taylor, a senior 
analyst at the Centre for 
Strategic and International 
Studies, is sceptical of the 
effectiveness of, sanctions. 

“Sanctions 'have never 
worked anywhere, anytime, 
with the possible exception of 
South Africa,” he said. 

Mr. Taylor visited North 


Korea in April and said that 
if sanctions are imposed “the 
tension is going to go up big 
time,” in terms of military 
danger. 

Bruce Cumings, a profes- 
sor of East Asian history at 
the University of Chicago 
and author of a book on toe 
origins of the Korean war, 
said he doubts North Korea 
would respond to sanctions 
by launching a military strike. 

“I’m sure they will bark 
very loudly,” he said. 

Among the advocates of a 
tough line against North 
Korea is James Lilley, a for- 
mer U.S. ambassador to 
South Korea and later to 
China. 

“If you appease the North 
Koreans, they'll take advan- 
tage of you. he said during 
an appearance Friday on Fox 
News. “What you need is a 
very strong, unambiguous de- 
terrent. If they turn to force, 
they will be obliterated.” 

But Mr. Gregg believes the 
need is for more diplomacy, 
saying the United States must 
make clear to Pyongyang 
“specifically what’s in it for 
them if they wrap up the 
nuclear option and put it 
aside. 

"I think it’s their hole card 
and they’re not going to put 
down their hole card unless 
we call their hand. And we 
reallv have never called their 
hand. We've never told them 
what it was worth to us to see 
their hole card.” he said. 



LETTERS 


Min J control 


To the Editor: 


Rami Khouri’s article, “The media, the past and the chal- 
lenge ” (Jordan Times April 19) and British scnptwnter Susan 
Bennett’s response from London (Jordan Times, April 24), 
have prompted me to reflect on what Mr. Khmm (referring 
specifically to Jordan Radio and Television (JRTV) terms a 
regression in the media “perhaps due to the fears and 

with a region in the midst of 


uncertainties that are associated with a region in the midst 
historic change.” ' 

In common with Mr. Khoun and Ms. Bennett, my profes- 
sional fife is closely tied to the broadcast media, as are the- 
personal fives of the millions of viewers who believe “that it 
must be true because we saw it on TV.” 

Mr. Kboori worries about “mind control,” but appreciates ■ 
that “the media sometimes should go along with government 
desires on very sensitive issues or relations with foreign donors 
in times of crisis.” Sorely it depends on which foreign donors, 
and what strings are attached to the donations. It is never wise 
to bite the hand that feeds you, unless that hand has a chain 
round your nyk and shackles on your feet. Then it becomes 
an -issue of mind control plus loss of liberty and democracy. 

We are indebted to Ms. Bennett for her concise overview of 
tiie development of Britain’s TV industry, and Messrs. Nabd 
Sawalha and Hisham Yanis for “challenging and developing 
her views.” Mfay I respectfully point out, as a fellow 
scriptwriter and TV producer, having spent the greater parto* 
my adult life in the Middle East; that my memories of the 


British media, within its historic context, may be rather less^ 
ie of Ms. Bennett, and that her “limited* 1 


simplistic than those 
knowledge of Jordanian affairs" would require rather more 
than a couple of weeks with the Nabil-Hisham Theatre 
Company to gain anything of value, artistically or otherwise, 
from her “exposure to other cultures”. . 

Or have I misunderstood, and Ms. Bennett feels that 
Jordanians (other than Nabii and Hisham) are to harvest the 
fruit of her “cooperative creation” via Med-Media and 
Transworld? Surely she cannot believe that Jordanians have 
never been exposed to other cultures,, placed as we have been 
for umpteen millenia at the gateway between East and West; 
tiie very cradle of civilisation, however quaint that view may 
be to tiie “younger, more educated” people of Europe. 

Now way back in my childhood when no one left school 
illiterate; when BBC TV transmitted “live”, and BBC Radio 
produced comedies such as ITMA; the state was turning out 
“controlled” films as a policy to raise public morale in a 
Britain which was losing the war. (World War II). 

Comedy was used as a counter-propaganda weapon to hide 
the true facts of a grim situation, and war “fiction” rather than 
fact was transmitted by all sides in the conflict. 

In tfae fifties, when Ms. Bennett begins her thesis, tiie 
political slogans in Britain were “I'm all right Jack”, and 
“You've never had it so good.” 

A nice piece of P.R. from Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill, the self-confessed Zionist who had been in- 
strumental in implementing the infamous Balfour Declaration, 
which secretly handed over British “owned” Palestine to the 
Zionists as a new “Jewish” homeland, in return for Zionist 
funds and American involvement in the latter days of the war. 
(Another nice little P.R. job!)- 


With millions of Britain's youth lying dead on the battle- 
fields of Europe, North Africa and the Far East, Zionist funds 
and the Zionist media barons sprang into action. After all, a 
deal is a deal (secret and unjust thought it may be)! 

Britain “won” the* war but gradually lost to tiie Americans 
an empire which had gathered its raw materials from.ensfayedw 
nations in order to feed a ^Sinkii island’s industries. ’ « 

It is a fact of fife that coDrriroUing the media- means 
controlling tiie people. Money talks and big money talks big. 
People with a vote but without a radio-T.V. engineering 
degree are “easy meat” for the propagandists. Its called in . 
large corporations “How to screw the average man.” 

Professional quality exists but where are the ethics? 

Since, the I980*s Britain’s independent “yuppie” TV pro- 
ducers have indeed given the illiterate, unemployed, dole- 
queue, hopeless British youth, a view of life on the other side 
of the tracks, interpersed with mindless soap operas, TV 
' violence and sex pops, plus a whole lot of other things which 
cannot replace a young person’s right to a secure job and tiie 
dignity of employment. 

But now we come to the crux of Ms. Bennett’s letter-tbe 
“heart of the fruit”. She states, “The small independent 
productions companies... could not simply look to the home 
market for the funds to finance their enterprises... The E.C. 
with great foresight has provided many sources of funding to 
enable programme makers to set up coproductions with other 
countries in Europe." 

Nabii and Hisham ’must surely have told Ms. Bennett about 
the current situation for most of our local independent 
production companies. With traditional markets in the Gulf 
closed, and the Western allies there boycotting any TV 
production which casts a tingle Jordanian artiste, the com- 
panies, which had invested fortunes in electronic production 
equipment and studios, now face bankruptcy, mortgage 
foreclosures and equipment worth one seventh of cost price. 

Naturally this does not apply to a comedy theatre which sells 
tickets direct to the public. That is, to some extent “tax 
exempt.” It has a cast of three and a couple of other 
employees. , 

As for our “large monolithic body with many regulars 
employees”, JRTV employs in the region of 1 ,500 staff; all on ' 
inadequate salaries, hamstrung by red tape and petty bureau- 
cracy and with a great deal more on their minds than “a more 
diverse, original creative vision.” 

Their main creative thinking is restricted to how to feed 
their families, and in the absence of an enlightened, paternalis- 
tic director general, it should come as no surprise that some 
are tempted into monnligbting and petty graft in the face of 
“fears and uncertainties.” 

Would Ms. Bennett advocate turning them out to join the 
ranks of the unemployed, while selecting a few to remain as 
commissioning editois”. Commissioning whom to do 1 what? 

We still do have at JRTV a few of the original staff of the 
swnes, who were then young and dedicated, eager and 
idealistic, hardworking, creative and professionally trained. 

Unfortunately we are now caught up in the “punish Jordan” 
syndrome and the age of the multi-billions petrodollar 
satellite wars. 
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Peres’ Jerusalem letter ignites row 
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TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, forced to go public 
wth a secret tetter & wrote 
eight months ago regarding 
Jerusalem, rekindled Israel's 
row with Palestinians over the 
future of the city on Tuesday, 

Israeli politicians opposed to 
making peace with the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
had for weeks accused the gov- 
ernment of deceiving the pub- 
lic and conceding points to the 
PLO on Jeru salem . 

Israeli commentators said 
disclosure there had been a 
letter raised questions of crust. 
.The letter, to a key peace 
mediator, promised not to 
harm Palestinian institutions in 
Jerusalem. 

“Incompetence or malice, 
negligence or manipulation, be 
the reasons what they may, 
one thing is hard to doubt — 
our government has been 
caught with its pants down,” 
columnist Nahum Barnea 
wrote in the best-sellin g daily 
Yedioth Ahronoth. 

“The biggest embarrassment 
is not in the letter's contents 
but the attempts to deny it,” be 
%iote. 

Former Palestinian spokes- 
woman Hanan Ashrawi told 
Israel Radio: "They used this 
lack of disclosure in order to 
create facts which are prejudi- 
cial to Palestinian institu- 
tions.” 

Mr. Peres went public with 
the letter on Monday. 

It was sent in October to the 
late Norwegian Foreign Minis- 
ter Johan Joeigen Holst recog- 
nising the importance of 
Palestinian institutions in East 
Jerusalem and promising not 
to hamper their activity. 

Mr. Holst helped clinch the 
September PLO-Israel peace 


Text of Peres’ letter 

Jerusalem, October 11, 1993 

Dear Minister Baht, 

1 wish to c o nfirm that the prfrsfiirian (sic) institutions of East 
Jerusalem and the inte rests and wAhflng flf thf pal wHnlMK (A) 

Of East Jerusalem are of great importance and w31 be p reserved . 

Therefore, afi the p aks t inl a n (sic) institutions of East Jeru- 
salem, todndin g the economic, social, educational, and cnttnnd, 
and the hold Christian and Muslim places, are performing an 
***ntia & lad for the Palestinian (sic) population. 

Needless to say, we wfll not hamper their activity; on the 
contrary, the ItiBDncot of this important mission is to be 
encouraged. 

Sincerely, 
Shimon Peres 

Foreign Minister of Israel 
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JtJji PLO warns donors against humiliating it 


deal. Mr. Peres said he wrote 
the letter to keep the PLO in 
peace talks. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat sparked a right-wing fury in 
Israel last month when he said 
Israel promised him in a letter 
the PLO would be responsible 
for Jerusalem's Muslim and 
Christian holy sites. 

The government denied 
writing Mr. Arafat a letter. 

The tetter to Mr. Holst says: 
''Ail the Palestinian institu- 
tions of East Jerusalem, in- 
cluding the economic, social, 
educational and cultural, and 
the Holy Christian and Muslim 
places, are performing an 
essential task for the Palesti- 
nian population. 

“Needless to say. we will not 
hamper their activity.” 

Dan Meridor, of the main 
opposition Likud Party and a 
former justice minister, said it 
was a sad day when Israelis 
were tom between believing 
Mr. Arafat and their govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Peres accused the right 
wing of “character assassina- 


tion," insisting the letter was 
not to Mr. Arafat and made no 
commitment other than to the 
status quo existing in Jeru- 
salem before the peace deal. 

Mr. Peres defended himself 
during a stormy debate in par- 
liament. 

“You were caught lying, 
red-handed.” charged opposi- 
tion right-wing Likud Party 
leader Benjamin Netanyahu. 
“You lied to parliament. Are 
there any more letters?" 

“Shame on you.” added the 
Likud’s former justice minis- 
ter, Dan Meridor. 

“It's Yasser Arafat who told 
the truth. This letter is not a 
question of access to the holy 
sites but the PLO’s hold over 
Jerusalem,” he said. 

“Our credibility is not at 
stake,” replied Mr. Peres. 
“We have given no commit- 
ment to the PLO or Arafat. 
They are not mentioned in this 
letter.” 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin as well as Mr. Peres had 
denied such a Jerusalem letter 
existed. 


Mr. Peres, shouting over the 
hecklers in parliament, 
pledged that Jerusalem would 
remain under Israeli sovereign- 
ty” 

“Our capital will remain un- 
ited ... it will not be part of 
autonomy," he said before 
walking out. 

Mr. Netanyahu said he had 
information from army sources 
that the government was pre- 
paring to release hundreds of 
prisoners from the Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement Hamas, 
which opposes autonomy and 
is fighting on against Israel. 

Israel has pledged in the 
autonomy accords to start 
negotiations on a permanent 
settlement for the Palestinians, 
including on the question of 
Jerusalem, after two years of 
autonomy. 

Mr. Peres said Israel would 
ensure the Palestinian author- 
ity running Palestinian self-rule 
in the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank town of Jericho would 
not be allowed in Jerusalem, 
particularly in Palestinian 
headquarters at the Orient 
House. 

Asked what would happen if 
Palestinians used Orient 
House, opened shortly after 
Middle East peace talks began 
in 1991. to run autonomy, Mr. 
Peres was unequivocal. 

“We will close the place,” he 
told Israel radio, later adding: 
“Jerusalem is closed politically 
but open religiously. ” 

Faisal AJ Husseini, top PLO 
official in the West Bank who 
prerides over Orient House, 
said: “The Orient House stays 
in place carrying the same ser- 
vice it was carrying out until we 
enter into the final stage and 
until we reach a final solution, 
God willing.” 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — The Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). ab- 
out to present a revised budget 
to donors, desperately needs 
money to pay for self-rule but 
will not accept “humiliating" 
conditions, a senior Palestinian 
development official said on 
Tuesday. 

Funding, not security, is now 
the chief problem facing 
Palestinian self-rule in Gaza 
fisnd Jericho. A virtually bank- 
rupt PLO will ask donors at a 
crucial conference in Paris this 
week for at least S70 million to 
cover a growing budget deficit. 

Palestinian officials have re- 
peatedly stressed in recent 
weeks how badly they need the 
money, not least to pay 3,000 
Palestinian policemen sleeping 
rough and living off generosity. 
Now it seems they are losing 
patience. 

“What is humiliating is to 
start the process (with donors) 
treating the Palestinians as sus- 
pect. In any court in the world, 
you are innocent until proven 
guilty. For us, it seems the 


rules of the game have been 
flipped around,” Hassan Abu 
Libdeh, deputy managing 
director of the Palestinian Eco- 
nomic Council for Develop- 
ment and Reconcstruction, 
told a news conference. 

“We are ready to meet inter- 
national standards of trans- 
parency. We are not willing, 
however, to be pushed around 
to get pennies here and there,” 
be added. 

Western diplomats privately 
say their governments are con- 
cerned the PLO, weaned on 
Gulf Arab money they could 
use as they liked, has a history 
of misusing funds. At the same 
time, half a dozen Western 
states have been involved in 
unannounced talks directly 
with the PLO over projects 
and donations. 

The budget of the self-rule 
administration, unpopular for 
donors who like to put money 
into tangible development pro- 
jects, is the most important 
issue at the Paris conference. 

Mr. Abu Libdeh said donors 
have pledged S100 million for 


the operating budget, exclud- 
ing projects, and the PLO now 
needs at least another S70 mil- 
lion because self-rule has been 
slower than expected gening 
started and as a result the 
authority cannot collect taxes 
or other revenues. 

“The deficit became more. 
Taxes are expected to fill the 
gap. If not, a collapse of the 
central authority will happen 
eventually. .We are going 
through an extremely critical 
phase,” he said. 

Donor countries have told 
the PLO they will pay the 
money they pledged when 
Palestinian self-rule institu- 
tions are up and running. But 
PLO officials reply they need 
money to get the institutions 
up and running. 

The Paris meeting, orga- 
nised by the World Bank, is 
the fourth major donors’ con- 
ference since the PLO and 
Israel sealed a peace deal last 
year. The others produced 
pledges of S2.4 billion for five 
years of budgeting and pro- 
jects, including S720 million in 


the first year, but no hard cash. 

The Palestinian aid prog- 
ramme, starting from scratch 
with dozens of bilateral 
donors, is even more complex 
than most. 

Development agencies have 
done little to explain the multi- 
stage process between pledge 
and implementation and it is 
unclear how much delays are 
due to donors’ political re- 
servations and. how much to 
ordinary ^bureaucratic proce- 
dures. 

One example of humiliating 
conditions, Mr. Abu Libdeh 
said, was a demand by donors 
to check every month cheques 
signed on projects they were 
funding to ensure the signa- 
tures or Palestinian aid officials 
were genuine. 

Along with the budget, Mr. 
Abu Libdeh said the PLO and 
donors would discuss projects 
in a technical assistance prog- 
ramme and an emergency re- 
habilitation programme work- 
ed out with the World Bank, 
toalling together over SI 60 mil- 
lion. 


Hostilities renewed in South Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Resistance 
forces dashed in artillery bat- 
tles with Israeli troops and 
allied militiamen in South 
Lebanon Tuesday, security 
sources said. 

They said the hostilities 
erupted at 9:30 a.ra. (0630 
GMT) when Hizbofiah guerril- 
las fired rocket-propelled gre- 
nades and mortar shells on 
Israel’s surrogate South Leba- 
non Army (SLA) militia in 
southeast Lebanon. 

Sources, who requested 
anonymity, reported no casual- 


ties from the stricken SLA 
position of DaUafeh in the 
eastern sector of a border en- 
clave Israel occupied in South 
Lebanon. 

Israeli troops and SLA mili- 
tiamen struck back with 155- 
millimetre howitzers on guer- 
rilla hideouts in olive groves 
feeing Dallafeh in the western 
sector of the Bekaa Valley. 

The hostilities remained 
within the normal rules and 
boundaries of the game, mark- 
ing a sharp deescalation from 
last week's air assaults and 
cross-border missile strikes 


that threatened the Middle 
East peace process. 

That spasm of violence was 
touched off by Israel’s dead- 
liest air raid in 10 months in 
which up to 50 people were 
killed at a Hizbollah training 
base near the Syrian border in 
East Lebanon. 

Hizbollah responded with 
massive Katyusha rocket bar- 
rages on northern Israel. 

Syria, Lebanon's main pow- 
er broker, and Iran, Hizbol- 
lah’s patron, have used their 
influence to ease the tension. 
Hizbollah stopped missile 


attacks since Friday. 

The United States has been 
urging all Middle Eastern par- 
ties involved to exercise res- 
traint and avert threats to the 
Arab-Israeli peace process. 

Lebanon protested to the 
United Nations branding 
Israeli actions of piracy that 
violated its sovereignty and 
calling for an emergency meet- 
ing of the Security Council. 

But U.S. opposition defe- 
ated a draft council resolution 
on Monday condemning the 
Israeli raid. 
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Nabulsi says economy is performing well 


(Continued from page 1) 

tranche of $14 million, he said. 
However, the delays in im- 
plementing the corrective mea- 
sures were also delaying furth- 
er payments. 

“it is not simply a matter of 
consumption,” be said. “We 
have to adopt major measures 
in the water and energy sectors 
in terms of realistic tariffs." 

In tiie banking sector, the 
CBJ was switching to “indirect 
controls” rather than direct 
measures such as ceilings on 
credit facilities and restrictions 
on the activities of commercial 
banks. The objective. Dr. 
Nabulsi said, is to influence the 
policies and decisions of com- 
mercial banks in a manner that 
would serve the economy and 
ensure the best utilisation of 
available resources. 

So far this year, commercial 
banks have remained within 
the indirect limitations of cre- 
dit facilities that the CBJ is 
4K forced to adopt as recom- 
mended by the IMF. It was the 
.first time in several years that 
the limits were respected and 
adhered to, avoiding problems 
' for the authorities to regulate 
' the situation. 

Developed countries use 


securities and bonds as a tool 
to control excess liquidity and 
inflation. Dr. Nabulsi pointed 
out/ adding that juiuan 
adopted the certificates of de- 
posit system eight months be- 
fore it was supposed to have 
started it under the IMF prog- 
ramme. 

The relative slump in the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) cannot be taken as an 
indicator of the economy’s per- 
formance since individuals and 
institutions motivated by spe- 
culative interests are the main 
players in the bourse. Dr. 
Nabulsi noted, adding that the 
stock market cannot be seen as 
a productive sector contribut- 
ing to national growth. 

The CBJ had no direct role 
to play in the AFM except 
perhaps controlling the in- 
volvement of commercial 
banks and financial institutions 
in portfolios. 

At the same time. Dr. 
Nabulsi noted that the decline 
at the AFM was around four to 
five per cent since the begin- 
ning of the year and described 
it as insignificant compared 
with the 30 per cent drop 
posted in the Tel Aviv ex- 
change and the general reces- 
sion in other stock markets 


around the world. 

The CBJ will continue to 
maintain restrictions on trans- 
fers in order to prevent capital 
flight, but does not plan any 
additional regulations, the gov- 
ernor said. Such regulations 
only apply to residents, he 
added. 

Jordan is prepared to face 
any eventuality resulting from 
possible negative economic 
and monetary measures 
adopted by the Palestinian self- 
rule authority, including the 
possible issuance of a Palesti- 
nian currency, he said. 

The logic in the situation is 
that any such measure will 
affect both Jordanians and 
Palestinians on both sides of 
the river, and, as such, it is 
unlikely that Jordan would 
face any serious problems, 
whether in terms of capital 
flight or even the possible 
■dumping of the Jordanian di- 
nar, Dr. Nabulsi said. 

“It is not a zero-sum game,” 
where one will lose everything 
to the benefit of the other, he 
said, noting that a majority of 
the Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories maintain their 
savings in (he Jordanian dinar. 

Dr. Nabulsi noted that 
Jordanian commercial banks 


have started operating in the 
occupied lands after a 27-year 
hiatus and this offers the CBJ 
direct monitoring of the situa- 
tion there. 

Commercial institutions may 
transfer Jordanian money to 
the occupied territories as eco- 
nomic development of the area 
picks up momentum, but the 
presence of the Jordanian 
bulks is the best means for the 
CBJ to exercise its options to 
defend the Kingdom's monet- 
ary system, be added. 

In any event, “we are well 
prepared to deal with any 
eventuality,” he said. 

The CBJ governor said be- 
tween JD 350 and JD 400 
million remain in circulation in 
the occupied territories. 

There are many solutions to 
the issue' and the best is an 
integration of the Jordanian 
and Palestinian currencies as 
and when the Palestinians issue 
their own tender. Dr. Nabulsi 
said. 

In the meantime, the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) has agreed that the self- 
rule authority in the occupied 
territories would use the dinar 
in all their internal official 
dealings, including salaries and 
taxes, he said. 


Cabinet 

reshuffle 

(Conriuncd from page I) 

May 1993. 

Tdc sources said the reshuf- 
fle, which became imminent 
Saturday after the government 
announced it was starting fresh 
talks with Israel, was meant to 
strengthen the Cabinet of Dr. 
Majah' at a time when major 
pr ogress was expected in the 
peace process and the opposi- 
tion to the government was 
growing in Parliament. 

According to well informed 
observers, Dr. Hindawi, a for- 
mer deputy prime minister and 
chief of the Royal Court, 
agreed to join the Cabinet af- 
ter he was assured he would be 
given a key role in running 
internal affairs. 

Sources said the Royal 
Court supported Dr. Majali in 
his efforts to form a strong 
government. 

Observers said that Dr. Ma- 
jali was expected to succeed in 
securing the necessary political 
strength for his Cabinet in the 
new reshuffle, noting that the 
previous change in November 
of some cabinet members 
failed to achieve this purpose. 

Analysts said the acceptance 
of Dr. Hindawi to serve in the 
government gave Dr. Majali 
the breakthrough he needed to 
form a politically strong gov- 
ernment. 

Dr. Hindawi, who refused to 
join Dr. Ma jail's Cabinet when 
it was formed in May and 
rejected another offer to serve 
on it in November’s reshuffle, 
was influential in talking de- 
puties into joining the Cabinet, 
sources said. 

The sources said Dr. Hinda- 
wi pushed for the inclusion of 
deputies in the Cabinet be- 
cause he would not have en- 
tered a Cabinet that does not 
have the necessary power base. 

“The participation of Dr. 
Hindawi in the government is 
extremely important and will 
strengthen the term of the 
Cabinet, which was going to 
change two months ago,” said 
a former official who held a 
number of key Cabinet port- 
folios in the past. 

The sources said that with 
Dr. Hindawi playing a major 
role in running the internal 
affairs of the government. Dr. 
Majali will be mainly handling 
foreign affairs, especially that 
the peace process is expected 
to produce fast and substantive 
progress. 

But despite Dr. Hmdawi's 
strength, the local perform- 
ance of the Cabinet will de- 
pend on the composition of its 
economic team, observers 
said. 

But apart from the depar- 
ture of Dr. Fariz, no informa- 
tion was available on what will 
happen in the portfolios of 
finance, industry and trade, 
and planning. 


Jordan, 
Israel to 
form panel 

(Confirmed from page I) 

makes it difficult to delineate 
or demarcate borders in that 
area, according to Mr. Peres' 
opinion. 

In a statement to Jordan 
Television Dr. Anani added 
that Mr. Peres' statement 
ought have some positive ele- 
ments because he accepted the 
concept and principle of bor- 
der demarcation, "some- 
thing that we take positively.” 

The minister added that 
technical obstacles facing the 
demarcation of borders should 
be left to the Jordanian tech- 
nical experts who are aware of 
the reasons of the low sea 
levels resulting from the over- 
pumping by the Israeli author- 
ities of water from the River 
Jordan. 

Dr. Anani said the timing of 
Mr. Peres’ statements should 
not be a reason or a justifica- 
tion for postponing the discus- 
sion of this subject or (not 
adhering) to Jordan's rights in 
defining its share of the Dead 
Sea water. 

Mr. Peres had said that his 
country hoped to reach 
“arrangements” with Jordan at 
the new session in Washington. 

But be warned that it would 
not be easy to draw up a 
definitive border. 

“Hie Dead Sea is alive and 
moves all the time.” he said. 
“When you look at a map of 
the region', you never know 
where the sea stops and the 
land begins. So the tine of the 
border with Jordan in the area 
is difficult to establish.” 

Jordan announced the new 
Washington talks over the 
weekend after a halt since the 
February mosqud massacre by 
an Israeli settler in Hebron. 

Jordanian officials said they 
were prepared to sign an 
agreement on the border be- 
fore sealing a full peace treaty. 


North Korea categorically 
refuses special inspections 


VIENNA (Agencies) — North 
Korea “will never” allow in- 
spections of the two nuclear 
sites which the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) suspects are used to 
store nuclear material to make 
weapons, a North Korean di- 
plomat said here Tuesday. 

Hans Blix, director general 
of the IAEA, told the U.N. 
Security Council last week in 
New York that inspection of 
the two sites at Yongbyon 
would enable the IAEA to 
verify whether fuel had been 
diverted for military purposes. 

But North Korean embassy 
official Yun Ho Jin said: “My 
delegation cannot but express 
strong doubt on the technical 
credibility of some technical 
officials of the IAEA secretar- 
iat.” 

He was speaking at a press 
conference during an IAEA 
board of governors* meeting. 

Mr. Yun said the IAEA 
could measure the 8,000 spent 
fuel rods which the North Ko- 
reans have removed from the 
nuclear plants to check 
whether any plutonium had 
been diverted. The inspection 
would last “less than several 
months,” he said, contrary to 
IAEA estimates that the op- 
eration would take more than a 
year. 

Mr. Yun said that a year ago 
leading IAEA officials had 
said it would be impossible to 
check the reactor’s record 
without inspecting the two 
other sites which have not been 
declared by the North Korean 
government. 

But in May the agency said 
that if North Korea accepted 
all the IAEA’s proposals con- 
cerning the selection and 
separation of spent fuel rods. 


this would suffice to check the 
reactor's past record. 

Mr. Blix told the U.N. 
Security Council last week that 
the removal of the feel rods 
meant his agency could never 
determine if plutonium had 
been diverted 

Mr. Yun justified his na- 
tion’s altitude saying its “uni- 
que special status,” gained 
when Pyongyang reversed a 
decision to withdraw from the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty meant it did not need to 
apply the inspection clause of 
the treaty, but only submit to 
specially negotiated inspec- 
tions. 

However, on Tuesday North 
Korea reportedly repeated its 

threat to withdraw from the 

treaty if the IAEA takes the 
case to the U.N. Security 
Council. 

“If the IAEA secretariat 
takes the North Korean nuc- 
lear inspection question to the 
UN Security Council and con- 
tinues to put pressure on us, 
we will no longer feel tied by 
the unreasonable demands of 
the IAEA secretariat and we 
will have to move onto the next 
stage of our peaceful nuclear 
plan,” said Pak Yong Nam, 
director general of North 
Korea’s atomic energy depart- 
ment. 

Washington announced last 
week it would seek interna- 
tional sanctions against North 
Korea after the IAEA de- 
clared that it was no longer 
possible to determine whether 
Pyongyang had diverted 
weapons-grade plutonium 
from a nuclear facility to a 
bomb programme. 

Hie five permanent mem- 
bers of the U.N. Security 
Council — Britain, China, 


France, Russia and the United 
States — met informally Mon- 
day to discuss the impasse be- 
tween the IAEA and North 
Korea. 

At the insistence of China — 
which opposed an immediate 
meeting of all 15 members — 
the other council members will 
join the effort later this week. 

The talks will define the 
council's intervention in the 
looming nuclear crisis on the 
Korean Peninsula, outline 
what sanctions could be im- 
posed and settle on an ultima- 
tum to issue to Pyongyang. 

In Washington, U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher said Tuesday that the 
United States would not be 
intimidated by North Korea’s 
threat to regard any future 
economic sanctions as an act of 
war. 

“Let me simply say that we 
will not be intimidated by that 
kind of talk,” he said in an 
interview from Paris on the 
NBC “Today” programme. 
“We need to proceed deliber- 
ately and firmly following the 
policies that we're following* 
and I think that the North 
Koreans will then have to 
make their choice.” 

Mr. Christopher said he was 
optimistic that other countries 
would join the United States in 
imposing “a very effective 
sanctions regime" to pressure 
Pyongyang into allowing inter- 
national inspections of its nuc- 
lear programme. 

“That's our present goal 
we're going to be definite and 
firm about it.” he said in the 
interview, apparently taped 
before he learned of North 
Korea's vow “never” to allow 
inspection of two suspected 
nuclear waste sites. 


Yemeni ceasefire is shattered 


(Confined from page 1) 


AJ Attas, named as southern 
prime minister, told reporters 
the south would “welcome 
favourably the deployment of 
international observers to con- 
solidate the ceasefire.” 

But Mr. Bassandawa swiftly 
ruled out foreign interve n tion, 
“because we are one country.” 

The president, meanwhile, 
said on an inspection tour of a 
military camp that an end to 
Yemeni unity, declared in May 
1990, was out of the question. 
“Without unity, there is no 
future,” he warned, quoted by 
SABA news agency. 

Rockets streaked over front- 
lines from multi-barrelled 
launchers manned by southern 
troops trying to repulse the 
month-long assault on Aden. 

Artillery blasted from south- 
ern strongpoints on an arc 
West, north and northeast of 
the dty in what the southern 
officers said was a response to 
northern firing. 

Northern shells fell within 
two kilometres of Aden’s main 
AJ Hiswa power station on the 
shore of Bandar Tawahi Bay 
between Aden and the indust- 
rial Little Aden suburb and 
were also crashing into Bir 
Nasser area and on a front to 
the northeast. 

Residents said northern 
shelling had destroyed the wa- 
ter station at Bir Nasser, dis- 
rupting water supplies in the 
dty. 

The most intense fighting 
was on the central front direct- 
ly north of the dty. Northern 
gunners have been shelling the 
northern districts of the dty 


from emplacements erected on 
the central front in the past 
three days. 

Southern soldiers dug in 
either ride of a road littered 
with shell casings and ammuni- 
tion boxes said they were shell- 
ing northern troops in Saber, a 
village which until two days 
ago they had retaken from an. 
earlier assault by northern 
troops. 

Since die war began on May 
4, northern troops have been 
pushing towards Aden, de- 
clared the capital of the south- 
ern state which seceded on 
May 21, ending four years of 
north-south unity. 

Mr. Saber, winch is 18 to 20 
kilometres north of Aden’s 
outskirts, now appears to have 
fallen to the north again. 

“They are liars. They didn't 
respect the ceasefire,” said 
Colonel AH Mohammad Azabi 
on the outskirts of Bir Nasser, 
referring to the ceasefire the 
Sanaa government said it 
would implement. 

“From 12 until five it was 
quiet. And then at five a.m. 
they started with artillery. 
They tried to advance and they 
failed.” 

Residents of Aden have 
been quick to stock up on 
water drawn from wells and 
buy baric foods like bread, rice 
and sugar. Piped water appears 
to have been stopped in much 
of the dty and telephones work 
only erratically. 

“We will never surrender. 
We would rather die,” said 
Hussein Ahmad Ali, bran- 
dishing an assault rifle near 


Mr. Azabi’s position. 

Near the northeastern front 
about 25 kilometres along the 
coast road towards Zingibar, 
Colonel Ah Miftah, said De- 
fence Minister Haitham Qas- 
sem Taher ordered him to stop 
firing by midnight (2100 

“But he said if they are 
fighting you, you must act. We 
stopped everything, but whafc 
can we do if they fight us?” he 
said at a heavily fortified 
strongpoint on the scorching 
semi-desert Aden cape flats- 
beside the Indian Ocean. 

On Monday, the United 
States welcomed the reports of 
a ceasefire in Yemen and 
urged the two sides to resume 
dialogue as soon as possible. 

Washington bad received a 
report of a ceasefire, and “if it 
is true we welcome it and hope 
that both sides would imple- 
ment (it) fully,” State Depart- 
ment spokeswoman Christine 
Shelly told reporters. 

Ms. Shelly said that the Un- 
ited States supported the unity 
of Yemen but “we believe that 
unity and reconciliation cannot 
be based on military force. 

“We continue to call on both 
parties to halt the fighting im- 
mediately and to agree to re- 
sume their political dialogue/’ 

Before the ceasefire 
announcement the State De- 
partment issued a statement 
welcoming Saturday’s Gulf 
Cooperation Council express- 
ion of support for the U.N. 
Security Council resolution, 
and saying that Washington 
“looks to the GCC to continue 
its positive role in the Yemen 
crisis.'' 


Hebron observers pull back 

(Continued from page 10) 


crossed, the leadership in 
Tunis is opening the gates of 
fitneh,” said the leaflet, using 
the religious term in Arabic for 
fratricide. 

The leaflet acc u sed police 
commander Yousef of provok- 
ing infighting among Palesti- 
nians “by insisting on hunting 
our holy fighters.” 

Gen. Yousef has said repe- 
atedly that the police will no 
longer tolerate the killings of 
suspected informants and de- 
manded that Hamas hand over 
the men responsible for two 
such deaths May 27. Hamas 
claimed responsibility in an 
earlier leaflet. 

Over 800 such killings occur- 
red after the uprising against 
the Israeli occupation started 
in December 1987. But human 
rights investigators said many 
involved settling personal or 
dan disputes, 

— Suspected Palestinian 
policemen shot and wounded 
five bystanders in Gaza City 
when they felled to hit a fleeing 
car, witnesses said. 

Two men were shot in the 
abdomen and three others 
were lightly hurt when four 
people opened fire with 
Kalashnikov rifles on the vehi- 
cle. 


One of the wounded, who 
refused to be named, said the 
four had halted a Palestinian 
driving a brand new car be- 
lieved to be stolen. 

"They appeared to be 
police men in civilian dress,” 
the 40-year-old witness said. 
“The driver refused to get out 
and drove off fast. They shot at 
him but missed and he got 
away.” 

Palestinian police could not 
be contacted immediately. 

— The Israeli army has ban- 
ned Jewish settlers from 
praying at the rite of a 6th 
century synagogue in Gaza 
City for “security reasons.” 

Datia Herehkovich. spokes- 
woman for the Gush Katif set- 
tlement, said a written request 
to pray had been in accordance 
with the May 4 Cairo agree- 
ment for autonomy under 
which the Palestinian authority 
guarantees free access to all 
religious sites. 

General Dov Gazit, head of 
an Israeli-Palestinian liaison' 
committee, replied that the 
army had declared the auton- 
omous area of Gaza out of 
bounds to Israelis. 

Ms. Hershkovicb said that hi 
recent years religious settlers 
had always been able to pray at 


die ruined synagogue in line 
with tradition on the first of 
each month in the Hebrew 
calendar — the first of Tamuz 
falls Thursday. 

The site, with a mosaic of 
King David playing the lute, 
was discovered on the seafront 
in 1967 after Israel seized 
Gaza. 

Palestinians said the settlers 
only visited the site about two 
or three times a year. 

A synagogue at Jericho, rhe 
other autonomous area, has 
been the scene of repeated 
trouble as hardline Jews have 
turned up to pray with guns. 

— The Eun^iean Union said 
on Tuesday it had granted 2.4 
million European currency un- 
ite ($2.8 million) in humanita- 
rian medical aid for Palesti- 
nians in Gaza and the West 
Bank. 

The aid will go to supplying 
medical equipment for dinics 
and hospitals in both the pri- 
vate and public sector, the 
European Commission said in 
a statement. 

The aid, which will cover six 
months, will also help provide 
technical assistance and an im- 
provement in a quality control 
system for medicines produced 
locally, the commission said. 


• Economy 


Debt of Arab Gulf states remains 
manageable despite low oil prices 



IMF announces first management 
reorganisation in forty- five years 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE S r J99+ 


Rafsanjani 
promises % 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Huge 
Gulf war costs coupled with 
low oil prices have forced most 
regional states to seek more 
loans but the debt problem 
manageable given 
their massive crude resources, 
economists said Monday. 

Most members of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
■have not published official fi- 
gures on their debt but bankers 
estimated both the foreign and 
domestic debt at more than $45 
billion. 

According to Henry Azzam, 
chief economist at the National 
Commercial Bank, the biggest 
hank in Saudi Arabia, around 
$25 billion in GCCs medium 
term debt, in addition to 
bonds, would be due for repay- 
ment in 1994. 

“These were borrowed by 
governments and semi- 


government institutions in the 
GCC over the past five years,” 
be said in a study published in 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) newspaper A1 Khaleej 
Monday. 

“Yet recurrent reports that 
the debt is creating problems 
for the GCC countries are ex- 
aggerated because the debt is 
still at conservative levels and 
all member states are not clas- 
sified; as heavily indebted.” 

Bankers said Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait owed most of the 
GCC debt as they had to fi- 
nance the bulk of costs of an 
allied offensive that ejected 
Iraqi invasion forces from 
Kuwait in early 1991. They 
estimated such payments at 
$65 billion, more than the 
annual income of the two 
countries. 

The bankers put Saudi Ara- 


HOUSING AND URBAN 


Date: June, 9th, 94 

Loan No.: 2841 JO 

Tender No.: (3/G/93V94) 

1. The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has received a 
loan from the Worid Bank in various currencies 
towards the cost of the third Urban Development 
Project (UDP3) and it is intended that part of the 
proceeds of this loan will be applied to eligible 
payments under the contract for procurement of 
goods for UDP3 schools: 

2. The Housing & Urban Development Corporation 
now invites sealed bids from bidders whom their 
countries are members in the World Bank, and 
Taiwan, China for the supply of 

Cfcfcsczy No. Denote 

1 Art ft arts 


C2n&tajr cqripe 
itetab 
ISoiegy tab 
Women vocational 
Education 
Office u p ripmu t 

wnraKwial 

W/Sfasp 


3. Eligible bidders interested in this tender may obtain 
further information from and inspect the bidding 
documents at the office of: Housing and Urban 
Development Corporation — Marka Housing Project 

Amman ■ Jordan 
Telex No.: 22249 JO 
Fax No.: 883197 
TeL No.: 899381 
P.OJSax 927198 

4. A complete set of bidding documents may be 
purchased by any interested eligible bidder on the 
submission of a written application to the above and 
upon payment of a non-refundabie fee of JD(15) per 
category. 

5. AH bids must be accompanied by a bid security of 
not less than (2)% of the bid price, and must be 
delivered to the Director General/Housing and 
Urban Development Corporation. P.O.Box (927198) 
Amman - Jordan on or before 12:00 noon local time, 
on July 23, 1994. 

6. Bids will be opened in the presence of bidder's 
representatives who choose to attend at 12:00 noon 
local time, on July 23, 1994 at the offices of Housing 
and Urban Development Corporation — Marka 
Housing Project — Amman. 


bia’s debt at around $17 billion 
and Kuwait's at more than $9 
billion in 1992. The figures do 
not indude billions of dollars 
issued by Riyadh to shore up 
its budget deficit. 

The war costs as well as 
financial aid to countries 
affected by the conflict turned 
the GCCs surplus in the cur- 
rent account of $5.2 billion in 
1969 into a record deficit of 
$543 bflUcm in 1991. 

Bat it eased to $31.6 billion 
in 1992 and $11.7 billion in 
1993 due to the end of the 
war-related financial burden 
and the return of large private 
funds that were out 

.during the crisis. 

With oil prices forecast at 
$15 in 1994, GCC exports were 
projected by Mr. Azzam at 
$75.3 billion, including $60 bil- 
lion worth of crude. 

Hits, coupled with an ex- 
pected fall in imports, will push 
the GCCs current account de- 
ficit to $ 14.2 billion in 1994. 

Deficits also hit GCC 
budgets and balance of pay- 
ments; prompting some of 
them ,to withdraw consistently 
from their overseas assets. But 
given their large oil exports, 
es tima t ed at 13 million barrels 
per day (Wd), their trade ba- 
lance continued to register a 
large surplus. 

“Considering their large oil 
production and reserves, I 
don't dunk Gulf states are suf- 
fering from a real debt prob- 
lem,” Yusuf Khalifa, econo- 
mics professor at the Emirates 
University, told AFP. 

“The debt is still under con- 
trol as it is low compared with 
their gross domestic product. 
But it could become a problem 
if they continued to depend 
more on borrowing without 
Mom - their own income 


OS still provides the bulk of 
the income of the GCC, which 
also groups the UAE, Oman, 
Qatar and Bahrain. But they 
have been striving to diversify 
their economies to reduce re- 


liance on such an unstable 
source. 

Economic reforms gained 
momentum after oil prices con- 
tinued to weaken following the 
Golf war and more measures , 
were expected to be taken by ‘ 
member states as they do not : 
forecast any price improve- 
ment in the near future. 

OAS links 
human rights 
to economic 
development 

BELEM. Brazil (R) — Demo- 
cracy and human rights cann ot 
be sustained without economic 
development, the Organisation 
of American States (OAS) said 
in a draft dedaratiaar issued at 
its 24th general assembly. 

"Democracy, ’the full 
observance of all human rights > 
and economic and' Social de- 
velopment are interdependent 
and mutually reinforcing con- 
cepts,” said the declaration. ’ 
“Development and the strug- 
gle to overcome extreme 
poverty are a priori fyfa prom- 
oting the exerciser Vf these 
rights.” 

The declaration will be 
signed Friday at tire end of the 
week-long assembly being held 
in the port city of Belem, in the 
Amazon state of Para, OAS 
ministers said the final text will 
make only very minor changes 
to the draft 

The direct link between hu- 
man rights arid economic de- 
velopment provoked a con- 
troversy among foreign minis- 
ters from OAS member na- 
tions. 

“Argentina -does dot agree 
to finking the question of de- 
velopment with ntnfraa rights,” 
Argentine Minister Guido di 
Telia told reporters, v 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) announced Mon- 
day its fust management reor- 
ganisation in 45 yean in a 
shuffle that win swell the top 
ranks and tap luffing Amer- 
ican economist Stanley Fisher. 

Since 1949, the IMF has 
been headed by a managing 
, d ire c to r — Michel C am de s s us 
of France has held the post 
since 1987 — and a deputy 
managing director who is tra- 
ditionally an American. 

But now three deputies will 
be su p po rtin g the ernef. 

Mr. Fischer will be one, re- 
placing Richard Erb who 
aiAJDunced in May Hui he 
would step down. The other 
two deputies wifl be Ivory 
Coast Prime Minister Alassane 
Qnattara and Prabhakar Nar- 
vekar of India. 

Mr. Qnattara and Mr. Nar- 
vekar will begin their duties on 
July 1, while Mr. Fischer, an 
econ o mis t at the Massacfaus- 


sets Institute of Technology 
who served as the World 
Bank’s chief economic from 
1988-90, starts in September. 

Mr. Fischer win be consi- 
dered the top deputy and will 


ties in aD areas of the financial 
institution, the IMF said in a 
statement. 

Mr. Fischer and Mr, Qnat- 
tsa will be involved mostly in 
monetary ] policy - while Mr. 
Narvakar, who has been at the 
IMF fur 41 years, wffl be in 
charge of personnel. 

The reorganisation is aimed 
at bolstering management at 
the IMF, which has seen its 
operations and membership 
grow considerably in recent 
years. 

The institution had 29 mem- 
bers when it was formed in 
1945, with contributions totall- 
ing $8.8 billion. Today there 
are 178 IMF m em ber s — 32 of 
them joined in the past four 


years — and has “quotas” 
totalling $200 bffiioo- 

The IMF and the World 
Bank were conceived in 1944 
in Bretton Woods, New 
Hampshire, during the United 
Nations Monetary and Finan- 
cial Conference. 

The IMF monitors the inter- 
national monetary system and 
works to stabilise exch ang es 
w hite aiding countries with 
temporary balance of pay- 
ments problems with short- 
and medium-term loans. 

The IMF’s assessment of a 
member’s economic policies 
determines the country’s, ac- 
cess to financing from the in- 
ternational community, parti- 
cularly now that economic con- 
cerns have upstaged strategy 
ones with the end of the cold 
war. 

The IMF has more than 
2,000 employees at its bead- 
quarters in Washington and 
around (he world. 


Pacific economies slated for 4.2% growth 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Countries on the Pacific rim 

* will post real growth averaging 
. 43 per cent this year and in 
»1995, the Pacific Economic 
’‘Cooperation Councfl (PECC) 

said Wednesday. 

The Singapore-based PECC, 
which groups business leaders, 
academics and government 
officials from 21 Padfie na- 
. tions. said that despite the fas- 

* ter growth, inflation Wdfckl re- 
■ main at a low 33 per cent this 

year. 

“This combination of rapid 
growth with minimal inflation 
‘Worid be an outstanding 
achievement for the region and 
that'is what is being forecast 
forOmth 1994 and 1995,” the 
? PECC said in its annual report 

* odftbe Pacific’s economic out- 

: look. i 

The PECC said tlaf perform- 
ance of the 18 Pacific countries 
l covered in its survey: would be 

* influenced by rapid expansion 
in die United States, slight 
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recovery in Japan and China's 
emergence as the Pacific's new 
engine for growth. 

Countries covered were Au- 
stralia, Canada, Chile, China, 
Colombia, Hong Kong, In- 
donesia, Japan, South Korea, 
Malaysia, Mexico, New Zea- 
land, Peru, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand 
and the United States. 

The PECC said the Pacific 
economies grew at a weighted 
average 3.8 per cent in 1993, 
0.4 percentage points below its 
forecast of 4.2 per cent, but it 
added that the rate was the 
highest since 1969. 

The rapid economic expan- 
sion along the Pacific rim will 
contrast with global growth 
estimated at 1.8 per cent for 
this year and three per cent for 
the next two years recently 
forecast by the Manila-based 
Asian Development Bank. 

Hie 1994 PECC forecasts 
growth ranging from a low of 

Taiwan 
invests 
$71 4m 
overseas 

TAIPEI (AFP) — Taiwan 
approved 102 overseas invest- 
ment projects worth $714 mil- 
fion in the first four months of 
1994, a 65 per cent jump in 
value over a year earlier, the 
Investment Commission has 
mid. 

Meanwhile, foreign invest- 
ment in the island for January- 
April edged up 29 per cent to 
$329 million over the same 
period last year, the govern- 
ment agency said. 

Overaas investment figures 
exdude those made in China. 

The export-oriented island 
has become the second largest 
investor in the mainland after 
Hong Kong. Some 10,000 
Taiwan enterprises have 
poured an estimated $13 mil- 
lion into various projects in 
China, with or without govern- 
ment approval. 


1.1 per cent for Japan's 
recession-hit economy to a 
high of 10 per cent for booming 
China. 

“Unlike the late 1980s, when 
growth accelerated sharply and 
then dedined, this cyclical ex- 
pansion is proceeding on a 
smooth trajectory,” the PECC 
said. 

It cited Malaysia as a prime 
example of rapid growth with- 
out inflation. Malaysia’s eco- 
noy grew by an avarage of 8.7 
per cent from 1987 to 1993 
while inflation average 3.9 per 
cent. 

Malaysia's economy will 
grow by more than eight per 
cent in 1994 and 1995 against 
inflation of 3.9 per cent, it said. 

But the PECC said inflation 
would trigger concern in some 
of the surveyed 18 countries, 
among them China, Indonesia, 
South Korea and the Philip- 
pines. 

Monetary restraint in China, 
eased in November last year, 
might rekindle inflationary 
fires in 1994, it said. 

Inflation m the Philippines 
was forecast to rise 10-per cent 
in a one-off response to 
government-mandated price 
hikes. 

China’s growth was expected 
to moderate to 10 per cent in 
1994 and 8.2. per cent. in. 1995.. 
from 13.4 per cent last year,, 
die PECC said. 

"Chinese imports have 
grown by more than 25 per 
cent year in the last two years. 
Furthermore, a growing share 
of these imports are coming 
from PECC economies,” the 
report said. 

The trade imbalance be- 
tween Japan and the United 
States remains one of the most 
serious risks to the Pacific’s 
economic health, the PECC 
said. 

The Pacific would benefit so 
long as action taken to resolve 
the imbalance helped promote 
trade and put the burden on 
Japan to break the impasse. 

But punitive action against 
Japan would have negative 
consequences for every eco- 
nomy, it said. 
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price rises- 

TEHRAN (R) — Iran’s Presi- 
dent Akbar Hasbemi Rafeau- 
jani, under intense pressure at ■ 
home to abandon liberalisation 
policies that brought inflation 
and badly hit the poor,. Tbcst 
day pledged no more price 
increases for the immediate 
future. - 

Facing a barrage of hostile 
questions from local repttkten 
at his first news conferenyin a 
year, he said he agreed trafr life 
was hard for poor peojjfe in 

Asked if he saw furtherance 
rises in his bid to cut down 
subsidies and reduce govern- 
ment spending, be said several 
decisions had already been 
taken to increase prices-: for 
goods and services. 

“There is nothing else to be 
discussed for the future m jis 
far as I know,” he said. Be# 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following arc the buying and selling rates 
far leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at 
midsession on die London Foreign Exchange and bullion 
markets Tuesday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 
e One ounce of gold 


13680/90 

1.6704/14 

1.8730/40 

1.4150/60 

34.37/41 

5.6950/00 

1617.6/9.1 

105.10/20 

7.9275/75 

7.2340/90 

63350/00 

$1.5046/56 

$380.45/380.95 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
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ESCWA details oil, gas capacity in the region 


By P.V. Vivekanund 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The 13-membcr 
countries of.lhe Economic and 
Social Commission for West- 
ern Asia (ESCWA) hold 572 .3 
billion barrels of oil, account- 
ing for 57.3 per cent of the 
world's proven reserves, and 
24,619 billion cubic metres of 
gas, representing 17 per cent of 
the world total, according to an 
ESCWA survey. 

The survey 'did ESCWA 
countries tapped 0.4 per cent 
of the oil reserves in IffW. but 
gas reserves rose by 1K.9 per 
cent over a three-year period, 
with Qatar accounting for 
more than 20 per cent of the 
region's total. 

Oil reserves in Saudi Arabia, 
the largest world exporter of 


crude, declined b\ 0.6 per cent 
to 25K.7 billion barrels during 
1993. The Saudi reserves rep- 
resent 45.2 per cent of the 
F.SCWA total and 33 5 per 
cent of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC), noted the sur- 
vey. a copy of which was made 
available to the Jordan Times. 

Iraq, with a proven reserve 
of IUO billion barrels, came 
second to Saudi Arabia, fol- 
lowed by I he United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) with 98.1 bil- 
lion barrels and Kuwait with 94 
billion barrels. 

The L'SCWA oil reserves 
account for 74.1 per cent of 
OPEC. 

“Proven oil reserves in the 
ESCWA region can sustain the 
current level of oil production 
for 100.fi years, compared with 


UAE approves more funds for 


ABU DHABI (AFP) - The 
United Arab Emirates I UAE l 
has approved more funds for 
development projects in fisc.il 
1994 despite a decline in oil 
prices, the official news agency 
WAM has reponeJ. 

Allocations for projects m 
the 1994 federal budget stood 
at 1.24 billion dirhams (S3'7 
million) compared with I . I bil- 
lion dirhams ($299 million) in 
Ihe 1993 budget, the agency 
said. 

But only 27 million dirhams 
(£7.3 million) were approved 
for new projects while the rest 
covered projects already 
underway. 

WAM. quoting a planning 
ministry report, said the total 
costs of the projects stood at 
5.26 billion dirhams (SI. 43 bil- 
lion). 

It gave no details but minis- 
try sources said the projects 
covered housing, schools. 


roadworks, water and electric- 
it\. fanning and industry. 

Oil provides the hulk of the 
UAE's income and a decline in 
crude prices hits forced it to 
introduce austerity measures 
to cut the budget deficit. 

Allocations for development 
projects have sharply declined 
over the past decade as the 
infrastructure has almost been 
completed. 

Current expenditure, includ- 
ing salaries for the nearly 
5U.( KH) civil servants, now con- 
sume up to half (he federal 
budget, which is financed by 50 
per cent of the income of each 
of the UAE's seven Gulf emi- 
rates. 

The 1994 spending was pro- 
jected at J4.79 billion and re- 
venues at S4.41 billion. This 
left a deficit of S3SU million, 
lower than the 1993 shortfall of 
$470 million. 


62.X years for OPEC countries 
us a group, and only 42.1 years 
for the world as a whole," said 
the survey. 

The Amman-based ESCWA 
groups Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Qatar, Kuwait, the UAE. 
Oman. Yemen, Syria. Leba- 
non, Egypt. Iraq and Jordan. 

The oil-producing and ex- 
porting countries of the region 
are giving increased attention 

to the oil-rcftning industry, the 
survey said. Egypt is planning 
an expansion project at a cost 
of SI. 2 billion, while a Saudi 
programme to expand its Yan- 
bu refining facilities to a capac- 
ity of 130 .000 barrels per day is 
expected to be completed by 
1995. 

As and when a “reorganisa- 
tion* of Saudi Arabia's oil re- 
fining industry is completed, 
where Aramco has taken over 
the Samrec refining company, 
the kingdom will have one of 
the world's largest oil and re- 
fining companies, the ESCWA 
report said. 

The survey, conducted be- 
fore a civil war broke out in 
Yemen in May. said the coun- 
try was planning to expand the 
southern Aden refinery by 
adding 7U.UU0 barrels per day 
to its existing capacity and to 
build a new refinery at Mukalla 
with a capacity of lUU.fiGQ bar- 
rels per day (latest repons 
from the Yemeni war from 
indicated that the Aden refin- 
ery was hit at least twice on 
Sunday. The extent of dam- 
ages was not immediately 
clear). 

The ESCWA region pro- 
duced an average of 15.6 mil- 


lion barrels of oil per day 
during 1993. reflecting an in- 
crease of 4.5 per cent over 1992 
and raising its share of total 
world production from 22.9 
per cent to 24 per cent. 

However, the increase was 
unevenly distributed among 
the ESCWA members. Kuwait 
increased its output by 75.5 per 
cent and Syria did so by 7.S per 
cent, while production de- 
clined by 2.3 per cent in Saudi 
Arabia and 2.1 per cent in 
UAE. 

Iraq, which is banned from 
exporting oil, continued to 
send 50,000 barrels per day to 
Jordan in debt repayment, 
ESCWA said. 

According to the ESCWA 
report, ofl prices in 1993 aver- 
aged $16.3 per barrel, the 


butedthedrop to a 0.2 percent reserves expanded their export 

decline in world demand dur- activities, 
ing the year, inability of the Oman, where gas reserves 
OPEC countries to agree on more than doubled in the last 

lower production ceilings, two years, is studying the pos- 

higher output by non-OPEC ability of exporting liquefied 

attinzriesi and speculation ab- natural gas (LNG) to southern 


oaf lifting; the ban on Iraqi oil 
exports. 

As a Ifcsult, the ESCWA 
said, overall oil revenues of the 
region dropped by 8.2 per cent 
.to $72.5 billion in 1993. While 
Kuwait and Syria posted in- 
creased revenues as a result of 
higher output. Qatar posted an 
18 per cent decline, Saudi Ara- 
bia 15.9 per cent, Egypt 8«3 per 
cent and the uAE two per 
cent. Z - 

On t& gas front, the 
ESCWA survey found that the 
region's countries with high 


Europe and India. 

Qatar has increased its mar- 
ket production on natural gas 
by 78 per cent since 1990 and is 
expanding its output and pro- 
cessing facilities. 

Saadi Arabia, which uses 
natural gas as feed stock for its 
petrochemical industry and 
domestic consumption, posted 
a "modest’’ increase in gas 
exports, the survey said with- 
out giving figures. But it said 
Saudi gas reserves remained 
largely unchanged in recent 
vears. 



FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

☆ Studio ol one bedroom. K & 6. 

* One bedroom living room h & B 

☆ Two bedrooms, living-dining room K & B. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location; Jabal Amman bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Annual Rent - Owner Tel.: 667862/642351 


TTr? 


LOST 

l. Mehboob Ali s/o 
Nawab Khan, Pakistani 
citizen, announce that 
during my travel from Al 
Fuheis to Amman, I lost 
my passport no. 
[H995230]. 

if found please hand to 
nearest police station 
and thanks a lot. 


lowest in four years. It attri- region's coun tries with high years. 

L’Ambasdata d’ltalia anxtuncia il bssdv ui concorso per assumere un impiegato esecutivo, 
in possesso dei seguenti requisite: 

- dttadinanza non iiaKana; 

- e& non inferiore ai 18 e non snperiore ai 40 anni; 

- diploma di istnudone secoudaita tfi primo grado o equivalent; 

- perfetta conoscenza scritta e orale tafiano, arabo e inglese; 

- buona conoscenza dattilografia. ) 

Le domande dovranno essere autenticate presso la sezlone consolare e 
presentate entro il 20.6.1994. Per informazioiti rlvolgersi al sig. Garavelli 
tel. 638185 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY / OFFICE MANAGER AND ^mEWKNCED 

CLINICAL ASSOCIATES : v ' V. 

Heart surgeon opening a clinic in amroan invites qualified applicants to submit re- 
sumes for consideration for the following positions: 

Executive Secretary Office Manager 9 

Must be fluent in English and Arabic, Typing, basic computer Operations, com- 
mand of MS, DOS, Microsoft Windows requires. 

r 

Cardiovascular clinical Associates ■ 

1. Qualified assistant Surgeon to first assist in open heart operations. 

2. Experiences Nurse Specialist to participate in pre and post operative patient care. 

salaries commensurate with experience. 

PIdase submit resumes to: 

Mr. William Burke ; 

Fax # £404) 265-4952 l 

Atlanta, Georgia 


Bta, Georgia 
U.S.A. 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


MCKMG. A* FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 



yYX\X\XN^NVYV> 

, \ ? 4 $ ? SP 


Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 




«*? --as 




La vie Seautu 
center 

for Facial cleansing. Massage, 
Sugaring, Waxing flail Care 

, Make-Up And Bridal 
Make-Up. 

We me the best French Cosaetke 


FOR RENT & SALE 


Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished 

For rYiore details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 ' 
Fax: 810520 


RESTAURANT 


Live Entertainment 



The Official Car & Truck 
Rental Company 

WorldCupUSm 



.Swefflyeh. 


iliil' 


V^^Flat.O.Tal 
" Serviced SuSes in 
Grand Hotel Style I * 




fern and aubry 


Reservation & Information 

UraUlhainah- Tel.: 661217 


sports & 
Programmes Live Via 
Satellite ' 


J-C. - >r- j-'J' j'j- 5 

2nd-('.'irtli- - Jabjl Amman 
npp. Frmchloar 

Tel.653482 .iiu 



TALK OF IHE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

dten nightly 

From KM P JL to 340 AJL 
Tutaday dosed 

Td: 66211 Fax: 61777? 
Muldfc But Hotel - Stamm 





Call tel: 





HAKOTEL 

|l£J«|l|l= 


Amman - Tel. 607193 
P.08ox 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates end 
Businessmen 


/ CHEN’S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarkei 

Mongoliai) Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 81S214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 p.m 
6:30 - Midnight 
S. Air Conditioned Hall > 



12 am -V. Late 


M 

-nr 

!.sT;K’C;^t:v?v:c 

|Cjj 


call 

SAMPLE REAL ESTATE 

TEL: 864230 FAX864231 



&u£ £uk ! 

loffordobic prices 


Time Out Bar ! 

Sweifiyeh - 863944 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

IXtaiwaytawaH aMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 639968 


SELECT HOTEL 


© Superior Hotel Services Tor 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Nouns 
& Evenings 


Jabal Al Webdeh/Tel. 637 101/6371 02 



Thf Rkst Is 


Qbikfc cm 


< ll i f'cfc: I ; llivsi ^ 

Fcf res*rv3!)or,s call 641 J63 


STUDIO HAIG 

ProfessionjU Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get> 

• JUMBO photo 
sfe* 30% larger 

+ From enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 



AVIS 


Weir 


Tmkm atmy ts avadaUn 

Shaf Al-Anb Sboet 
Un UBn/neh Conmodal Contra 

TeL: 881174 
iocelaBUd Ahwyiuwed 


Maintenance and 
Repair Services 


Done by wdl trained and 
Professional Technicians 




soi k dim rni vi\ \ 

AMMAN TKL. S 150 S 7 


Sanesani - Opp. Griiufiays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



■ NowTnf-n* 

Italian Pasta 

IKdoMO^ Way 













































































































News 


tidan rebels try to block 
government counter- offensive 


KIGALI (R) — Heavy mortar 
battles thundered around die 
Rwandan capital Tuesday as 
rebels tried to block a two-day 
government army counter- 
offensive. 

UJJ. offi cials said 


fightin g 

TOs concentrated around Kiga- 
. city centre’s Meridien 
Roundabout and Mount Kiga- 
li* the highest peak still held by 
the army despite the rebels 
g a i nin g a foothold there days 
ago. 

Heavy guns and anti-aircraft 
fire, much of it pure intimida- 
tion, boomed across the 
largely-deserted city. 

The more strategic battles 
appeared to be south and north 
of the capital with government 
troops dearly determined to 
limit gains of the Rwanda Pat- 
riotic Front (RFF) rebels. 

Hie RFF has gained the 
upper hand in Kigali in two 
months of renewed civil war 
ignited by the assassination of 
President Juvenal Habyarima- 
na on April 6. Massacres large- 
ly blamed cm his fellow- Hutu 
Tribesmen, have taken an esti- 
mated 500,000 lives, most of 
the victims minority Tutsis. 

U.N. officials said there was 
heavy fighting in a village near 
the southern town of Kabgayi, 
captured by rebels last week. 
The fall of Kabgayi threatened 
the nearby government base erf 
Gitaisma 40 miles (25 km) 
south of Kigali- Hundreds of 
thousands of people from the 
majority Hots tribe have shel- 
tered there, fearing the adv- 
ance of the mainly Tutsi RPF. 

Goverameat forces had also 
pushed down from the north- 
ern garrison town of 
Ruhengeri in an attempt to 
force ibe RPF off two stron- 
gheids it holds on the road to 
Ztigsli: they added. 

Tee rebels seem to have 
contained the government 
pesh, tie U.N. officials added. 

“"The military situation has 
Ed really changed. The initia- 
tive is still with the RPF de- 


spite government claims of suc- 
cess,” one U.N. official told 
. Reuters. 

The officials said the RFF 
was still some three kilometres 
sooth of die town of Gitapuna, 
wheri Rwanda’s interim gov- 
ernment fled last month. 

UN AMIR military spokes- 
man Major Jean-Guy Plante 
said government forces laun- 
ched a counter -attack Saturday 
night and were concentrating 
on repulsing RFF rebels from 
the main route south of Kigali. 

But speaking in the rebel- 
held town of Kabuga 16 
kilometres east of-Kigah, RPF 
military commander Major- 
General Paul Kagama said 
government counter-attacks 
had been repulsed and the 
RPF still held on it its posi- 
tions. 

He said rebel forces were 
still surrounding Gitarama 
from many directions but de- • 
dined to say whether the RFF 
wanted to seize it before Kiga- 
li, saying: “That remains my 
secret.” 

In a surprising development, 
Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni, widely regarded to 
be the RPFs mam backer, 
angrily censured them for re- 
fusing to accept a ceasefire. 

In his first public attack on 
the RPF, Mr. Museveni told a 
news conference Monday ni gh t 
the rebels were being unrealis- 
tic because they did not have 
the capacity to win the dvil 
war. 

“I have advised them time 
and again to agree to a cease- 
fire since the international 
community has promised a tri- 
bunal to iry tbosei responsible 
for the genocide and I do not 
understand why ; they insist on 
fighting,” Mr. Museveni said. 

"They are making a mistake 
by continuing to fight. They do 
not have the equipment to win 
a quick war,” he added. 

The RPF also faced criticism 
from a human rights group. 
Human Rights Watch/ 



Mr. 


Africa, in a letter to 
Kagame, cited several inci-. 
dents of alleged abuses by RPF 
soldiers. In one incident last 
week international television 
networks showed news video 
of a young rebel officer shoot- 
ing dead at dose range wound- 
ed government solmeis who 
had surrendered. 

The letter also cited the kill- 
ing recently of a missionary 
named Father Joachim Vail- - 
majo in the northern rebel- 


held town of Byumba. Other 
Catholic sources have also re- 
ported that the RPF killed two 

a rrests at a village called 
[yinawimana. 

’‘Human Rights Watch/ 
Africa demands that you 
assure complete protection to 
all the peoples within zones 
controlled by the RPF, induct- 
ing those who are trying to 
leave these zones to take re- 
fuge elsewhere,” the letter- 
said. 



j 8 c Mroos spates Truth Commission 


CAPE TOWN (AFP) — Justice Minister Dullah Omar 
Tuesday announced the creation of a Turth Commission to 
investigate past human rights violations by all political groups 
in South Africa. Mr. Omar told a press conference here that 
the commission would enable the country to “come to terms 
vTith its pest.” The commission could also set up a specialised 
structure to deal with all applications for political amnesty, he 
added. “Gross violations of human rights must be fully and 
officially investigated with due regard to fair preedures,” Mr. 
Omar said. “The identity of the victims and what happened to 
them, and the identity of the perpetrators, must be made 
known.” The commission should consist of eminent South 
Africans, he added. Numerous political killings carried out by 
white extremists and Mack radicals during 45 years of 
apartheid rule in South Africa, which ended with the historic 
all-race elections in April, remain unsolved. 


Twgns up Filipino rebel base 


ZAMBOANGA, Philippines (R) — Philippine Marines pur- 
sued remnants of a Muslim fundamentalist guerrilla group on 
southern Jok> Island Tuesday after killing 40 rebels in four 
days of fighting, the military said. “We are pursuing them and 
the Marines are conducting mopping-up operations,” said 
Major Pedro Soria, civil-relations chief of the military’s 
Southern Command. A search was also launched for Abdura- 
jak Janjalani, the leader of. the fundamentalist Ab° Sayyaf. 
■guerrilla group, which has been blamed for a spate of 
kidnappings and bombings in the southern islands over the 
past year. “There is a strong possibility that Janjalani may 
have been taken boscage by the family of his number two 
commander, who may be interested in claiming the money 
bounty of 1.5 million pesos ($55,500) for bis capture,” Soria 
said. He declined to elaborate. 


Remains off 16 U.S. Ml As sent home 


HANOI (AFP) — U.S. military Tuesday sent borne the 
suspected remains of 16 men who died during the war here in 
the largest repatriation since the United States and Vietnam 
began joint searches for those still missing in action. In the 
third repatriation ceremony this year, 16 small wooden boxes 
were loaded into larger aluminium cases and carried aboard a 
Starlifter military jet parked at Hanoi’s Noi Bai Airport. As an 
.honour guard saluted each case as it was loaded onto the 
plane, Vietnamese MIG jets noisily practised landings and 
takeoffs on the runway at Noi Bai, which also serves as an air 
force base. The remains were recovered during the 29th joint 
mission between the U.S. military and Vietnamese authorities 
to account for the 2,231 American servicemen still misting 
from the conflict in Indochina. Four sets were handed over by 
Vietnamese who had found them and reported to local 
authorities while the others came from excavation of crash 
rites and graves. 


Bangladeshi writer remains at large 


DHAKA ( AFP) — Feminist writer Taslima Nasreen, who is 
wanted by police for “outraging the religious feelings of 
Muslims," was given her first local show of support Tuesday 
by young Bangladeshi cultural activists. In separate state- 
ments. the Charan Shiplip Goshti, Progoti Lekhak Shilpi 
Goshti, two groups promoting music and literary activities, 
and the Alternate Film Movement (AFM) protested the 
criminal arrest warrant for Ms. Nasreen and said it was against 
the fundamental human rights enshrined in the country's 
constitution. “It is every man’s fundamental right to express 
himself and we should protest that law which goes against it,” 
said Morshedul Islam of AFM in a published statement. The 
other groups alleged that the government had bowed to 
pressure from Islamic fundamentalists, and warned that 
Muslim extremists were becoming increasingly active through- 
out Bangladesh. Village clerics reportedly have been issuing 
illegal judgements in family courts in the name of Islam and 
Ms. Nasreen had spoken out against them. Ms. Nasreen, a 
32-year-oid doctor-tumed-writer. faces arrest for the “deliber- 
ate and malicious intention of outraging the religious feelings 
of Muslims" for reported remarks she made about the Koran. 
Islam's most holy book. 


Mandela has not checked 
on ‘niece’ in N. Zealand 


PRETORIA (R) — South 
Africa’s President Neslton 
Mandela has not checked 
whether a woman claimed to 
be his niece and under inves- 
tigation by New Zealand police 
was related to him, his spokes- 
man Joel Netshitenzhe said 
Tuesday. 

“The president has not in- 
vestigated the veracity of the 
story and wouldn't want to 
comment on it,” he told Reu- 
ters. 

New Zealand police said 
Tuesday they had received 
allegations of criminal activity 
against Nomaza Paintin, who 
has said she is Mr. Mandela’s 
niece. The head of Welling- 
ton’s Criminal Investigation 
Bureau also hinted that he was 
probing Ms. Paintin ’s fund- 
raising activities. 

Ms. Paintin, a Wellington 
resident, won worldwide pub- 
licity in April when she cast her 
ballot in New Zealand — 10 
tours ahead of South Africa — 
and became the fust black per- 
son to vote in historic all-race 
elections in which Mr. Mande- 
la and his African National 
Congress won a sweeping vic- 
tory. 

Sources dose to Mr. Mande- 


la said given the African “ex- 
tended family”, under which 
dozens of people can claim 
family ties through dans and 
tribal assodation, Ms. Paintin 
could be related to Mandela. 

“He (Mandela) took it all in 
good faith,” a source said. 

A New Zealand Television 
programme at the weekend in- 
terviewed Ms. Paintin’s 
mother, who said her daughter 
was born in Zimbabwe, not 
South Africa, and was Mr. 
Mandela’s second cousin, not 
his niece. 


New Zealand Television dis- 
puted further statements by 
Ms. Paintin that she was a 
qualified doctor and had 
headed a World Health Orga- 
nisation immunisation prog- 
ramme in Mozambique. 

Ms. Paintin, complaining of 
exhaustion, told Reuters Mon- 
day: “At the moment I'm not 
in a position to say anything. 
I’ve always conducted myself 
with dignity, and I intend to 
keep it that way.” 

Asked if she still maintained 
she was Mr. Mandela's niece, 
Ms. Paintin replied: “You will 
hear everything in good time. 
Just be patient.” 
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Bosnia rivals talk truce, fight In north 


SARAJEVO (R) — Hmm im i 
rivals Tuesday held a second 
day of difficult talks on a prop- 
osed ceasefire as Muslim-led 
troops dashed with Serb forces 
on northern battkfoonts. 

Bosnian Serb leaders and a 
Mnsfim-Ctoat delegation sat 
down for a second meeting in 
Geneva to discuss a general 
ceasefire for Bosnia but the 
two tides still disagreed over 
bow long the proposed truce 
should last 

U.N. officials and Serb dele- 
gates said flie talks might end 
later Tuesday and resume at 
Sarajevo Airport later this 
week. 

With Serbs poshing for a 
year-long ceasefire and 
Mushm-Croat allies calling for 
a four-week trace, U.N. spe- 
cial envoy Yasushi Akasfai said 
he expected the talks to be 
“very hard”. 

Muslim-led B osnian army 
forces made some gains around 


in 


Mount Ozren in northern Bos- 
nia near Voznce, 50 kilometres 
southwest of Doboj, a Bosnian 
Serb officer told Renters Mon- 
day. 

Heavily armed Bosnian Serb 
soldiers m the area moved to 
reinforce Voznce Monday and 
hit Bosnian army positions with 
anti-aircraft fire. 

Muslim-controlled Sarajevo 
Radio co nfirm ed fighting in 
the area, which appears to 
centre on controlling a supply 
route linking the Muslim stron- 
ghold of Tuzla to the central 


town of Zavhkmd. 

A U.N. spokesman 
Sarajevo said Doth sides ex- 
changed shell and mortar fire 
in northern Bosnia Monday, 
with 1,143 detonations re- 
ported around Ribnica, south- 
west of Tuzla. 

Sarajevo Radio said Serb 
forces launched artillery and 
tank attacks on Gradacac, 
north of Tuzla, Tuesday, with 
more than 30 shells hitting the 
town. The United Nations 
could not immediately confirm 
the report. 

The town is located along 
the vital supply corridor that 
links Serb-held territory in 
Bosnia and Croatia to Serbia. 

In Geneva, Mr. Akasfai pre- 
sented his own draft ce as efire 
accord in separate meetings 
with both sides Monday. 

The draft, which he later 
revised, proposed an initial 
four-month ceasefire during 
which a final political settle- 
ment would be reached. The 
ceasefire would be enforced by 
about 5,000 extra U.N. 

deployed along 

fines. 

In a counter-proposal, Mus- 
lims and Croats instead sug- 
gested a four-week truce which 
could only be extended if prog- 
ress was made in political 
negotiations on the future 
e thnic partition of die former 
Yugoslav republic. 

Serb leader Radovan Karad- 
zic, meanwhile, 
year-long truce, Serb 


“There are some _ 
differences which stiD have to 
be bridged. It will to very 
hard, we wifi to negotiating 
' Mr. Akasfai 

told 


Shanghai to build 
China’s biggest 
opera house 


are r e p res en ted in Geneva by 
Vice-President Ejup 
Game and by Groat leader 
Krcswrir Zubak, president of a 
new Musfim-Croat Federation 
in which Mr. Ganic also holds 
the post of vice-presklent. 

-Muslim and Croat del eg ate s 
have argued against any leng- 
thy ceasefire because f 
it would lock in S erb 
gams and remove pressure on 
the Serbs to give up land in 
territorial negotiations medi- 
ated by major powers. 

Tbc Serbs, who control 70 
per cent erf Bosnia and have 
forced hundreds of thousands 
of non-Seibs from their homes, 
have been pressing for an 
open-ended trace. 

Bosnian Serb representative 
Alaksa Buha said Tuesday that 
the ceasefire talks would likely 
move on to Sarajevo Airport, 
Yugoslav state Tanjug news 
agency reported. 

Diplomats in Geneva said 
that idea was gaming ground, if 
only because neither M uslim 
nor Groat military comman- 
ders were taking part in the 
talks and Serbs would refuse to 
sign any agr eem ent without 
them present 


China crash heightens aviation woes 


BEUING (R) — China’s worst 
air crash and yet another hi- 
jacking to Taiwan likely will 
etch June 6 as a humiliating 
day in the minds of embattled 
aviation and tourism officials 
— and jittery air travelers. 

The events of the day 
brought China face-to-face 
with the costly side-effects of 
its ill-regulated, breakneck air- 
line growth. 

Early Monday, less than 12 
hours after the official Xinhua . 
News Agency trumpeted Chi- 
na’s lease of five more Soviet- 
era Tupolev- 154 jetliners from 
Russia, a TU-154 exploded in 
mid-air and crashed outside 
Xian, a major tourism centre 
in west-central China. 

All 160 people on China 
Northwest Right 2303 died, 
including a family of four from 
Italy, two Britons, two Amer- 
icans and a Swiss. 


Also killed were three Hong 
Kong residents, one 
Taiwanese, 133 mainland pas- 
sengers and 14 crew, making it 
the deadliest crash reported in 
the history of Chinese dvil 
aviation. 

Wing vibration may have 
triggered the catastrophic 
crash of the Tnpolev-154, the 
official Xinhua News Agency 
said Tuesday. 


However, according to 
Chinese aviation sources, the 
aeddent may have been earned 
by the failure of the automatic 
pilot, causing die plane to lose 
altitude too rapidly. 

The Xinhua correspondent 
in Xian said the pilot had 
indicated vibrations in the 
wings a few minutes before the 
crash. 

An airline spokesman, 
speaking from Xian, empha- 


grounc 
be said. 


The day’s second blow — 
the hijacking of a Chinese air- 
liner to arch-rival Taiwan from 
coastal Fujian — came as eon- 
fused reports of the crash were ' 
still trickling in. 


Strong quake rattles Colombia; 2 killed 


(R) — A strong 


BOGOTA 
earthquake rattled central an 
southwestern Colombia Mon- 


day, killing two people, injur- 
tners and leav- 


ing at least 30 ot 
mg dozens more homeless. 

The government’s Geologic- 
al Institute Ingeominas said the 
tremor registered 6.0 on the 
Richter Scale and was centred 
in the small town of Toribio in 
the southwestern province of 
Cruca. more than 200 
kilometres southwest of 
Bogota. 

The tremor, which occurred 
at 3:47 p.m. (4:47 p.m. edt) 
(2047 GMT) and lasted about 
40 seconds, was felt along the 
country's two central mountain 
ranges in central provinces like 
Cundinamarca where the 
capita] of six million people is 
located. 


The U.S. Geological Survey 
in Golden. Colorado, said the 


quake had registered a pre 
hmin ary magnitude of 6.4 on 
the Richter Scale. 

The tremor hit hardest small 
towns in Cauca and neighbour- 
ing Huila province, damaging 
houses, churches and other 
buildings, many of which later 
collapsed. 

The Colprensa News Agen- 
cy reported one person dead of 
a heart attack in Bogota and 
another crushed under the 
rumble of his collapsed home 
in Pitalito in Huila. 

Local television news foot- 
age showed people rummaging 
in their demolished homes ana 
others carefully stepping over 
huge, twisting cracks in the 
earth. 

A Red Cross official told 
Reuters an avalanche of water 
and mud roared down Paez 
River east of Toribio to flood 
Belalcazar and other small 
towns along the river's banks 


moments after rescue workers 
evacuated residents from the 
mountainous area. 

The official said the river 
had burst through a natural 
dam created by a mud and rock 
slide caused earlier by the 
quake. 

‘ The head of a local erne: 
cy committee told local 
sion that they feared a possible 
eruption of the Nevado Del 
Huua volcano further north. 


n- 


“A strong explosion was 
tne volcano at 


heard from the volcano at ab- 
out the same time the quake 
occurred,” he said. 

But an Ingeominas official 
later told Reuters the insti- 
tute’s monitors near the Volca- 
no hadn't picked up anything 
out of the ordmaiy. 

"We haven’t registered any- 
thing,” be said. r The explo- 
sion could have come from one 
of the avalanches in the area.” 


Russia pressures Caucasus republics on arms agreement 


BRUSSELS (R) — Russia is 
pressing former Soviet repub- 
lics in the troubled Caucasus to 
renegotiate an arms share-out 
deal and allow Moscow to de- 
hundreds of extra tanks 
other equipment dose to 
their borders, NATO sources 
say. 

Russia is worried by the con- 
flicts lapping at its southern 
borders but has failed to win 
NATO agreement for any 
changes in a landmark Euro- 
pean arms treaty, signed in 
1990, that would allow Mos- 
cow to go beyond equipment 
limits set for the region. 

After the Soviet Union col- 
lapsed, the republics agreed a 
separate deal among them- 
selves on bow to share out the 
limits for tanks, armoured 
vehides and other hardware 
covered by the C onven tional 
Forces in Europe (CFE) trea- 
ty- 


Alliance sources and diplo- 
mats said Russia was asking 
Georgia, Armenia and Azer- 
baijan to change that separate 
agreement so that Moscow 
could take a bigger share, 
while at the same time avoid- 
ing any viol ation of the terms 
of the CFE agreement 
“The Russians see it as a 
way out of their problems, 
since they can’t get agreement 
from NATO and the other 
parties to renegotiate the trea- 
ty,” said one alliance source, 
who asked not to be identified. 


Russia says the treaty, which 
provides for sweeping cuts in 
military hardware from the 
Atlantic to the Urals, no lon- 
ger reflects the security situa- 
tion in Europe and that it 
should be changed. It involves 
all NATO and former Warsaw 
Pact states. 

Moscow, which wants to sta- 
tion more tanks and armoured 
vehicles in the Caucasus region 
than the treaty allows, has 
complained that the West is 
ignoring its concerns. 

Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev may raise the issue 
again at a meeting with NATO 
foreign ministers in Istanbul 
Friday. 

But diplomats said the move 
to pressure republics in the 
Caucasus raised sensitive ques- 
tions about Russian intentions 
towards its neighbours and the 
balance of military power. 

“There is an issue here of 
how much pressure Moscow 
can bring to bear on its neigh- 
bours, many of whom are fra- 
gile and locked in conflict,” 
said one diplomat. 

While some NATO allies 
would be happy to see such an 
arrangement — because it 
wou ld av oid any violation of 
the CFE treaty — others are 
concerned that Moscow is 
pushing too hard. 

Turkey, dose to the Cau- 
casus. is particularly worried 
about Moscow's attitude, di- 
plomats and officials said. 

“if there is an agreement 


reached between consenting 
adults, then that's OK,” said 
another alliance source. “But 
there are some who are wor- 
ried this might be Tape.” 

Azerbaijan, locked in a con- 
flict with Armenians from the 
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh, 
has rejected the Russian re- 
quest, diplomats said. Arme- 
nia’s position was unclear. 

But they said it was possible 
that Georgia, which has asked 
for help from Moscow in deal- 
ing with rebels in Abkhazia, 
would have little choice but to 
accept. 

In any case, NATO diplo- 
mats said that even if all three 
republics agreed to give Russia 
their full quota of equipment 
allowances, it would not allow 
Moscow to station as much 
equipment in the region as it 
had wanted. 

NATO diplomats say that 
r while there is some sympathy 
' with Russia's problems, chang- 
ing the terms of the CFE pact 
could pr6mpt others to make 
similar demands and cause it to 
unravel. 

Russia has said it will respect 
the terms of the treaty, widely 
seen as one of the most impor- 
tant, in the history of arms 
control. But Moscow also in- 
sists that it rniur take care of its 
own security Interests. 

Besides concerns about the 
Caucasus conflicts. Moscow 
has also argued that equipment 
withdrawn from its former 


satellites in Eastern Europe 
should be deployed to Russia's 
southern region because there 
is nowhere else for it to go. 

Tens of thousands of tanks, 
armoured vehicles, artillery 
pieces and other equipment 
are scheduled for destruction 
by late 1995 under the terms of 
the treaty, which does not cov- 
er troops, naval forces or nuc- 
lear aims. 

Meanwhile, the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) is groping towards a 
new policy on relations with 
Russia, diplomats said ahead 
of a meeting of NATO foreign 
ministers tore Thursday and 
Friday. 

Heading the agenda is a de- 
bate over Russia’s campaign 
for greater influence over 
NATO decisions as the price 
for joining the alliance's part- 
nership for peace programme 
of military cooperation with 
the former Soviet Bloc. 

The ministers have sche- 
duled a debate over how to 
meet the Russian request with- 
out giving Moscow a powerful 
say in its decisions. 

NATO rejected Russia’s re- 
quest last month for automatic 
consultations, and for the 
U.S.-dominated alliance to be 
placed under European-wide 
political control. * 

Russian Defence Minister 
Pavel Grachev told NATO de- 
fence ministers here on May 25 
that Russia would sign up to 


the partnership programme 
without conditions. 

But he then confused the 
issue by saying that, before 
signing the programme. Russia 
wanted a response to its re- 
quest for a system of urgent 
and automatic consultations 
with NATO. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev might clarify 
the Russian position when die 
meeting is opened up Friday to 
include countries of the former 
Warsaw Pact. 

Gen. Grachev suggested 
that NATO, like the Warsaw 
Pact, was a relic of the cold war 
of East- West confrontation 
that should disappear just as 
the Soviet alliance did. 

“Any comparison there is 
just meaningless,” a diplomat 
snapped Monday, saying that 
NATO had proved its rele- 
vance by switching attention to 
such areas as international 
peacekeeping — a focus of the 
partnership for peace. 

NATO officials also stressed 
ahead of this week's meeting 
that Russia would have no 
influence on when the alliance 
would give full membership to 
former members of the Soviet 
Bloc such as Poland and Hun- 
gary. 

But they admitted there was 
some disagreement among 
NATO members about just 
how far to go in offering Mos- • 
cow a special relationship 
which reflected Russia’s status 
as a nuclear superpower. 


SHANGHAI (R) — A 
arrhftpc* has beaten 13 

to win tile contract to 
China’s largest Western 
house in Shanghai, a 
riomat said Tuesday. 
He said Jean Marie Chazpen- 
tier has tool chosen to con- 
struct the opera house, 

$60 million and seating 
Work is due to begin in Octo- 
ber and be completed after two 
years. Architects from J apan, 
the United States, 

Australia and China also snb- 


whkh will be devoted solely to 
Weston opera, he said. Its site 
is (me of the best in the dty — 
in the People’s Park, next to 
the new office of the dty gov- 
enanent now under construc- 
tion. Tuesday’s liberation 
Daily said the building wifi 
have many lights and at ni gh* 
wifi resemble a Crystal Palace, 
the newspaper said. “This is a 
prestige project and has mnrf| 
to do with the political strategy 
of the dty government of 
Shanghai,” one Western diplo- 
mat said. “It wants to have not 
■only Hong Kong and Taiwan 
singers pe r for min g here bqp 
also high culture, such as West- 
ern i 
he 


Bank blast sends 
Canadian dollar 
sky high 


.sised* that the pilot “had not 
committed any mistake” in 
Monday's crash. 

The English-language offi- 
cial newspaper China Daily, 
meanwhile, reported that three 
eyewitnesses said they heard 
“two loud explosions in the 
doods and then saw a fireball 
crashing to the ground.” 

A spokesman for the gov- 
ernment of Shaanxi province 
said the two explosions were 
caused by the “breakup of the 
flight deck” bat denied there 
had been a fire. 

“The aircraft debris and 
bodies recovered on the 
id bore no scorch marks,” 


TORONTO (R) — Pyjama- 
dad residents of a quiet Cana- 
dian village scrambled for cash 
.that was sent *r*tt*ring by m 
ex plosi on m a bank night safe 
eariy Monday, police said. The 
blast sent dozens of viflagen in 
■ Goldwater, about 75 miles (120 
kps) nort h we st of Toronto, into 
the strcets'wherc they fcnatdnd 
the biOs. Some began stuffing 
their pockets with money be- 
fore tne area was cordoned off 
by police, bat they got less 
man they bargained for, said 
constable Dong Langlois. 
“There were bricks and money 
strewn all around the street 
...but the condition of fee 
money was not very good. A 
lot of it was all tom uqp some of 
it burned.” Many villagers re- 
turned the damag e dollan, 
police said. One person is 
being investigated for looting 
and may face charges, Langkns 
told Renters. “It’s quite possi- 
ble ft was a bomb,” was set iaf ‘ 
the bank’s safe, Langkns said 
adding the investigation was 
continuing. Police do not know 
exactly how modi money was 
in safe at me time of the 
but estimated it was 
several thousand dol 


Rock singer 
sentenced ffor 
brandishing gun 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
Rode Singer Grace Suck was 
given a suspended jail sentence 
and ordered to undergo an 
alcohol rehabilitation prog- 
ramme Monday for bran-- 
dishing a shotgun at police 
officers. Slick, former lead an- 
ger of the Jefferson Airplane, 
looked apprehensive as Matin 
County Superior Court Judge 
WflKam Stephens read tor 
sentence in a courtroom in San 
Rafael, 10 miles north of Son 
Francisco. Judge Stephens 
gave Slick, 54, a six-month 
suspended jail term and 
ordered her to attend an out- 
patient alcohol rehabilitation 
programme. As part of a plea 
agreement reached with pio-. 
seentors. Slick was alter 
ordered to perform 200 boon 
of community service, unde rg o 
counselling and attend four 
alcoholics anonymous meet- 
ings a week for 90 days. Sfick 
was arrested on March 5 when 
police went to her home in 
Tiburon, a wealthy community 
dose to San Francisco, after 
recei ving an emergency cafl 
from a ma n in her home who 
said that a drunken worn an 
was firing a shotgun. 


Bare-breasted 
bandits caught 
In the act 


DEVENTER, Netherlands 
(AP) — Six bare-breasted ban- 
dits suspected of robbing 
Dutch supermarkets, armed 
with nothing but their nudity, 
have been caught in the act, 
potoe said. In a string of rob- 
tones, a group of women 
H Mton into supermarkets, 
sinning customers and man- 
agement with a striptease while 
acramplices rifled the cadi 
drawer. But the benefits met 
then match. “When I saw 

them coming in and starting to 
show their breasts, Iun- 
®o*atriy pushed the alarm 
ootton, said Albert Goor- 
5“* a supermarket owner in 
foe eastern Dutch city Devon- * 

? CT *« I J? lcwwllat ' wa $ happen- ** 
mg. While the women strip- 
ped down to their panties, and 
gaped, a mule 
apparently Mt the 

3^«sis«a. 
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face Rockets in finals 


j 58 I ,IM * uir * Punched after yachting tragedy 

AUCKLAND (AFPj — Three people are misting feared dead 
atter a fierce tropica! storm swept through a yacht race 
resulting in 12 yachts being abandoned, authorities said here 
I uesaay. A formal marine inquiry will be held into the event, 
aw .-aw . !? e a . nnu " Auckland to Tonga race. National Rescue Coor- 
i a ^8% 1 ■ Centre spokesman Paul Harrison said Tuesday an 

and qJ ! intensive search w, as underway for the 1 2-metre (40-feet) New 

“-aland sloop Quartermaster with three people aboard, it was 
kW T 5 * heard from ai 2:00 a n »- Sunday ( 1400 Saturday GMTj as 

5^ £5 t ! ,e V caught in the storm. A partially- inflated hferafl has 

* nce . °** a toiind but there is no sign of the yacht or crew. 
Harrison said a Norwegian bulk carrier Nomadic Duchess 
Office JJ Tuesday rescued five people from another yacht. Walkiwi 2 

Oo* Cfi They included two Britons, Merry Bigdcn and Shirley Bigden. 

idjjf'fc Wendlinger goes home to Austria 

(AFP) — Karl Wendlingcr, who fell into a coma after 
crashing m practice for the Monaco Grand Prix. returned to 
Austria Monday after three weeks in a Nice hospital, 
h rth Professor Dominique Grimaud of Nice’s Saint-Roch Hospital 

Oh ” c . nd " n 5 cr would recuperate better with his family and 

Bhtu friends in Innsbruck. But Grimaud did not say how long or 
whether Wendlinger would make a full recovery. 

$ ^ International ski congress opens 

> DE JANEIRO (R) — The 39th International Ski 

Congress opened Monday* with delegates from 64 member 
1. countries and a total of 12H nations represented for the 

week-long meeting. The main order of business involves 
setting the calendars for the upcoming World cup seasons and 
ifanj designating the sites for upcoming world championships. 

do| Other items on the agenda include whether to absorb 

Cjj| snowboarding into the international federation and push for its 

inclusion as an event at the 199S Winter Games in Nagano. 
IX) |B| . Japan. The federation will also be electing officers before 
( ejns '^'‘: adjourning Sunday. 

Paper: Bullets, Cap set for new arena 

WASHINGTON <R> — The NBA Bullets and the NHL 
Capitals are headed for a new SI 50 million arena in downtown 
Washingtons, the Washington Post reported Tuesday. It said 
unnamed Washington business leaders and the teams* owner. 
Abe PoJJin. have worked out final details of a plan to put a 
glass-fronted, 21,003-seat arena on a ciry-powned site near a 
Soot kjj downtown metro subway stop. The two teams now play in the 

istsuftg,' 20-year-old USAir arena in suburban Landover, Maryland, 

and Pollin has held talks with Maryland officials about 
. m a, building a new arena nearby. USAir arena is also used for 
Georgetown Universiry basketball games, rock concerts, 

: Dos[i inaugural balls and other events. 

Zelezny tops the bill 

* REIMS ( AFP) — World and Olympic javeiine champion Jan 

~ jr “J Zelezny heads the cast for Wednesday’s international athletics 

meeting here. Over the last few seasons, the rise of Czech 
io Zelezny. who holds the world record with a throw of 95.66m, 

", r^ 3 - has coincided with knee problems in Britain’s former record 

. L - r holder and 1990 European champion Steve Backley. 
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The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 1 NT Pass 

2 7 Pass 2 NT Pass 

3 NT Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lend: Seven of 

A red flag is thr universal signal 
of danger ahead. If yju ipiu-re the 
warning and sail blithely along, 
don't later rail at ynur fate. 

Ifyuu want tu irmw how the bid- 
ding would h.tse proceeded along 
old-fashioned Gnren lines, just sub- 
stitute two clubs for Snulh's initial 
one-no-trump resp>on^i;. However, 
Nonh-S«iUih were erapluvins a 
modem gadget. One-N'o-Trucsp 
Forcing, and by rebidduig twu no 
trump. Sou Lb .bowed a balanced 
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Located in Sweifiyeh, 
west Amman. 
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BED FLAG 

hand of some 1 1-12 points, probably 
not including three spades. 

West led a diamond and dummy's 1 

jack won the trick. That should have 
been a "red alert” for declarer— the 
are and queen of diamonds and 
hence diamond length were with 
West. Since the lead gave South five 
quick tricks outside dubs, only four 
tricks wen* needed from that suiL 

With the threat to the contract 
fevealed at the very first trick, de- 
clarer should have taken a simple 
precaution in the club suit. Instead, 
South ignored ail signs and briskly 
cashed the three top dubs. When 
East turned up with a stopper in the 
suit, the contract could no longer be 
made. 

South's line of play would have 
been correct had five club tricks 
been required for the contract. 
Since only four would do, declarer 
could have manipulated the suit, no 
an to keep East off lead, thereby 
preventing a diamond coming 
through the king. 

After winning the jack of dia- 
monds, declarer should cash the nee 
of dubs and continue the suit, sim- 
ply covering any card East pro- 
duces. West cun win the trick 
cheaply, but can do declarer no 
harm and nine tricks are a breeze. 


NEW YORK (R) — Tiic 
New York Knicks, t.urvivors e: 
two gruelling seven-game play- 
off series, are proudly ugly. 
The Houston Rockets, well- 
rested after some quality beach 
lime, say ihey can do ugly, ion. 

The re are more similarities 
than differences between the 
two teams in the best'of-reven 
NBA finals starting in Houston 
Wednesday. 

Both are led by sever?- foot 
(2.13 metre). 31 -year-old su- 
perstar centres — Nigerian 
Hakeem “the Dream" Ola- 
juwon for Houston and 
Jamaican-born Patrick Ewing 
for New York. 

Both teams emphasise de- 
fence and they both try to play 
an inside-outside game be- 
tween their centres and some 
streaky outside shooters. 

The main difference is style. 

‘‘We do it ugly." said New 
York guard John Starkes, one 
of the stars of the Knicks’ 
seventh-game squeaker over 
the Indiana Pacers to win the 
Eastern Conference title. 

The Knicks grind it out. clo^ 
the court, wear the opposition 
down. They miss shots, ihrov. 
the ball away, hut make up for 
it with tenacious reboundim: 
and defence. They never win 
game by 20 points, or a pluyoif 
series four games to none. 

"Maybe that’s the way it has 
to be for this team," Knicks 
coach Pat Riley has said. Trh 
always been tough, it’s always 
been hanowing." 

It also took New York seven 
games to get past their playon 
nemesis of previous years, the 
three-time defending cham- 
pion but newly Michael 
Jordan-less Chicago Bulls. 

“If we ever swept anybody 
or won 4-1, it wouldn't be our 


style." Aiid rugged forward 
Anthony Mason. “We don't 
want it easy. We thrive on 
danger." 

Houston coach Rudy Tom- 
j.inovid: gave his players some 
time off to go !o the beach in 
Ctalvesiun, Texas, after they 
dismissed »he Utah Jazz in five 
game* to win the Western Con- 
icrencc title last Wednesday. 

The rockets had a full week 
:o wait for the finals. But 
luiujanovtch says his team has 
had some of those "ugly” 
games, too. 

“The teams that are here 
have to play defence." he said. 
"Gumes are going to get ugly 
because you’re not going to 
give up anything easy. That’s 
wluit playoff basketball is ail 
about." 

But when Houston's offence 
is clicking, it’s beautiful. 

Olajuwon. the NBA’s most 
valuable player, has all kinds 
of unstoppable shots and is a 
clever passer, both inside and 
out to the "Rocket-launchers” 
— his prolific 3-point shooters. 

“Dream’s going to do his 
thing on the inside and when 
all of us on the outside are on 
Jl cylinders, it's going to be 
rough to beat us,” said the 
maddest bomber of them ail, 
Vernon "Mad Max” Maxwell. 

Maxwell starts alongside 
point guard Kenny Smith, who 
provides steadying leadership 
bur relies on “Mad Max" to 
pump him up. “1 have to be a 
wild and crazy guy on the 
floor, that’s the way he wants 
me to play,” Maxwell said of 
Smith. 

Maxwell's emotions have 
goticu him in trouble at times, 
but t<R-n New York’s guards 
have had some emotional 
lapses, Rcc, as well as less 


reliable outside shooting than 
Houston's. 

Starters Derek Harper and 
Starks, improving steadily af- 
ter returning from knee 
surgery, have lost their tem- 
pers on occasion. Harper was 
suspended two games daring 
die Chicago series for fighting. 

But the focus of the series is 
oq the big men. Ewing, while 
statistically outplayed by Ola- 
juwon in 'their career match- 
ups, like him is an offensive 
and defensive superstar. 

“You look at the centres and 
that’s great for the game, two 
of the best players in the 
league going at it, said Tom- 
janoviefa. “But I have to re- 
mind everybody it’s a team 
game. It 'iso’t going to be 
Hakeem versus Ewing. It’s 
going to be the Rockets versus 
the Knicks.” 

The Knicks, who talk a lot 
about "heart’’ and “focus” and 
even "destiny,” feel their diffi- 
cult journey has helped them. 

"I think we had a tougher 
road than Houston,” said 
Starks. “I think that has made 
us a better basketball team.” 

Riley, who wears four NBA 
championship rings from his 
days coaching the Los Angeles 
Lakers, hints that the Knicks 
may not have to do it the hard 
way now that they’re in the 
finals. 

“There’s a lot more pressure 
in the early rounds than there 
is in the finals. Once you get 
there, there’s a freedom just to 
play,” said Riley. 

Houston previously adv- 
anced to the finals in 1981 and 
1986. Both times the Rockets 
fell to the Boston Celtics. 

The Knicks have been in the 
finals six previous times, win- 
ning twice 


Rafter, 
Washington 
advance at 
Queen’s club 


LONDON (AP) — Ninth- 
seeded Australian Patrick Raf- 
ter and no. 10 Malivai 
Washington of the L^nited 
States won in straight sets 
Monday to advance to the 
second round of die Queen's 
Gub grass-court tournament. 

With the top eight seeds, led 
by world no. 1 Pete Sampras, 
receiving byes in the second 
round, it was left to Rafter, 
ranked 25th in the world, to 
open centre court play with a 
7-6 (7-1), 6-4 victoiy over Jose- 
Francisco Altur of Spain. 

Washington, who has slip- 
ped to 33rd in the rankings 
from a career-high 11th two 
years ago, downed Marcos 
Ondruska of South Africa, 7-6 
(7-3), 6-0. The American had 
to save two break points at 5-6 
in the first ret before winning 
the tiebreaker, then swept the 
second set in 26 minutes. 

“I think I played very solid 
and 1 came through in the tight 
spots." Washington said. "I 
was confident today, and that’s 
a big deal in this game. 1 feel 
it’s just a matter of time before 
I get the breakthrough to get 
the results that will pul me up 
there again.” 

Rafter, who reached the 
fourth round at the French 
Open where he lost to eventual 
champion Sergi Bruguera, said 
he had trouble adapting to the 
faster surface at Queen's. 

“It takes a few days to get 
used to the grass after playing 
in Paris,” said Rafter. 


French tennis president 
praises Spanish tennis 


PARIS (AP) — Record 
attendance at the French Open 
proved tennis was not in a 
crisis, hut new stars are needed 
to keep the sport out of the 
doldrums, an organiser of the 
tournament said Monday- 

French Tennis Federation 
President Christian Bimes said 
the open, which ended Sun- 
day, helped introduce some 
potential stars in addition to 
Mary Pierce and Alberto Be- 
rasategui. They each reached 
the finals before losing. 

“There are new names in 
tennis that showed up such as 
(Pat) Rafter. (Greg) Rusedski, 
(Hendrik) Dreekmann... new 
names, perhaps some new 
champions for tomorrow,” 
Bimes said. 

Ail three of the players, 
although unseeded, did well in 
the tournament. Dreekmann, 
a German teen-ager, advanced 
.to the quarterfinals. 

“It is a rejuvenation for in- 
ternational tennis and a ne- 
cessity because we need new 
blood, even if the defeats of 
Ivan Lendl as well as (Stelan) 
Edberg in the first round were 
difficult to take," Bimes said. 

Bimes also congratulated 
Spain for sweeping Die singles 
titles thanks to the efforts of 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario and 
Sergi Bruguera. 

“Not since the Australians a 
■long time ago have we seen 
such a success from one coun- 
try in a Grand Slam tourna- 
ment,” Bimes said. "Especial- 
ly this year there were two 
Spanish players in the women's 
semifinal... It just shows that 
the Spanish today are the best 


players on clay. 

Bimes said that the addirfet. 
of the new, 10.000-seai 
increased attendance fof rf. 
two weeks by more than 24^ > 
fans, upping the torsi u. 
351,000. 

Finally, Bimes said tha? he 
would recommend that the 
Grand Slam Cup and the ATP 
world championship be un- 
ited at the the end of the 
season. 

"I proposed that we have l 
round table discussic*.- 
Wimbledon and we are r 
ahead forward me 
more," Bimes said. ' and 

The Grand Slam Cup 

rtn 


at the four Grand Mam 
ments — Wimbledon ana Vpl 
French. U.S. and Aum«*^ 


opens. 1 

The ATP World C?i am 
pionship bring together th e »T' 
eight players based on 
rankings of the previ Qus 
months in the tournaments c,7 
the ATP tour. • 

"Today I am putting 
energy into this project. J a - K 
putting my power of persyp- 
sicn there," Bimes said. * £ 
not easy bur 1 am convince^ 
that in 'a year or two j r 
happen." 

Bimes said that the $2 
lion that the Grand Slam Cnr 
offered in prize money j 0 
winner could go four the 
velopmeni of tennis in pl/jf^ j 
like .Asia and Africa.” 

"The ball is in the court r.{ 
the presidents of the Granj 
Slam tournaments," Bime^ 
said. 


American flavour and U.S. women footballers lead the world 

Ihiijf'VfcXr WASHINGTON (AFP) — A round, then pounded Taiwan of this country.” cipation is growing. 

Al/WK rt W world championship may be a 7-0 in the second round. In many countries, soccer Italy boasts both professio 

A ^ pipe dream for the U.S. men’s They beat Germany 5-2 in traditionalists have scoffed at al and semi-prefession 

■fifliTI* '’V nP'V football team, but for Amer- the semi-finals, and won the the idea of women playing leagues and Japan s profr 

H Hyji /■ nji HP Jl V ica’s women it’s an accom- championship match against football. sionai league is more than tv 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Television executives hope to 
blend European football ex- 
pertise with American style lo 
create a distinctive look for 
boradcasts of the 1994 World 
Cup. • * 

Basic coverage of the 52 
matches from nine venues will 
be the responsibility of the 
European Broadcast Union, 
which joined a global group of 
broadcasters in paying $223.7 
million to FIFA for the non- 
U.S. television rights to the 
1990, 1994 and 1998 World 
Cups. 

Manolo Romero, chief ex- 
ecutive officer of European 
Broadcasting Company Sports 
International (ESI), will direct 
the coverage . 

Romero, a veteran of every 
World Cup since 1966, wants 


to give the broadcasts an 
American flavour, without sac- 
rificing coverage of the flow of 
action. 

”We want to make this look 
as American as possible,” 
Romero says. “Graphics will 
be Atperican. The replays will 
be like what you see on Amer- 
ican sports TV. 

“We want to produce it the 
way we think it would be pro- 
duced in the States." 

Romero will be counting on 
experienced production teams 
from European networks, but 
he said 90 per cent of the 
1,200-strong ESI staff will be 
American. 

"One amazing thing is that 
we have been able to locate 
people who know soccer and 
have followed it," Romero 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — A 
world championship may be a 
pipe dream for the U.S. men’s 
football team, but for Amer- 
ica’s women it’s an accom- 
plished fact. 

The women's team became 
tbe only U.S. football team 
ever to win a global tourna- 
ment when they took out the 
inaugural FIFA Women’s 
World Championships in 1991. 

And coach Anson Dorrance 
believes the arrival of the 
World Cup on American 
shores will boost the women's 
game right along with the 
men's as U.S. fens gain a bet- 
ter understanding of tbe pas- 
sions of football. 

“What it’s going to do is give 
America a very positive image 
of the world game,” Dorrance 
said. “In America, unfortu- 
nately, the image of the World 
Cup isn’t very vivid.” 

With little fanfare, the U.S. 
women stormed through CON- 
CACAF qualifying for the 
1991 world championships, 
outscoring opponents 49-0. 

At the finals in China, the 
United States beat Sweden, 
Brazil and Japan in the first 


round, then pounded Taiwan 
7-0 in the second round. 

They beat Germany 5-2 in 
the semi-finals, and won the 
championship match against 
Norway .2-2. 

While the men’s squad strug- 
gles to gain international re- 
spect, the women are leading 
the way in a worldwide explo- 
sion tn women’s soccer. 

“Unlike in the men’s game, 
where we don’t have a high 
level of competition, on the 
women's side the NCAA (uni- 
versity) tournament has the 
best teams in the world," 
Dorrance said. 

“So our women get a chance 
to compete at the highest level, 
which our men lack. The high- 
est level for men here doesn’t 
compare with the Italian first 
division or the English pre- 
miership." 

The very fact that soccer is 
not the premier men’s sport in 
the United States may help the 
women's game, said Shawn 
Ladda, coach of Columbia 
University's team. 

"That is part of why the U.S. 
team is so successful," Ladda 
said. “It’s not the macho sport 
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Tel: 642821 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 pjn. 

Tel: 665595 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:PP p.m. 


of this country.” 

In many countries, soccer 
traditionalists have scoffed at 
the idea of women playing 
football. 

Southern European nations 
were particularly resistant to 
tbe first big push for women's 
football in the 1970s. 

In England it was not until 
1990 that the Schools Football 
Association was allowed to 
“actively encourage” football 
for girls. 

“In a lot of cultures, women 
don’t have that freedom,” 
Dorrance said. “We’ve got a 
culture that encourages free- 
dom for women that few other 
nations have. Scandianvian 
countries have it — Sweden, 
Norway, and it shows in their 
teams.” 

American star forward 
Michelle AJcers-Stahl added: 
“The American mentality of 
being number one, of commit- 
ting to a goal, really enables us 
( to become one of the best 
teams in the world.” 

Progress in the women’s 
game is still slow in South 
America and Africa, but parti- 


wasta b o tm 


cipation is growing. 

Italy boasts both profession' 
al and semi-prefessiont.} 
leagues and Japan's profes- 
sional league is more than two 
years oid and flourishing, 
Sweden’s pro league has 
attracted Akers-Siahi, who 
hopes a women's league can be 
formed in the United States. 

"We nave athletes, we have 
commitment, we need a sup- 
port structure." Akers-Stah* 
said. “We need a league for 
women to play in." 

In the meantime, she hope,, 
to be back with most of her 
world championship ream- 
mates for the 1996 Olympics 
Games in Atlanta, where 
women’s soccer makes its 
Olympic debut. 

Both Dorrance and Akers- 
Stahl say an Olympic victory 
will be the best advenisment 
women’s feotbei! can get in the 
United States. 

« i 

"Americans don’t pay much 
attention to world cham- 
pionships. but the)' really re- 
spect Olympic gold," Dorr- 
ance said. 


Psych Yourself Up! 


wear our Jewellary with your birth 
stones. 

It makes a big difference. 
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JEWELLERS 


Amra Horel 
Amman 


TOTTTTT 


Executive secretary with experience is needed. 
Fluent in English (speaking and typing). 

For interview, call 862202 
between 9-12 and 4-7 p.m. 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT IN WESTERN SHMEISANI 

The first is a second floor with an area d 200 square metres. 
H consists of three bedr<->oms. salon, living, dining rooms, 
large kiicheri. and ihree bathrooms. 

The second is a ground floor consisting ol iwo bedrooms, 
siffing and dining rooms, spacious kitchen, glassed-in 
veranda, separate enuance wiih small garden and garage. 
Each apartment has independent central heating and 
telephone. Location: Western Shrneisani. Abdul Halim Al 
Nimr Sf.. near Bilal Mosoue. Building No. 24 
PIS. call 665595 or 664256 
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SIGHT&S0UND 

vmn /v mu 


lassmin 
larden 

.Terrace 
A casual place 
where you can 
relax, stretch your 
legs, drink & eat 
and enjoy the 
breeze at evening 
times. 

3rd Cncle. John’ Ammon 

Tel 643216 Fm 643212 


CAR FOR SALE (DUTY &£N!PAE^ l\ 

Honda Accord, 2000cc model 1991. white colours, H 
airconditioned. electric windows, central lock, stereo 
pioneer, normal gear. 

Price; JD 5,900 

Tel. 699829, 661110 


Xissasa 


TO LET 

Ground fioor house (independent), semr-furnished. 3 bed- 
rooms, (with wardrobes), salon, dining area, complete 
kitchen. 2 bathrooms, central heating, telephone and garden. 
Location: Shmeisani 

Those interested pis. cail: 576911 
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 o.m. 
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ISCOUNT ON ALL 






Tel.: 699238 





UNCO 



Tel.: 618274 - 618275 Tel.: 675571 Nabil & Hisham’s Tel.; 625155 

THEATRE NabU Al Mashfnt Theatre AHLA9C THEATRE 


^ Toni Cruise & Holly Hunter 
m 

T The Firm 


CLASS 1999 T 


Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 5:0n, 6:3». K:.m, 10:30 


CONCORD ‘1’ 

FX - 2 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

T&3E GETAWAY 

Shows: 12:30, 3:45. 6. 8:15, 10:15 


Soon the new play !!! 


Today & Everyday 
Abu Awwad in social comedy- 


‘PUNCTURED BAG’ 


is back to you after perferminq m 
Canada as of Wednesday. June" 15, 
1994 in their play: 

“What a peaces * 9 

Performances start al 6:30 p.m. 


Shows: !2:3n. 3:30, 6:15. 9:00 















JORDAN 


Rafsanjani strikes conciliatory 
note with West and Arabs 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — 

^30 S Draomatir Prtxi/Unt A N 


pragmatic President Ali 
i ^^hemi Rafsanjani 
a conciliatory note with 
■ West and Arab neighbours 
On Tuesday, stressing once 
again that his country had no 
to export its Islamic re- 
volution. 

• ^ r - Rafsanjani, who is 
“Oder increasing pressure at 
b°jne for his relatively open 
■ ■ ■'des, also denied that his 

nunent had abandoned its 
^cononric reform programme. 

• In a news conference 
marked by unusually critical 
.question from the domestic 
b)edia, Mr. Rafsanjani, who 
was elected a year ago for a 
second five-year term with a 
substantially reduced majority, 
denied reports of differences 
.with the country's spiritual 
leader. Ayatollah Alt 
Khamenei. 

“We have worked and strug- 
gled together for 30 years. .. we 
are always acting in tandem... 
coordinating,” he said. 

“We have debates... (but 
there was) no major discrepan- 
cy in our view,” he empha- 
sised. 

“We are finally unanimous 
in our ideas and policies.” 

Mr. Rafsanjani was asked 
why Iran had not taken any 
action against Britain, such as 
cutting diplomatic ties, beyond 
mutual expulsions of dipknnals 
following Iranian charges that 
Britain had bugged the Iranian 
embassy in London. 

The question followed sever- 
al articles in radical and con- 
servative Iranian newspapers 
demanding a review of ties 
with Britain. 

“We will not benefit from 
cutting ties with any country," 


he said, noting the presence of 
Iranian students in Britain and 
the importance of trade with 
the country. 

He responded in a similar 
vein to questions about why his 
government was maintaining 
trade relations with the United 
States and had allowed U.S. 
journalists to visit the country 
at a time when Washington 
was maintaining its hostility to 
the Islamic Republic. 

He said that Iran had a 
policy of no diplomatic rela- 
tions with only two countries 
— Israel and the United 
States. 

But he argued that economic 
relations with the U.S. had 
never been broken. He ex- 
plained that the Iranian armed 
forces for example, would be 
seriously handicapped if they 
did not have access to spare 
parts for the majority of their 
weapons bought from the Un- 
ited States before the 1979 
revolution. 

“How would we maintain 
our Boeings,” he said in refer- 
ence to the U.S.-made fleet of 
the national carrier Iran Air, 
also bought before the revolu- 
tion. 

“Are you saying we should 
not sell oil to the United 
States,” be asked his question- 
er in a reference to the coun- 
try's vital ofl exports. 

Mr. Rafsanjani repeated his 
statement at a news conference 
a year ago that relations with 
Washington could be reconsi- 
dered if the United States 
made a goodwill gesture to- 
wards Iran. 

He said such a gesture would 
be the release of Iranian hinds 
frozen in the United States 
since the 1979 seizure of hos- 


tages at the U.S. embassy in 
Tehran, put by Iran at S10-S12 
billion but estimated in 
Washington at some $4 billion. 

“A goodwill gesture would 
be the release of that money,” 
he said. 

“If they act seriously, we will 
react seriously,” he added. 

Mr. Rafsanjani confirmed 
for the first time reports circu- 
lating in the region for several 
years that a deal was done with 
the United States to help free 
U.S. hostages in Lebanon. 

He said that the then U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cue liar bad “told us if you 
help release the U.S. hostages 
in Lebanon, they will release 
your money.” 

“We have not seen any- 
thing,” he added. 

Mr. Rafsanjani’s news con- 
ference came three days after 
Iran marked the fifth 
anniversary of the death of 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, 
the Islamic republic's founder. 

It was attended by more 
than 100 foreign and Iranian 
journalists. 

In reply to a question about 
the alleged bugging of Iran's 
London embassy which Tehran 
disclosed in April, he noted: 

“This wrong deed by the 
British has created an atmos- 
phere of insecurity and mis- 
trust in relations, which will 
have negative consequences. 
We do not wish to see the 
existence of such an atmos- 
phere among countries.” 

Iran broke off relations with 
Britain in March 1989 follow- 
ing strident British protests at 
Ayatollah Khomeini's Feb. 14 
death sentence on novelist Sal- 
man Rushdie, a British citizen, 
for allegedly blaspheming 


Islam. Relations were restored 
in September 1990, but have 
remained strained. 

Mr. Rafsanjani reiterated 
Iran's denial of involvement in 
the assassination of Iranian dis- 
sidents abroad. He maintained 
the killings were “the result of 
inter-group rivalries.” 


Disputed islands 


Mr. Rafsanjani vowed that 
Iran would never give up three 
strategic islands in the Gulf 
claimed also by the United 
Arab Emirates, and would de- 
ploy all its might to keep them. 

Mr. Rafsanjani rejected as 
“baseless” claims of sovereign- 
ty by the UAE over Abu Mus- 
sa. Greater Tunb and Lesser 
Tunb in the southern Gulf. 

“We will not give up the 
islands for any price and use all 
our power to defend them,” he 
vowed. “It does not matter 
who is behind these baseless 
claims.” 

The president said Iran bad 
“strong evidence” to prove its 
sovereignty over the islands 
which control the vital Hormuz 
Strait. 


He also accused the UAE of 
“lacking a desire" to directly 
negotiate with Iran over the 
islands, and warned that taking 
the case *o international tri- 
bunals “a Id lead nowhere.” 

Mr. F anjani also repe- 
atec ms iming of last year 
that thw i. lE would have to 
“pass through a sea of blood” 
to gain control of the islands. 

The dispute over the islands 
erupted again in 1992, after 
lying dormant from 1971, when 
.die UAE accused Iran of 
annexing the Arab part of Abu 
Musa. 


Clinton assures French leaders ITehran 


of common purpose in Bosnia 


PARIS (AP) — Turning from 
D-Day pageantry to foreign 
policy, U.S. President Bill 
Clinton met Tuesday with 
French leaders pr es sing for a 
settlement to the war on Bos- 
nia. “All of us want to bring an 
end to the fighting,” Mr. Oin- 
ton said. 

He endorsed a U.S. propos- 
al for a renewable four-month 
ceasefire in the former Yugos- 
lav republic and enlisted Prune 
Minister Edouard Balladur’s 
support for sanctions against 
North Korea for denying vital 
nuclear information to interna- 
tional inspections. 

On his first visit to France as 
president, Mr. Clinton held 
separate talks with Gaullist 
leaders Jacques Chirac, the 
mayor of Pans, and Mr. Balla- 
dur. Both want to be the con- 
servative candidates in pres- 
idential elections next year. 

-■ Mr. Clinton also was to 
address the French National 
Assembly and meet with 
Socialist President Francois 
Mitterrand, who says be in- 
tends to remain in office until 
his term ends in 1995 despite a 
battle with cancer. 

The speech, winch is the 
highlight of Mr. Clinton's pub- 
lic schedule, marks the first 
time in 76 years a U.S. presi- 
dent has addressed the French 
legislature. The last was 


Woodrow Wilson who in 1918 
became the first U.S. president 
to cross the Atlantic as presi- 
dent. 

Thousands of businessmen, 
tourists and children lined Mr. 
Clinton’s motorcade route 
through Downtown Paris, 
straining for a glimpse of the 
president in his armoured 
limousine. White-gloved po&ce 
officers were stationed every 
15 metres. 

Standing in bright sunshine 
outside Matignon, the prime 
minister's elaborate office 
building, Mr. Clinton said, 
“We reaffirmed our deter- 
mination to work together veiy 
closely on the question in Bos- 
nia." 

He said the first order of 
business is to support the ceas- 
efire, and be specifically en- 
dorsed the proposal advanced 
by Yasushi Akastn, the top 
U.N. official in the Balkans. It 
calls for a renewable four- 
month ceasefire, while the 
Bosnian government wants 
one of no more than four 
weeks. 

The Muslim-led gove rnm e nt 
fears a long ceasefire will lock 
in Serb territorial gains. 

“We can work on the cease- 
fire and we'll have to await the 
final results of the “contact 
group” in territorial recom- 
mendations,’* Mr. Clinton 


said. The contact group refers 
to U.S., European, and Rus- 
sian diplomats trying to medi- 
ate between waning Muslims 
and Serbs. 


protests 
arrests in 


On Korea, Mr. Balladur de- 
ferred to Mr. Clinton, saying 
he agreed it was “extremely 
important” to support non- 
proliferation of dangerous 
weapons. “I assured the presi- 
dent of our support for a 
Security Council resolution,” 
be adcied. 

Tensions with North Korea 
also were on the agenda. 

On the war in Bosnia, the 
French have taken the lead in 
“trying to push for a settle- 
ment. Paris provided about 
one-fourth of the United Na- 
tions peacekeeping force of 
27,000 soldiers and has 
threatened to pull out all of 
their peacekeepers by winter if 
a peace plan does not material- 


Thailand 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — Iran 
has protested the arrest of 
“several” of its nationals in 
Thailand for their alleged role 
in an attempt to car-bomb the 
Israeli embassy in Bangkok, 
Tehran Ratio said Tuesday. 

The Thai ambassador in 
Tehran was summoned to the 
Foreign Ministry late Monday 
*o receive the official protest, it 


Mr. Clinton played down 
suggestions that he is being 
pressured by French leaders to 
push the Muslim-fed govern- 
ment for a settlement with 
Bosnian Serbs. 

“I wouldn’t characterise it 
that way,” Mr. Clinton said. 
“All of us want to try to bring 
an end to the fighting and have 
a settlement winch can lead to 
a comprehensive resolution.” 


U.N. team 
satisfied 
with Iraq 


Iraq renews call for 
talks with Kuwait 


« ne ministry called for “im- 
- iiate proof” of charges 
against the Iranians, and 
urged Thailand to allow Ira- 
nian diplomats in Bangkok to 
visit those in custody. 

Thai police said they had- 
arrested on Friday one of two 
Iranians suspected of a role in 
i the car-bomb plot against the 
Israeli embassy in March. 

Hossein Shahriari, 25, was 
seized a day after he entered 
the southern town of Hat Yai 
from Malaysia and the police 
said he would be charged with 
processing illegal explosive 
substances. 

Authorities in Thailand 
launched a hunt for the two 
men after they uncovered a 
gigantic homemade bomb in a 
truck that had been involved in 
an accident near the Israeli 
embassy on March 11. 


Paper assails Israel 


mission 


BAGHDAD (R) — A team of 
U.N. germ warfare experts left 
Iraq on Tuesday, saying their 
mission to track down and tag 
biological equipment that can 
be used for both peaceful and 
military purposes had gone 
smoothly. 

“We were able to complete 
the mission. Everything went 
on smoothly,” team leader 
Dave Franz told Reuters be- 
fore leaving Baghdad after a 
nine-day visit that took them to 
25 cites in and around the Iraqi 
capitkl and in the northern city 
of Mosul. 

The 1 0-member mission, the 
fifth biological team to visit 
Iraq since the 1991 Gulf war, 
was part of U.N. efforts to 
ensure that Iraq does not re- 
vive weapons of mass destruc- 
tion 'scrapped under the terms 
of tie ceasefire that halted the 
conflict- 

M!r. Franz and his team tag- 
ged dual-use equipment as part 
of a long-term monitoring 
scheme. Agreement on such 
monitoring is one of tie condi- 
tions for easing the U.N. trade 
blockade imposed on Iraq after 
its 19^0 invasion of Kuwait. 

- Mr- Franz said that the tag- 
ging operation was not yet 
complete and further teams 
would visit Iraq to finish the 
job. 


AMMAN (AP) — An Iraqi 
official was quoted Tuesday as 
saying Baghdad wanted to 
open talks with Kuwait, which 
it occupied in 1990 sparking 
the Gulf war, and was ready to 
discuss recognition of the emi- 
rate as a sovereign state. 

Since U.S.-led allies forces 
expelled Iraq from its neigh- 
bour in March 1991, Iraq has 
refused to acknowledge 
Kuwait's independence or ack- 
nowledge new borders drawn 
by the United Nations. 

But in an interview with the 
Jordanian daily, A1 Dustour, 
Saadi Mehdi. a member of tie 
Iraqi National Council, Iraq's 
central legislative body, said 
Baghdad’s position had 
shifted. 

Mr. Mehdi, interviewed in 
Baghdad, said Iraq wanted to 
open talks, settle differences 
and restore relations ahd was 
“ready to discuss the recogni- 
tion of Kuwait as an indepen- 
dent state and to agree on the 
new demarcation lines of its 

borders.” 

“We call upon the other 

g arty, Kuwait, to come to 
aghdad and discuss all prob- 
lems between us to achieve an 
acceptable solution for both 
sides... and to strengthen Arab 
solidarity,” Mr. Mehdi told the 
newspaper. 

Iraq has claimed Kuwait is 
an Iraqi gove morale and re- 
fused to recognise the U.N. 
Security Council resolution 


that demarcated disputed bor- 
der areas. Baghdad called the 
resolution “unfair.” 

In other comments to A1 
Dustour, Mr. Mehdi denied 
southern Yemeni accusations 
made Sunday that Iraq was 
supporting North Yemen in its 
war with secessionist south- 
erners which erupted May 4. 

“This is untrue, these are 
only rumours,” said Mr. 
Mehdi. “We are solidly against 
fighting among brethren but 
we also are in support of the 
constitutional legitimacy and 
the unity of Yemen.” 

Haidar Abu Baker A! Attas, 
tie prime minister of South 
Yemen's secessionist govern- 
ment, said in Cairo that both 
Jordan and Iraq were covertly 
supplying North Yemen’s 
armed forces with ‘'military 
spare parts.” Jordan also de- 
nied the charge. 

Mr. Mehdi also said that 
Iraq's relations with neighbour 
states Iran and Turkey are on 
the mend. 

“We are in continuous dia- 
logue with them to restore our 
relations to their natural state, 
and we hope that these rela- 
tions will be restored as soon as 
possible.” Mr.- Mehdi said. 

Turkey did not take any 
armed action against Iraq dur- 
ing tie Gulf war. However, it 
tiiu vui ml all diplomatic lies 
with Iraq and opened its air- 
bases to allied fighter planes 
bombing Iraq. 


A state-run Iranian news- 
paper Monday condemned 
Israel’s deadly air raid on 
South Lebanon last week and 
accused the Jewish state of 


trying to “gobble up" tie Mid- 
dle East with the help of West- 


ern countries. 


The English-language daily 
Tehran Times, in an editorial, 
said Israeli aggressions fol- 
lowed a pattern dictated by 
how the international com- 
munity responded to its ac- 
tions. 

The paper referred to 
Israel's May 21 kidnapping of 
Mustafa Dirani, leader of the 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
guerrillas in South Lebanon. 

When this “flagrant inst- 
ance” of violation of interna- 
tional laws met no protest from 
tie West. Israel understood 
this as a “green light for furth- 
er crimes,” the newspaper 
said. 


In Beirut, a visiting Iranian 
Foreign Ministry official reiter- 
ated Monday that his govern- 
ment knew nornuig *ouui the 

fate of an Israeli airman mis- 
sing since his plane was shot 
down over Lebanon eight 
years ago. 

“Iranian officials have de- 
clared several times in the past 
that the Islamic Republic of 
Iran knows nothing about the. 
fate of this airman. This is still 
the case,” said Mohammad 
Kazera Khansari, an Iranian 
deputy foreign minister. 



Nabulsi: No devaluation of 
dinar, exchange market health; 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) on 
Tuesday categorically re- 
jected speculation that a de- 
valuation of the Jordanian 
dinar was in the offing and 
said it found the present 
situation in the currency mar- 
ket in the Kingdom quite 
vibrant and healthy. 

CBJ Governor Moham- 
mad Said Nabulsi, in an in- 
formal encounter with the 
press, also ruled out CBJ 
intervention in tie currency 
market against complaints 
that the American dollar was 
gaining against the dinar. 


“There was not a single 
month since 1973 without a 
rumour that the dinar was 
going to be devalued.” said 
Dr. Nabulsi, who served two 
consecutive terms as CBJ 
governor between 1973 and 
1985. He was reappointed 
again in 1989. 

The speculation and 
rumours — “crying wolf' — 
came true in 1989, he noted, 
referring to the devaluation 
of the dinar that year. 


Dr. Nabulsi compared Jor- 
dan with other developing 
countries and pointed but 
that the 1989 shift was the 
first time in decades that the 
Kingdom had to devalue its 
currency and that as a result 
of “external elements” — 
foreign debts. 


“We do not see any reason 
for any change in the ex- 
change value of the dinar.” 
Dr. Nabulsi affirmed. "For 
the first time in several de- 
cades, the dinar reflects its 
actual worth. Why should we 
devalue it?” 

Referring to the recent 
strength of the American dol- 
lar in the local market. Dr. 
Nabulsi said the gain of the 
greenback was the direct re- 
sult of developments in the 
international money market 
and the CBJ found no reason 
for intervention. 

If anything, be said, the 
CBJ saw the activities in the 
local money market as highly 
satisfactory and the situa- 
tion in the market afforded 
the bank the opportunity to 
see supply and demand forces 
at work. 

The CBJ has its own para- 
meters to set the daily ex- 
change rates for foreign cur- 
rencies. but the rates quoted 
by private moneychangers, 
and banks reflect the actual 
worth of the dinar. Dr. 
Nabulsi said. 

“A difference of five to 10 
fils between the CBJ-sel rates 
and the rates offered by the 
exchanges is only fair,” Dr. 
Nabulsi said. 

However, the CBJ is keep- 
ing a close watch to ensure 
that banks and exchanges do 
not exploit the situation. 

“We called in the banks 
and contacted the 
moneychangers in the first 
few days when it appeared 


that the dollar was gaining in 
the market,” Dr. Nabulsi 
said. But letting the banks 
and moneychangers know of 
the CBJ views did not 
amount to intervention, he 
pointed out. 


By international standards, 
government intervention is 
justified when the difference 
between the official and para- 
llel market rates exceeds 10 
per cent of the value of the 
currency, a principle that Jor- 
dan has followed since the 
collapse of the dinar in 1988. 

In recent years, rates 
offered by Jordanian private 
moneychangers have often 
dipped below the official 
rates. 

Currency dealers said the 
rate quoted by exchanges on 
Tuesday for the dollar was 
706-707 fils against the CBJ 
rate of 700-702 fils. However, 
the exchanges’ offer was bet- 
ter, given tie feet that com- 
mercial banks which adopt 
the CBJ rate also charge 
commission. 


“If one goes by tie book 
and deals with the commer- 
cial banks and applies the 
CBJ rate plus tie banks' 
commission, then tie dollar 
costs 708 fils compared to the 
707 fils offered by the ex- 
changes,” said a dealer. 

Tuesday’s rates reflected a 
six-to-eigbt fils drop in the 
value of the dollar in mid- 
May. when the American 
currency hit a post-1989 high 
of 712-714 fils. 


Hebron observers 


pull back from front 


HEBRON (AFP) — Interna- 
tional observers deployed to 
boost security for Palestinians 
have decided to stop bade from 
tie frontline of violence in this 
mosque massacre town, a 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

“When there is a dash going 
on we want to be a little less on 
tie frontline than we have 
been,” said Bjamo Sorensen, 
spokesman for tie Temporary 
•Inte rnatio nal Presence in Heb- 
ron (TIPH). 

“It has nothing to do with 
our security. We don’t want 
anyone to use us as a kind of 
shield, neither the Israeli De- 
fence Forces nor the Palesti- 
nians,’* Mr. Sorensen said. 
“What could easily be done if 
we aree too close to the 
dashes.” 

Trouble erupted again Tues- 
day in the occupied city where 
a Jewish settler slaughtered 
more than 30 Muslims on Feb. 


25 leading to the deployment 
of the observers in a bid to 


of the observers in a bid to 
increase security for Palesti- 
nians. 

Palestinian sources said sol- 
diers arrested 40 youths after 
stones were thrown. 

Mr. Sorensen said none of 
the 116 observers from Nor- 
way. Italy and Denmark had 
been hurt since they were de- 
ployed on May 8. However, 
most had had more than a 
whiff of teaxgas. 

Some have taken to wearing 
gasmasks during the almost 
daily confrontations between 
soldiers and Palestinian «.li> 
ists. 

“When it comes to trying to 
get tie parties together we will 
be more on the frontline.” he 
said. 

The TIPH’s three-month 
mandate allows for no police 
role, only monitoring of events 
and reporting back. The army 
put the observers under curfew 
for a couple of days along with 
tie rest of tie population last 
month after a series of shoot- 


mgs. 

Donor countries would meet 
later this month to review the 
operation and decide whether 
or not to review the mandate. 
Mr. Sorensen said. 

In other developments: 


— In Gaza City the Palesti- 
nian police, picking up where 
tie Israeli army left off, de- 
molished a bouse on Tuesday 
put up without a permit in over- 
crowded Gaza Gty. 

The police called in a bull- 
dozer to raze the single-storey 
home of Marwan Muhana in 
the wealthy Rimal quarter. 

“The owner was warned to 
stop the building work, but he 
carried on and so we decided 
today to demolish it,” a senior 
officer said. 

Since Israel and tie Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) signed an autonomy 
agreement on Sept. 13, many 
Palestinians have started build- 
ing on what it known as "state” 
land and accounts for 40 per 
cent of the strip. 

Israel allotted 1,600 hectares 
of “state” land to Jewish settle- 
ments, but refused to allow the 
Palestinians to use any of it. 

Police chief General Nasr 
Yousef has repeatedly warned 
Gazans not to build illegally, 
despite the appalling housing 
conditions for many of 'the 
800,000 people who live on the 
350 square kilometres. 

The Israeli military adminis- 
tration regularly bulldozed 
such illegal construction, even 
after tie signing of tie auton- 
omy agreement and predicted 
the Palestinian authorities 
would do the same. 

With gross national product 
at $1,230 a head in Gaza, land 
is expensive at $200 a square 
metre and four times that price 
for an apartment. 

— The Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas issued a 
leaflet Monday criticising the 
Palestinian police for hunting 
its members involved in attacks 
on suspected informants, 
warning that pursuing the issue 
would lead to internal vio- 
lence. 

It was tie first such threat 
issued by Hamas, tie largest 
opposition movement, since 
Palestinians took control of tie 
Gaza Strip on May 18. 

“Although we consider 
fighting between Palestinians a 
red line that should not be 


Algeria 
rounds up 
75 suspects 


TUNIS (R) — Algerian secur- 
ity forces said on Monday they 


ity forces said on Monday they 
had arrested 75 suspected 
members of an underground 
armed fundamentalist group, 
the Armed Islamic Movement 
(MIA). 

The 75 men are suspected of 
having shot dead 27 members 
of the security forces in various 
attacks carried out since March 
1993 in Algiers and surround- 
ing towns, the official Algerian 
news agency APS said. 

The agency was reporting an 
official security statement. 

APS, monitored in Tunis, 
said some of those arrested had 
smuggled arms from abroad 
with the help of two unnamed 
foreign nationals. 


Others had been told by 
MJA leader said Mekhloufi, a 
former army officer, to carry 
out robberies and use the 
money to buy “safe” houses 
where MIA members could 
hide, APS said. 

Muslim militants took to 
arms after the Algerian army 
in 1992 cancelled" a general 
election in which tie Islamists 
had taken a commanding lead. 

More than 3,600 people, 
mostly Muslim militants and 
members of the security forces 
have been killed in nearly 2-1* 
years of civil strife. 

In the western town of Oran, 
a special court on Monday 
jailed two militants for five and 
three years respectively on 
charges of attempting to 
undermine the security of the 
sj^te and bearing illegal arms, 
APS said. 


, T The agency said Lakhdar 
Naimi and Behimcr were 
members of a cell set up to sdv 
for armed militants. 

. special court of Algiers 
jailed one militant for life and 
five others to prison terms of 
between 111 and 20 years on 


charges of belonginf to Z 
armed group amf attempted 
murder. APS said. 

. "P 16 g° ver nmem up the spe- 
cial courts m 1992 to fight 

rantTF**.- Mor u than 48u *"ili- 
tam Muslims have been sent- 

death by ordinary, 
.special and military courts 
-since carlv 1992. 5 



Indian minister 
sacked for 
mid-air flirting 




BOMBAY (R) — The chief i 
minis ter of India's Haryana^. ' 
state sacked a member of his^i 
cabinet saying the minister had 
misbehaved with an air hostess # / 
on a flight from the tourist *7 
resort of Goa. Indian newspap- 
er reported. The Asian Age 
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